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Some photos  from  our great  Winter Gathering at Swan 

Hill ........                          

                                                          Three Presidents  

                                              &  various groups  at                                   

                                             their tables....and a Hall       

                                                 view as we  learnt about  

                                                 the work of The Orange      

                                  Door in our part of the   

                                                   world from  Jason.  
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     Vincent  Van Gogh’s work was transformed in 
amazing ways  at the Melbourne exhibition called The 

Lume...... Some of you may have seen it ?  
                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                      

AMUA Bendigo theme for 2022 is     
                     

 

 LINKED TOGETHER  
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TRANSFORMATION – NOW and GOING FOR GOLD! 
                                                                                                          

Congratulations to all of our Australians and their supporters 
who’ve ‘gone for Gold’ at the recent Commonwealth Games 
in Birmingham.                                                                                                                                   

For Special mention: Bamawm’s Col Pearse, grandson of 
50-yr MU member Dot Pearse, Lockington parish.  Col won 
gold in the S10 100m butterfly. 

             Also Bendigo swimmer Jenna Strauch who won    
silver in the 200m breaststroke and came 6th in the 100m 
breaststroke. Jenna is niece of our Publication Coordinator 
and Eaglehawk MU member Leonie Strauch.                                                                                                                            
I’m sure all who have participated or supported participants 
would be feeling different people – TRANSFORMED people – 
just because of this experience.                          

 I’ve been thinking of Saul who we read about in the book of 
Acts who had the ‘Damascus experience’ when he was con-
fronted by the ‘Voice’ calling to him….Acts 9:5…. GNB.  ”Saul, 
Saul, Why do you persecute me?” “Who are you, Lord?” he 
asked. “I am Jesus, whom you persecute,” the Voice said. 
(Then the directive..) V.6 “But get up and go into the city, 
where you will be told what you must do.” Saul ‘gets up’, 
Ananias receives a message in a vision from the Lord.  
Ananias is obedient to the Lord’s incredible instructions.                                                                                    
The result:?   Saul not only has the ‘scales’ removed from his 
eyes, but he is baptised; he stays in Damascus with the be-
lievers for a few days, then in v.20 Saul who was the mur-
derer of the Believers, goes ‘straight to the synagogues and 
(he) began to preach that Jesus was the Son of God’.......... 

15 

A Reminder.....From our Promotional Brochure .. 
         .in answer to , ‘What do we do? ’   Simply said.....we  

 

...” Provide Christian care for families” .....  We are: A 
worldwide fellowship of  Christians united in prayer      
worship and service.’  
 
 And ....From our current Prayer Leaflet prepared by                   
Rev’d Dr Lesley McLean ....August 28th 2022 
 
Love and Service ...... 
The trouble with love and service is that it comes easily for 
those who have that sort of personality and that the        
opposite is true; a personality that wants and expects love 
and service to be done to them. The outcome often results 
in abuse in all its forms. Christian love and service,          
following Christ’s commandments , is devastatingly         
difficult, simply because it demands sacrifice. To go against 
one’s inclination is always  always  difficult, even when you 
know it is the right thing to do.    
Jesus said “ Love your enemies’ and even more ’Do good 
to those who hate you’. 
 
 
Beloved , let us love one another because love is from 
God ;everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 
Whoever does noy love does not know God, for God is 
love.  1 John 4 : 7=8  
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Join us for an Afternoon Apart at St. Peter’s      
Eaglehawk 

on Tuesday 27
th

 September from 1.30-3pm. 
This will be led by the Rev. Angela Lorrigan, part of the Cathedral 
team. 
Angela has had a colourful career as a geologist, flying to various 
parts of Australia  including Tasmania in her employment. 
She felt the call to ordained ministry several years ago, while still 
working part-time as a geologist. She has  recently become full-
time in ordained ministry. Angela was previously a member of the 
Bendigo North parish. 
All, not just women, are invited to enjoy a quiet reflective time with 
Angela and  fellowship over a cuppa. 
 
RSVP to Lorraine Foti on 5446 8728 or Val Coghill 5446 1545 by 
Sunday 25

th
 September. 

 

In Romans 12:1-2, the Apostle Paul admonishes his  audience to 
think differently, to set our minds differently (v. 2), and to “put 
on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the  
image of its Creator” (v. 10). Different parts of the human body 
completely renew themselves with new cells to replace old ones. 
Our skin renews itself every two to three weeks, whereas our 
bone cells renew about every ten years. There are some parts of 
our brains that   regenerate and grow new cells, while other parts 
remain the same (Chris Opfer, “Does Your Body Really Replace 
Itself Every 7 Years?,” How Stuff Works, June 6, 2014, ).  
We have an active role in renewing our minds,, being          
transformed from the inside out (see also Romans 12:1–2). 
When we renew our minds to  consider God and his  presence in 
our daily lives, we know him better and are transformed to be 
more like him.  

