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Rebuilding with hope &
confidence

OUR PRESIDENT’S REPORT
God, our creator and redeemer,
who gave us our children as a heritage from you,
and called us to care for and nurture them,
give us the strength to fulfil our calling,
and the courage to share Christ’s love in abundance,
so that our children may learn to live their lives in Christ’s image,
now and forevermore. Amen
W.M. 2021
As I write, it is the first week of the school year in Western Australia. Ian and I have grandchildren
starting new journeys in the education system. Bellie has commenced high school, and Elijah is
commencing pre-primary. Proud parents have shared photos on Facebook to mark these special
occasions. Jethro is continuing in his daycare three days a week, learning to make his way without
a big brother in attendance.
Meanwhile Genevieve is in her first week of daycare, attending two part days. Ian and I are attending with her. Through the Storypark App which we have been invited to join, each day Genevieve is
in daycare we can see photos of her experiencing the world around her. So far we have seen
photos of her playing with a variety of toys, delving her hands into a bowl of flowers and leaves, and
practising her posting skills by ‘feeding the monster’. Accompanying each set of photos is an
educator’s explanation of the set up of the activity and the educational outcomes, as well as a
description of Genevieve’s reaction to the activity. We can engage with Genevieve’s learning
experience by leaving comments for her.
Ian and I are fortunate that our children and their families live only 45 minutes drive from us and we
are able to see and speak to them often. In between times, we have a family Messenger group
where we post photos and comments to each other. Through all of this we are gathering memories
to treasure.
In 1994 Ian’s mum moved from our farm to live with a friend in Perth, where she joined a ‘Writing
Life Stories Study Group’ through the University of the Third Age. In 1998 she produced a booklet
for the family, ‘just in case somebody should ask the question that Grandmothers frequently ask
their grandchildren “..and what have you been doing lately? “ I share with you a poem from her
writings.
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Glimpses in Mirrors

CELEBRATIONS FROM HEATHER

Heather Hugo is a MU member of the Bunbury
Branch and she writes about two special celebrations.

I look in the eyes of a grandchild,
see flickering images pass
reflecting small glimpses of ego

The first occurred on 10th December 2020 when
she and her husband, Dan, celebrated their 65th
wedding anniversary.

far brighter than silver on glass.

What a lovely photo of their wedding day. What
an impressive cake!

I smile on the face of a grandchild,
all primped, and pretending to be

The second celebration occurred on 17th
December 2020 on which was the fiftieth
anniversary of the Hugo family (Dan, Heather
and four little ones, Sally, Neil, Nicky and Susan)
arriving in Fremantle from South Africa.

a fairy princess in the mirror,
reflects a faint image of me.

I stroke the soft hair of a grandchild,
feel blow-away tresses so fine.

Heather writes: What a great decision it was to
move to Australia. Australia has been very good
to us and, fifty years on, our six has become
twenty. Heather and Dan joined the Cathedral
congregation and have been loyal parishioners
ever since.

Remembering curl-rags and wishes
I fondle the wisps. They are mine.
I see in the frown of a grandchild
the devil who haunts me at times
faithfully copied in miniature

We were very comfortable in Johannesburg. Life
was good. We were busy with work, family,
friends and holidays in a very beautiful country.

and traced on a forehead in lines.

I read in the words of a grandchild

Then one day it all changed dramatically. Dan
and I decided to go to a meeting when Helen
Suzman was speaking. She was a tenacious
fighter for human rights. We walked out of that
meeting, our heads firmly lifted out of the sand
they had been buried in and decided there and
then to emigrate. That was early in the year.
We arrived in December the same year!

the poetry latent in me
and hear, in the voice of a grandchild
my song that’s imprisoned set free.

There, deep in the eyes of a grandchild,
my visions are living again,
and mine are the tears they are shedding.

We owe Helen Suzman a big thank you.

Our dreams and our fears are the same.

Thank you for your story, Heather.
I feel, in the hug of a grandchild,
the love that is mirrored on me.
And there, in my seven bright mirrors,
I see my immortality.
Freeda Mabey, 1995
Treasured memories of our children and their
grandmother, recorded for us all to have forevermore.
Blessings, Wendy
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AN AWARD FOR SHERAN HARPER (our World-Wide MU
President)
This article appeared on Facebook on 2nd January 2021 and
reads as follows:
Our love and prayers to our Worldwide President, Sheran
Harper, who has been appointed a member of the Order of
Service of Guyana and awarded the Golden Arrow of
Achievement for long and exceptional service in the Diocese
of Guyana and in Mothers' Union locally and internationally. This is from
the entire membership of the Mothers' Diocese of Guyana and the
Province of the West Indies.
Reading the comments that followed this article, many dioceses
throughout the world congratulated Sheran on being the recipient of this
prestigious award.

We here in Bunbury Diocese send her our

congratulations.

A GLORIOUS DAY
Sunday 13th December 2020 was a glorious day for the Morning Service at Pinjarra Church. Donna
Lewin was admitted to Mothers’ Union, the service was conducted by Rev’d James Tabor together
with our Diocesan President, Wendy Mabey. All members of Pinjarra MU were present and Donna
was supported by her son and by her family who had travelled from Busselton for the occasion.
I would like to express my thanks to Jean Beard, former President of Pinjarra Branch, who first
introduced Donna to MU while our son Robert was so ill.
Meeting the wonderful ladies from Pinjarra Branch gave Donna great comfort and Robert was so
proud that she was planning on becoming a member (just like his Mum).
Following the service everyone joined in
fellowship and enjoyed morning tea, a true
finale to a MU gathering.
Eleanor Lewin: Busselton MU

New member of Pinjarra
Branch, Donna Lewin, is
fifth from the left and is
pictured with Pinjarra
Branch members, our
diocesan president,
Wendy, and Eleanor Lewin
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UPDATE ON THE SEAFARERS

Seafarers given Bunbury gesture of kindness with Christmas hampers.
A lovely gesture by the ever-faithful Bunbury Mission to Seafarers occurred this
Christmas, when volunteers went to the Port to pass on 100 hampers made up
to pass on to crew on boats. Due to Covid19 restrictions, the crew currently is
not allowed to disembark but their day was made better by these caring
people. The hampers were donated by several firms and included donations
from Bunbury MU members and parishioners from St Boniface Cathedral and
Brunswick/Burekup.

HAVE YOU HEARD OF ELIZA CONS?
Eliza Cons arrived in Bunbury from England in 1888 primarily to care for her sister, Esther, who had
been injured in a horse-riding accident. Eliza soon became involved in the Church of England.
She saw the need to provide for the many seamen when they were on
shore leave at Bunbury port. With the assistance of a committee, funds
were raised to establish a Mission to Seamen. Over a period of 10
years Eliza rented rooms where sailors could read books, write letters
home and attend concerts.
The “Sailors Rest” was officially opened on 22nd October 1900. With
assistance from Thomas Hayward and Robert Forrest, a block of land
on the corner of Wollaston and Ommaney Streets was purchased and
the building began.
The building was completed in late 1905 and she inherited sole ownership of the building in 1915 when she was employed as Secretary of the
Bunbury Diocesan Trust. When she retired from this role in 1920, she
transferred the title of ownership to the Trust. The “Sailors Rest” stood
on its original site until 1964 and this site is now part of the Marlston Hill
Commercial/Residential precinct.
Eliza died in 1924 and is buried in the Bunbury Cemetery
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NEWS FROM BUNBURY BRANCH
Our Christmas luncheon took place in the Cathedral at our
December meeting. What a happy time we had as you can
see from this photo.
How wonderful it will be for our branch when the parish hall is
completed. Work will commence soon (or so we hope!)
To commence 2021, we were to have a PowerPoint presentation of all that had taken place in 2020 and what we had
achieved in a very difficult year. However, our meeting
was scheduled to occur during the short lockdown period in the
first week of February so the presentation has been deferred to the March meeting.
NEWS FROM BOYUP BROOK (Contributed by Jan Ritson)
This year we have moved to the “small group” method of operating as our numbers have dwindled
to five. This means we have no elected office bearers and finance is handled via the parish
treasurer. We have a nominated contact person who is myself and a nominated recorder who is
Margaret Hester. We have already met and planned our activities for the years and, as MU
members, we plan to be active in the parish and in the community and to attend MU diocesan
events where possible.
NEWS FROM MANDURAH (Contributed by Sally Bone)
We finished off our year at our November meeting with a bring-and-share
luncheon, following a Eucharist all at the Anglican Community Centre where we
also celebrated the forthcoming 90th birthday of Joy Barrett and made mention
of 2 other November birthdays – Hazel Rowell and Margaret Bell – all 3 have a
combined membership of 174years!!
Between our November meeting and February meeting we have 13 members
who celebrate birthdays, Joy’s - (61 years a member) as mentioned before was
on December 17th and on January 5th Julie Gent ( 61 years a member, following
in the footsteps of her mother and Aunt) celebrated her 85 th birthday with a
surprise arrival for the party of her daughter Ros from Kununurra

Julie & her
daughter

On November 24th we joined with the Friends and Fellowship Group for a
morning tea where we heard about the life of our Member of 30 years standing,
Audrey White - see page 8 - and farewelled MU Member Anne Still who has
moved to Queensland.