3 

..........‘All who heard him were amazed and asked, “Isn’t he 
the one who in Jerusalem was killing those who worship that 
man Jesus?....” ‘But Paul’s preaching became even more 
powerful, and his proofs that Jesus was the Messiah were so 
convincing that the Jews who lived in Damascus could not 
answer him.’ There are plans to kill Saul, his followers help 
him escape, he goes to Jerusalem and is rejected by the     
disciples (fear and mistrust); Barnabas is given insight and 
takes him ‘under his wing’. Barnabas takes Saul to the    
Apostles and Saul stays with them and ‘preaches boldly in 
the name of the Lord’ all over Jerusalem. V.31 ‘And so it was 
that the church throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had 
a time of peace. Through the help of the Holy Spirit it (the 
Church) was strengthened and grew in numbers, as it lived in 
reverence for the Lord.’                 

                                Jenny Rainsford             

 Following the  2022  

Lady Day  service  

at St Paul’s Cathe-

dral Bendigo, Elaine 

Matheson was able 

to visit  Eileen Pyke  

in  hospital and  

present her with her 

50 years of member-

ship Scroll.  
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 CHAPLAIN  PETER  DELVES  INTO  MYSTERIES 

          
 
 

     These are the opening words of verse two of Charles Wesley’s 
hymn known by its opening line: And can it be that I should gain 
an int’rest in the Saviour’s blood?  The hymn declares loudly and 
clearly that we have been justified in Christ and so enjoy full assur-
ance of faith and joy of salvation. 
      Over the last few weeks, I have been reflecting a little on some 
of the events that are not yet fully understood by many - at least 
by me. How was it that Jesus should go through the agonising 
process of betrayal, torture and ignominious death? What sort of 
form did the risen Jesus have when he appeared to his disciples to 
eat and drink with them? Why did the birth of the church dramati-
cally take place with tongues of fire and tongues of languages? 
How does this newly-given Holy Spirit fit into God the Father and 
God the Son to form the trinity? 
        These mysteries are exciting and challenging. They unsettle 
our thinking and leave us wondering. Many put such mysteries ‘in 
the too hard basket’ and walk away. Others study, write and lec-
ture in an attempt to produce understanding. We miss the big pic-
ture when we stay in our heads and intellects and forget our 
hearts and spiritual desires.  
          It is all mystery. That is one the most beautiful things about 
our faith in God. He is a person of mystery, only showing himself 
very rarely and mainly through the person of Jesus. The Father and 
the Son together send us the Holy Spirit who will speak to us the 
truth that the Son gives her to speak. Trying to analyse this is fruit-
less, but trusting in her work to speak into our hearts is vital. Over 
time we learn to discern the subtle difference between our own 
intuition and the still small voice of the Holy Spirit.  
         We can trust in both as we go about our lives and engage 
with others. We have nothing to fear as God’s perfect love casts 
that all away so long as we do our best to follow Jesus.              

Tis mystery all! The Immortal dies! 

Who can explore His strange  design? 
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Year 3: the people set up a produce stall at the market, others 
buy, eat and start a garden.  
Then – build that church! You have the congregation by now, af-
ter all! As Father McGlade said ‘Give people the means to stay 
alive in this world so that they can hear about eternal life.’ 
 I’m sure there was much mention of Jesus’ words about Living 
Water; John 4 among them.  
           Then in eventual obedience to the hierarchy, he’d move on 
and do it all again.  
              Alas, at the end of 1966, the Biafran war broke out, and 
Nigeria has never been the same. The British High Commission 
required our family to leave the country (3 weeks before           
Matriculation which I was  teaching…); later, the school was razed 
to the ground. Anyone likely to speak against the military was 
thrown into prison, including Father McGlade. Somehow they 
couldn’t kill him… so they broke all his fingers (apparently so he 
that he’d be unable to offer the Eucharist to others).   
              After 2-3 years, he was released (his faith, hope and love 
were a   nuisance in prison!) and he returned to Ireland. Slowly he 
recovered; his fingers were re-broken, with some sort of an       
attempt to set them. He addressed parishes about the needs of 
the Nigerian Church.  
               End of story? No, indeed. He returned to Nigeria despite 
entreaties of church, friends and relatives – his true parish, where 
he chose to live and die. His broken hands restricted him, so I un-
derstand he lived in parishes where a newly ordained priest 
needed support.  
So yes, an unforgettable man.  Not all of us are called to such   

witness but all are called – and I think often about that  supportive 

Irish group he had; truly an example to the Parish.  