Our 2 ongoing projects are not to be forgotten – Christmas Care Angels as many
of you no doubt make, and the Angel Tree Project which
Mothers’ Union coordinates for the parish. Our aim is to support children in the
greater Mandurah area who are separated from their parents/grandparents at
Christmas by giving them a present on behalf of their family member who is in
prison.
Thanks to the generosity of our parishioners we were able to buy presents for 17
young folk this year. Mothers’ Union members purchase and wrap the presents
ready for distribution. This was carried out on the Sunday before Christmas by
Wendy and our locum Deacon, Mere.
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Anne Still

Joy Barrett

THANK YOU

In the Summer edition of the Mustard Tree, there appeared an article on the
life of Canon Collick, a pioneering priest in the goldfields area particularly in
the Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie/Boulder area. I asked if any members had
heard of him and two members replied. I was so pleased to hear from them
as I don’t get many replies. Another response, this time from Helen
Crawford of Kalgoorlie, came recently.
One of our members who gave me some information was Florence
Cunniffe of the Bunbury Branch. She loaned me this book, “Four
Bishops and Their See”, in which Canon Collick gets several mentions. As
a bit of a history freak, I read this book and found out so much about the
early days of the Anglican Church in Western Australia. If you think we
have hard times now, then read this book and find out how difficult it was to
be a priest during this period. Not only was it difficult for the church but also
for the pioneering communities.
Both Florence and Jim Cunniffe remember their parents telling stories of the work of Canon Collick.
The other MU member who replied was Glenda Marshall of the Busselton Branch. She writes:
“I was delighted to read the article about Canon Collick in the last issue of The Mustard Tree. As I
lived in Kalgoorlie for many years, I was aware of Canon Collick because he was held in very high
esteem in the Eastern Goldfields area because of his generous nature. He was always known for
riding his bicycle. A story I also often heard told was that, due to his dedication and generosity, he
had not left the area for a holiday or indeed taken leave entitlements for a long time. The people of
the Goldfields consequently instigated a special collection to rectify this, however due to his generosity this did not achieve the desired outcome as he decided the poor and needy required it more than
he needed a holiday and he distributed the funds accordingly.
At the Kalgoorlie Amana Aged Care facility my friend currently resides in the house that is named in
his honour”.
Helen Crawford writes:
My father Richard Holmes was born in England in 1889.
After returning from the first world war in 1921 he worked in Broken Hill N.S.W. When he met my
mother, Irene May Rowe, he applied for a group settlement block in Byford W.A. which were being
allocated to returned soldiers. Richard and Irene decided to be married in Kalgoorlie and a special
licence was granted. Canon Collick at St. John’s Anglican church officiated at the service on the 27 th
September, 1923. The couple then boarded the train to Perth, then travelled by horse and cart to the
house they were to live in at Byford. Life was pretty hard in Western Australia at that time.

FLORENCE’S WEALTH OF KNOWLEDGE
It is hard to concentrate on household duties when Florence Cunniffe and her husband, James, brought to my home such
a lot of information about the Bunbury Diocese which she has collected over many years. I was just so enthralled with the
collection that I got carried away and forgot to do the usual things such as cooking dinner!! Thank you Flo and Jim for
sharing your collection. I have a lot of reading ahead of me especially the correspondence Flo had with the Sisters of St
Elizabeth whose assistance in the very difficult early days of the diocese was appreciated by everyone.
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16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM (Contributed by Jan Ritson)
Thank you Jan for sending in this article. It was so good to hear that at least one branch took part in the 16
Days of Activism. Perhaps your article will inspire other branches to be part of this campaign.

16 Days of Activism Against Gender-based Violence is an international campaign which takes place
each year from 25 November (International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women) until
10 December (International Human Rights Day). As a world wide organisation, Mothers Union joins
around 6,000 organisations from about 187 countries to raise awareness of, and call for, an end to
gender-based violence in all forms.
Boyup Brook MU took part in this campaign by doing two things. Firstly, Rev’d Carol Reid gathered
information about gender-based violence and also
where help is available in the South West. This was
displayed on pin-up boards in the church and the
Rectory (our “parish centre”).
I downloaded the “16 days of bible verses and
prayers” from the MU website. I used these to highlight the campaign by sending them to everyone on
our email prayer chain, doing two per day for eight
days.
SOCIAL ISSUES AND ACTION - SOME THINGS TO CONSIDER
(Contributed by Sylvia Spicer, Social Issues & Action Coordinator)

After reading the latest report from Susan Skowronski (the Australian Social Issues and Action
Coordinator) I felt that I should write something for this issue of the Mustard Tree.

In her report Susan lists issues that the Australian Human Rights Commission has highlighted in their
recent report. As far as women are concerned, it is not as encouraging as one would like it to be.
Susan highlights only the issues raised under Women’s Rights and it certainly give us food for
thought.
Equal Pay for Equal work: It is terrible that in 2021 women are still fighting for recognition in this
area. This does not only apply to lower paid occupations either – it seems executives in big corporations discriminate also. Men do seem to receive a better salary package. I have seen programs on
Television where this issue is highlighted. It is not the same in all occupations and not in all countries,
however where it does exist it needs to be stopped. I compliment those companies who do the right
thing by their female employees.
Violence Against Women: We seem to read of this happening in our newspapers and see instances
on television. The numbers Susan quotes “one in three” gives us reason to be disturbed. With so
many people having been confined to home most of the time in the last 12 months – often with their
partners – each suffering the strain of being unable to work – loss of income etc, it is no wonder that
tensions erupt. The sad thing about this is when children witness such violence – what does this do to
them – it raises many questions as to their future and how they may treat a partner in the future.
Perhaps we should be thinking about how we as MU members can be active in helping women and
their families. Can we encourage programs to teach people simple respect for one another and self
control? I hope that as an organisation we can do something to help the situation. Let us hope and
pray that this pandemic will end soon and that effective vaccines be available.
Midday Prayers: Can I encourage those who use Facebook to click on to MU Global as MU in
England is producing live Midday Prayers each weekday with different people leading them. I am
happy to share it and perhaps others can also.
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An edited version of Audrey’s Story – 8 pages condensed to just 1 page

AUDREY’S STORY.
I was born in Plymouth, England, on the 31st December 1931. I lived at home
with my parents and four sisters It was during my schooldays that the world was
thrown into chaos with the outbreak of WW2. Life became very dangerous in
Plymouth during the war years so much so that the Government decided to
evacuate children from London into the countryside. So the family packed up
and moved about one mile away to Prince Rock, another suburb, where my
parents took over a general store and we lived in the attached accommodation
When the bombs started falling we used to go down to the cellar under the
house which we used as an air-raid shelter. After the war the family moved back
to Plymouth.

Audrey (L) with her
friend, Lorraine.