                                                                       Julia Nutting 

Thank you all for your contributions, most of which have been  

used for this edition of Linked Together .....if not, they are ‘on file’ 

for later ...          Ronda Gault    Editor  
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......  I was blown away and I overjoyed and relieved, as between 
Ross and myself we have had so many appointments over the last 
few months. 
 So I have been truly blessed and ministered to by many human 
angels over the last few months and am so very grateful.  I move 
forward in my faith journey giving thanks and praise to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
                                                                     Janet Everitt 

     .........................................................................            

               .. A truly memorable man 

A small grandson asked me ‘Who’s the most special person 
you’ve ever met? ’I told him about my father, whom he never met 
and who has had a great influence on my life.  
The other night I was praying for missions, and suddenly found 
myself thinking yet again about Father McGlade, an Irish Roman 
Catholic priest in Nsukks, Eastern Nigeria, where in the 1960s I 
was teaching in a boys’ secondary college. (Dream job; in those 
days secondary education was available to only 2% of the eligible 
population, so boys valued the  opportunity and behaved! With 
the occasional exception of sons of rich members of Parliament). 
The college was RC so I met Father McGlade there and around the 
town.  
He had an exceptionally energetic and active support group in 
Ireland, which enabled him to do what he felt guided to do. The 
RC hierarchy knew he was well supported, so planned that he 
should change parishes frequently:   ‘Make yourself known, build 
a church – then move on and do it again. Spread access to the 
gospel!                                                                              
But Father had a different and rather effective way of making the 
Good News happen.          
           Year 1: with the people, find water, make a bore.                                             
           Year 2: with the people, establish a garden of vegetables 
and fruit with access to the water, which people can eat and sell. 
Several in the neighbourhood of the bore start their own healthy 
gardens. 
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   ............Since we are  justified by faith, we are confident to pray 
and not fear judgement as we approach God  – ‘tis mystery. .........                                                                                                                     
     Wesley closes his hymn with a proclamation. Yes, we are alive 
in Him; our spirits are daily enlivened by Jesus through faith. Jesus 
is now our master, our friend, our leader  
 
My prayer for you is that you hold onto these strange mysteries 
with trust and with confidence. 

 

 

Hilary Hunt, Maryborough  

received her 50 year   

membership scroll from   

Reverend Peter Dyke  our 

MU Chaplain.  

 

Our former Mothers Union 

President , Andrew,  visited  

Maryborough Branch at it’s 

June  Meeting .                

Julia Nutting  Elizabeth 

Tovey Hilary Hunt  Iris 

Anderson Canon Heather 

Blackman  and President 

Esther Waters  are pictured 
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Persecution of the Karen 

in Myanmar 

TOPICS CHOSEN 

FOR THE PRAYER 

STATIONS WERE:  

 

*FLOODS that had 

recently devastated 

areas of N.S.W. and          

Queensland.  

*WAR in UKRAINE  

*PERSECUTION of 

the KAREN people in 

BURMA 

*DOMESTIC  

VIOLENCE 

*MENTAL                   

HEALTH                                                                                                                                

*HOMELESSNESS                                                                                                                                                                                       

CLIMATE CHANGE 

Domestic Violence 

Many people were able to 
pop in  to the Cathedral and 
stay for as long as they felt 
inclined. There were printed 
prayers in a jar for people to 
take with them as they left.  
As Lady Day was on the 25th 
March , MU members from 
other parishes who attended 
the Cathedral for the service,  
were able to  see the         
commented on the idea and   
offered much positive       
feedback.      
            Anne Roberts 

Climate Change 

Persecution of the Karen 

in Myanmar 
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                                    Human Angels 
 

   Recently I was reading my devotions about Elijah when he was 
so exhausted and in despair. From 1 Kings 19 v5-8 he had run 
away and was wanting to die, he lay down under a broom tree 
and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, 
“get up and eat”, He looked, and there at his head was a cake of 
bread on hot stones, and a jar of water, he ate and drank and lay 
down again. 
      Question?.... When have we been ministered to by human  
angels struck a cord with me as I look back over the last six plus 
months and see how I have been ministered to by people who I’ve 
hardly known from the community of Eaglehawk. 
      When I was offered a place at Echuca hospital to have a knee 
replacement and a part time staff member at IGA volunteered out 
of the blue to take me, I was blown away by the offer, she was 
serious and took me twice to Echuca for pre-op day and day of op 
as well. She was so caring and we now have a lovely new friend. 
Friends from church Des and Rhonda Miller came and brought me 
home. 
      A few weeks ago Ross was on the way into Hospital for an ap-
pointment when he fell and ended up in Emergency over night 
and I had hurt my back and had a Drs appointment so didn’t go 
with him at that time. Fortunately my daughter had just brought 
my spectacles with new lenses as the taxi didn’t turn up for the 
second time in a week, she took me to  the Doctor 
     The Dr ordered a scan and blood test,  the receptionist  ar-
ranged for my scan  The pathology  lady took my blood, had heard 
my story and as it was late in the day said well you only live in 
Simpsons  Road I’m going home now and I will take you. 
     Then only a few weeks ago I was waiting for eye surgery in day 
procedure centre and two people from the Cardiac pacemaker 
clinic arrived and said we saw you were having surgery today and 
as you have an appointment for a  pacemaker check next week we 
decided to come and do it today to save you coming in again. ......                                                          
                                                                          continued ...... 
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Transforming Misfortunes 
 