After leaving school my first job was at Spooners, a department store, then a succession of other
jobs as there was plenty of work around at that time. It was during this time that I met Ian, an army
mechanic, who was to become the love of my life and, after his three-year posting to Malaysia, we
were married in 1953. After Ian left the army we moved to London where he found work as a
mechanic. It was in London that our sons David and Julian were born. After a period, we returned to
Plymouth to live and it was there that Christopher was born. Ian then worked at the nuclear power
plant at Somerset. I really liked living there but Ian wanted to migrate to Australia. Our 1964 application was accepted and with just two weeks’ notice we flew to Australia arriving in 100 degree heat.
It was terribly hot in Perth that November. The hostel had no air-conditioning and we all suffered. I
remember the boys just sitting on the floor, too hot to even move. Not a good introduction to Australia,
however when we left the hostel we moved into a house we rented at 123 Scarborough Beach Road
that our cousin had found for us. It was close to the sea and the boys loved it there. I enrolled them in
the local school and was told they were three years ahead of their age group here. This allowed them
to take it a bit easy and apply themselves more in the areas they weren’t so advanced in. Though we
were so far away from most of our family it was lovely to be surrounded by this other branch of the
family.
Ian then decided he would like to try the Lighthouse Service for a year and, being skilled as both a
Mechanic and Electrician, we found ourselves posted to Eclipse Island off Albany. Postings to Cape
Don north of Darwin, Cape Leeuwin, back to Eclipse, Geraldton then finally Rottnest. After 22 years,
the last 12 on Rottnest – trials and tribulations, home-schooled children who all attained University
degrees, - Ian was forced to retire due to poor health – bladder cancer caused by the chemicals used
to paint the Lighthouses – a constant job for the keepers
We had a home built in Mandurah so we were able to move into this. Ian died in 2002 at the age of
72. I have been a member of the Christ’s Church congregation since arriving in Mandurah 30 years
ago and have a lot of friends here. I am still in Mother’s Union and, even in this pandemic, have
managed to get to church most weeks with the help of friends, something that is necessary now I no
longer drive.
There are so many more memories that have surfaced as I recounted these events. It has been an
enjoyable exercise and I hope you have enjoyed my story.
With Love, Audrey
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BACKGROUND AND HISTORY OF THE INDOOR MEMBERS’ PRAYER CIRCLE
The Indoor Members’ Prayer Circle was started in 1921 by Mrs. Edith Lucy Mosse, originally for any member
who, for any reason, was prevented from taking part in the activities of their local branch but wanted to support
and pray for the leaders and the work of the organisation. Originally it was known as the Invalid Members’
Prayer Circle and Edith was its first Central Correspondent.
The Circle grew out of Edith’s own experiences and needs. Whenever possible, Rev William, her husband,
would take Edith to visit a neighbour who was crippled with arthritis and they prayed together and received
Communion together. Edith realised that, as she prayed for others, it helped her with her own suffering and
this gave her great comfort.
She then put together a scheme which she submitted to MU Head Office suggesting that this idea of praying
together might prove worthwhile and in 1918 an experimental group was set up in Birmingham diocese under
the title ‘Prisoners of God’. From then on, it spread to other dioceses and in 1921 it was officially incorporated
in the MU as the Invalid Members’ Prayer Circle
By the 1960’s there was a growing dislike of the word ‘Invalid’ in the title. As medical treatment had improved
fewer people were confined to bed but there were still many who were housebound, so in 1971 the title was
changed to the Indoor Members’ Prayer Circle. Its purpose was ‘ to comfort the members and enable them to
comfort others and also to pray for the work of the Mothers’ Union and to support its leaders’.
In 1991 prayer leaflets were issued three times a year for IMPC members. These were in bold print and set out
topics for prayers each week and were greatly appreciated by the members. The Central President (later the
Worldwide President) also sent a Christmas letter to every IMPC member. The Prayer leaflets became very
popular, not only with IMPC members but also the ordinary members so in 2009 it became Families Worldwide
and included not only daily prayers and thoughts but also profiles of the provinces worldwide. This publication
was welcomed by ordinary members .
The above article (extracts of which are shown above) came from: Sheila Allton (IMPC Rep) Southwell & Nottingham Diocese, Via
Mothers’ Union: February e-Newsletter (UK) 2021 and passed on to me by Eleanor Lewin.

We here in Bunbury encourage branches to keep in touch with members who can no longer attend
meetings using a variety of formats: visits, phone calls, emails, letters, distribution of the Mothers
Union Prayer Diary, copies of the Mia Mia and the Mustard Tree etc.

MOTHERS’UNION PRAYER DIARY 2021
All members would have received the Prayer Diary for 2021 so I hope you are making good use of it.
Place it close to where you sit or where you use your computer and then you can read the daily
prayers as well as noting which dioceses we are praying for in the Wave of Prayer.
I was glancing through the booklet and came to the article about MU in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo where MU is starting a new three-year project to reduce gender-based violence and
poverty through literacy and agriculture training.
Despite a wealth of natural resources, DRC is one of the world’s poorest countries. In 2019 over
three quarters of its population were estimated to be living below the poverty line.
Lack of basic literacy and numeracy skills are the main barriers facing vast numbers of communities,
in moving out of poverty.
In order to bring change, the project will deliver a programme of literacy, business and agricultural
skill training through community-based literacy circles, savings and credit groups and famers’ cooperatives for 6,600 people across 12 Dioceses of the Anglican Church of Congo.
See page 36 of the Prayer Diary for more information about the DRC
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A CHRISTMAS STORY
GRANDMA REV’D SUE KEMP’S CHRISTMAS MORNING.
It made my day that my three children, aged 15, 20, and 24 joined me to celebrate Christmas
morning at St. Peter’s, Brunswick. Off we went with 18 month old Arthur in tow. As the service started
I reminded the gathered faithful that, once upon a time, Jesus was 18 months old!
All was well and we started singing the Gloria. I was standing just behind the altar rail out of sight of
the organist. The Christmas tree was on the other side of the altar rail. “Glory to God in the highest
and peace to God’s people on earth…”
Arthur spots baubles. ‘Balls’ he mutters as he walks to the tree. One off, bouncing down the aisle,
two off, bounce, still singing the Gloria. Three off…only its stuck. The Christmas tree falls over and I
shoot my hand out and catch it. Arthur is still tugging at the baubles. The organist can’t see what is
happening. We keep singing!
Eventually Katie, Arthur’s mum, comes to the rescue. She grabs the top of the tree… and it comes
off! So now Arthur is tugging at baubles, Katie is holding the top of the Christmas tree and I’m still
holding onto the rest of it. We’re still singing the Gloria and trying really hard not to laugh. Aunty Lucy
comes over to grab Arthur. Arthur is not happy about this. Mr. Fry comes over and rescues the
situation.
Next—ministry of the word. The first reader comes up and Arthur spots the nativity scene under the
altar. He’s very interested in the baby and keeps kissing it. Very cute. Then he wants to play with the
lamb so I knelt on the floor with him and we quietly played with the nativity whilst the readings
happened. I even managed to join in the psalm from the floor.
Eventually, of course, I have to get up to read the gospel and preach. Arthur carries on playing with
the nativity on his own. He sounds very busy but I’m determined not to be distracted so I carry on
regardless. I can see that others are smiling broadly. Katie looks anxious. ‘He’s fine’, I tell her.
As I conclude, though, I’m slightly hesitant to look behind me. The nativity is well and truly
re-arranged! Uncle Henry takes Arthur outside to
play in the park and the grass for a little while.
Later on, whilst I am setting the altar for
communion, Lucy restores the nativity scene.
Finally, at the end of the service I ask if there are
any notices.
“No”, says Mr. Fry, “but I have an announcement.
That was the most memorable Christmas service
we have ever had and it was wonderful. It makes
all the difference to have a young child in church
and yes, once upon a time, Jesus was 18 months
old!” Katie was so grateful for their love that she
was in tears. It truly is a Christmas gift to be part
of such a loving community.
Thank you Rev’d Sue (a Bunbury MU member) for this lovely Christmas story
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On 19th December last year our dear MU member and Collie branch president, Kath Heil, passed
away. The following article was written by our diocesan president, Wendy, and presented at Kath’s
funeral service in All Saints’ Church, Collie, on 18th
January, 2021.
Kath joined the Collie Mothers’ Union at All Saints in 1981, and
was a member for 39 years.
Our Diocesan archives record that when the Collie Branch
celebrated its 60th birthday in 1984, Kath iced the diamondshaped cake made by Thelma Doyle.
We know that Kath became branch president in 1998, a role
she never managed to relinquish, even though the longest time
one is supposed to stay in any role, without at least a three year
break, is six years. Kath’s presidency lasted 22 years.
Kath’s hospitality is well known and I have fond memories of the
parish soup and toast nights hosted by Kath and Les in the their
home during the winter months. This hospitality also extended
to Mothers’ Union, and there is a record in our 1994 annual
report of Collie branch enjoying a luncheon hosted by Kath. A
member of our current diocesan executive remembers Kath
hosting an executive meeting in her home when the Collie
branch hosted our diocesan Country Rally.
During Kath’s time as a member of Collie Mothers’ Union the
branch had many community projects. These included making
and distributing joy boxes to the hospital, giving a Bible to
couples when they married, holding quarterly visits to Riverview, knitting for King Edward Memorial Hospital, and making
grieving sets for the hospital. In most recent years Mothers’ Union in
Collie held informal meetings. I attended one of these in September
last year at Kath’s home where we talked about Mothers’ Union in
the parish while enjoying Kath’s wonderful hospitality.
Under Kath’s leadership the Collie branch also played a role in the
life of Mothers’ Union in the diocese. As well as providing transportation to members to enable them to attend functions in Bunbury
and other parts of the diocese, Kath also led the organisation of
diocesan events hosted in Collie. These included the last Mothers’
Union Vasse Deanery rally in 1999 and the Country Rally in 2007
and 2015.
The program for the 2007 rally lists Kath as presenting “I wish you
enough’.
I will read it to you now.
I wish you enough sun to keep your attitude bright.
I wish you enough rain to appreciate the sun more.
I wish you enough happiness to keep your spirit alive.
I wish you enough pain so that the smallest joys in life
appear much bigger.
I wish you enough gain to satisfy your wanting.
I wish you enough loss to appreciate all that you possess.
I wish you enough "Hello's" to get you through the final
"Goodbye."
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DID YOU KNOW?

Bunbury Diocese

Tuesday 23rd March 2021

Mothers’ Union in Australia was formed
in 1892, among the first nations to
adopt Mothers’ Union outside of the
UK. Today, by supporting marriage
and family life, especially through times
of adversity, more than 6,000 members
of Mothers’ Union in Australia are
tackling the most urgent and pressing
needs that are challenging relationships and communities.