        Most loving God, 

In this cynical world help your people to prove the             
hopelessness of existence by turning negative  situations into 
positive ones: 

                  When we are weak, then we are strong. 
 

Help people to transform disappointments into new courage, 
or pain into greater caring and sharing:                                        
            When we are weak, then we are strong.                                                        
 
Help people to use sickness for increased sensitivity toward all 
who suffer or grieve, and to make us treasure our neighbours 
all the more: 
             When we are weak, then we are strong. 
 
Help us to all use reproach for honest self-assessment, and 
abuse for better understanding of others who are abused: 
               When we are weak, then we are strong. 
 
Help the lost to use their dismay to spur them into finding 
themselves and their true destiny: 
                 When we are weak, then we are strong. 
 
Help each of us to find your word though prayers seem        
unanswered, and to hear your call in difficult opportunities: 

       We can do all things through Christ who strengthens us. 

 

Australian Prayers: Bruce Prewer 

 

 
                   Contributed by Evelyn Robertson 
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 Nyah West  Centenary of Worship at All Saints  ..  

Pentecost Sunday 2022                             

        The celebration  marking 100 years of worship at All Saint’s Nyah 
West fell on Pentecost  Sunday, so the church, clergy, MU members with 
our banner, and many past and present  parishioners were in red which 
added to the atmosphere.                                                                                                                                                                   
    MU member Rev’d Rae King took part in the service and Vice           
President, Sylvia Bail, led the intercessions. Following the service and 
shared luncheon, the cake was cut by  Morwenna Hobson who  was   
admitted to YMD in 1963 and has also received her 50 years scroll from  
MU.                                                                     Leone Tress. 
 
         

Above: Menna Hobson.                 

Margaret Finnemore .      

Diane Wells.  

Leone Tress .               

Sylvia Beal.  

Morwenna Hobson  

cuts the Centenary 

Cake. 
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 ...from Jenny ....I’m sure, if we think about it, the 

Lord, through the Holy Spirit, has been transforming 

each one of us over varying periods of time during our 

life. 

There are so many areas in which we, as members of 

MU could be taking a more active role.  Things that 

are ‘Specific”, that are “Attainable” and are 

“Measurable”…… things that we are actually capable of 

attempting, if we are just willing.   We’ve been giving 

thought to this over the last couple of years, specifically 

since Covid ‘hit’.   ‘In MU, Where ARE we going?’   Are 

we ready for more adventures with the Lord’s help 

Well, let’s not sit around…. Let’s put some of the ideas that have 

been circulating, into action. Do something you know you can 

achieve, that’s simple. 

My challenge to you all:  I realise that there are only a 

few more months left in 2022 and no doubt your meetings 

are already planned.  On a non-meeting day, have a special 

get together of any of your interested members for an 

hour or – no other business, just simply to do three 

things 

  

1) Think of one idea you can include in one of this 

year’s remaining programs (maybe involve others in 

your church). (It might be doing something to help 

with Domestic Violence. Check out ’16 Days of      

Activism’ on the internet – how can you be involved?; 

or items needed for ‘The Orange Door’ 57 View St.    
                               9 

Bendigo 1800 512 359, or ‘Haven Home Safe’ (10-16 

Forest St. Bendigo 1300 428 364)… or….. 

 

2) Think of one idea you could plan to do in 2023 

 

3) Very importantly, we have our diocesan AGM in       

November. We will need a few new members on the 

Executive as well as a new Diocesan President.                                                   

When your group receives the Nomination form from 

Ronda, act upon it!! 
 
          ‘Here ends my epistle’!!!! 
Love in Jesus, our Transformer through the workings of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Jenny Rainsford 
‘Acting’ Diocesan President 
(10-16 Forest St. Bendigo 1300 428 364)…  
                    .................................................................... 

New member Elizabeth  Tovey is  

admitted as a  member of Mothers 

Union  at Christ the King               

Maryborough during a Sunday service  

in July.  