MORNING TEA

Projects and activities across the
country include:

LADY DAY
FESTIVAL
From 9.15am Chapter Room, St Boniface

•
•

EUCHARIST

•

10.30am St Boniface Cathedral
Celebrant Bishop Ian Coutts

•

LUNCHEON 12.15pm for 12.30pm
Parade Hotel on the Water (Function Room)
1 Austral Parade, Bunbury

Cost of Luncheon: $27.50 (tea & coffee
included)

GUEST SPEAKER
Mrs Wendy Mabey
(2020-2022 Diocesan President)

Rebuilding with Hope and Confidence
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•

Parenting Programme
Support for refugees
Court hospitality - Coffee & Care to
the Children’s Courts
Hospital visiting
Northern Outreach Fund supports
clergy families in isolated communities

•

Practical support for new mums

•

Baptism ministry

•

School breakfast clubs

•

Holidays for disadvantaged families

•

“Granny for a day” befriending
project

•

Practical support for the homeless

•

Marriage enrichment workshops

•

16 days of activism against gender
based violence

Mothers’ Union members are involved
in the global Mothers’ Union Listening,
Observing, Acting (MULOA) process
with members from Papua New
Guinea, Australia, Solomon Islands,
Vanuatu, New Zealand, and Tonga
coming together.

The Story Behind ‘In Christ Alone” (our theme song for 2021)
(Contributed by Lynda Howe our Prayer & Spirituality Coordinator)

‘In Christ Alone’ is one of the most popular Christian hymns ever written. The writers of this modern
hymn are Keith Getty and Stuart Townend, both writers of worship music in the United Kingdom.
Julian Keith Getty OBE was born on 16th December 1974 in Lisburn, Northern Ireland. He is the
eldest of four children and began making music at age 11, learning the piano then the flute. He was
influenced by classical, Irish and church music of all kinds, and went on to study music at Chad’s
College, Durham University, graduating with a Bachelor of Arts in 1995.
Keith has produced and orchestrated for over 200 projects including working with Sir Cliff Richards.
In 2002 he met Kristyn Lennox and they married two years later and have gone on to have four
daughters.
The Gettys have written many melodies together since. They live in Portstewart, Northern Ireland,
and Nashville, Tennessee. Keith has received many awards including an OBE from the Queen for
his contribution to music and hymn writing.
The co-writer of ‘In Christ Alone’ is Stuart Townend. He was born in West Yorkshire, England, in
1963 and was the son of a Church of England vicar in Sowerby Bridge, West Yorkshire, with three
older siblings.
He learnt the piano from age seven and began song writing at age 22. He studied Literature at the
University of Sussex, where he met Caroline whom he married in 1988. They have three children,
Joseph, Emma and Eden.
Stuart led worship and performed many events including Songs of Praise. In June 2017 he was
awarded the Crammer Award for Worship by the Archbishop of Canterbury for “his outstanding
contribution to contemporary worship music.”
In 2001 Keith and Stuart wrote the hymn ‘In Christ Alone’ with the purpose of creating a modern
hymn to tell the story of Christ’s life. They released it on the Kingsway album New Irish Hymns. It
rapidly gained popularity and by 2005 it was named by a BBC Songs of Praise survey as the ninth
best loved hymn of all time. In their 2010 survey it was named the second best hymn of all time! In
2006 it was number one on the UKs CCLI charts and was still number one in January 2009. It was
number two in Australia, number seven in Canada and number 15 in the US. The British Hymn
Society nominated ‘In Christ Alone’ as one of the top five hymns of all time.
Keith Getty
Stuart Townend

Source: Wikipedia.
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A SAD CONCLUSION TO 2020

On 29th December, 2020, a funeral service took place in
St Boniface Cathedral where MU members, family
members, friends and parishioners gathered to say their
last farewell to our beloved member, Marjorie Murray.
Marjorie passed away on the 19th of December aged 101.
She had laid out exactly how she wanted her service to
take place. This included two readings: Romans 8:38-39
and John 14:1-6 and two hymns: The king of love my
shepherd is and guide me o thou great redeemer. The
Venerable Brian Newing was the celebrant assisted by the
Very Rev’d Darryl Cotton.
Marj’s story was told in the Spring edition of The Mustard
Tree in 2019 when she celebrated her 100th birthday.
Here are some added details as related by her nephew,
Chris, in his eulogy.
In 1955 Marjorie emigrated to Australia and a very short time later she met, and then two years
later, married her husband, Jack. What a challenge it must have been for Marjorie having left the
green fields of England to find herself on a farm at Bodallin on the edge of the wheatbelt. For a
start, she and Jack lived in fairly primitive conditions until they could afford to buy a transportable
home. Work on the farm was very hard indeed and Marjorie was involved in many difficult tasks.
Marjorie took a keen interest in the wildlife of that area.
In 1974 Marjorie and Jack retired to Bunbury and purchased a house in Beach Road where she
lived for the rest of her life apart from the month before her passing.
Marjorie’s interests were Wimbledon, the Royal Family, the Red Cross and, of course, her association with St Boniface Cathedral, her spiritual home.
Chris related how Marjorie celebrated her 101st birthday in September. Family members took her
to Busselton and she enjoyed a trip along the jetty on the specially-decorated train. Then she went
down in the lift to the Underwater Observatory. What a way to celebrate your 101st birthday!!
Dear Marjorie, we at MU will miss you so much. Rest in peace dear friend.
BUSSELTON BRANCH NEWS
Just to say we had a lovely service to conclude our extraordinary year last November at a local
restaurant overlooking the beach. We were around the 30 that attended, including "Friends of MU'
and the Ladies and Mission Guild members. Invited guests were the Diocesan President, Wendy,
and the Diocesan MU Chaplain, Rev Cathie Broome. Rev'd Rose led the service.
So now to 2021; members met in January and put together a programme for the year, which we
hope will be enjoyable and our meeting dates not to be missed!
We will prepare for Lady Day at our February meeting and look forward to a talk from one of St
Mary's parishioners on her experiences living in the 'Jungles of Borneo'!!
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IT WILL HAPPEN

Sometime in the near future when you visit St
Boniface Cathedral you will be able to enjoy a
great meeting space, a cuppa, a chat in our
new hall. We had hoped it would be finished
by now but, what with Covid-19, it hasn’t
materialised. Work is due to start early March
provided that supplies become available—
they too have been held up by the coronavirus
lockdowns in many states.
As Bunbury MU members we are so happy to
know that we will have a great meeting place
as for the past couple of years we have had to meet in the Cathedral, sitting in the pews. This
restricts what we can do, as you can imagine, and can become quite uncomfortable as we sit upright
taking part in the Eucharist and then our meeting which follows.
The new hall will be sited on the south side of the Cathedral taking up some of the parking space.
This will be especially so during the construction phase as temporary fencing will be installed.
Parking will be available on the grass area and access to the Cathedral will be via the stairs or via
the lift just inside the lower door.
Our first meeting inside the new hall will be a time of celebration—what we will do is still to be
planned as we do not know when it will be completed. Patience is called for!!
RE COVID 19 PANDEMIC
Hello all.
Coming as I do from Redfern, an inner city suburb of Sydney, I have absolutely no doubt that I
would have been in trouble with this dreadful virus if I were still in Redfern.
Having COPD, my lungs are in a very fragile condition and, as someone who could walk into the
Sydney CBD, I have no doubt I could have encountered one of the people from the infected cruise
ship; especially if one of them had to appear in a court where I worked.
What I want to say is that we are in the safest place we could be! Countries that were boasting nil
infections are now having many infections.
I know that families and businesses are affected, but many more people are alive who would not
have been had not our state closed down and taken
good care of its citizens.
We didn’t have the cases from Senior Citizens’
Homes that occurred in other states
Once the vaccines are fully rolled out I will be one
of the first in line (I hope).
Keep safe. In Christ to all, Barbra Lawrence
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Important Dates for Mothers’ Union in 2021
Mothering Sunday 14th March
First Executive meeting Monday 22nd March, Bunbury
Lady Day Tuesday 23rd March, Bunbury
Second Executive Meeting Monday 28th June, Donnybrook
Fellowship Day Tuesday 29th June, Donnybrook
Third Executive Meeting Monday 18th October, Katanning
Country Rally & AGM Tuesday 19th October, Katanning
Don’t forget to send me your snippets of information especially news from your branch. Photos most
welcome.
The closing date for the next edition of the Mustard Tree is 14th May 2021
Send your contributions to:
Margaret Rennick

NEXT EDITION



Some interesting history of your church

I would love to hear how you and/or your branch
worked through:



How you use your Prayer Diary 2021



How your branch recognises the Wave of Prayer



A new member



The loss of a loved member



Etc etc!!



Mothering Sunday



Lady Day



World Day of Prayer



A member’s story

Astronomers got tired of watching the moon go round the earth for 24 hours, so they decided to call it a day.
Nurse came in and said, doc there’s man in the waiting room who thinks he's invisible, what should I tell him.
The doctor said tell him I can’t see him today.
I’m tired of my procrastination issues; just you wait and see
I have a pencil that used to be owned by William Shakespeare but he chewed it a lot and now I can't tell if it’s
2B or not 2B.
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