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Prayer in Action

From the President Winter 2022
The test of faith is whether I can make space for difference. Can I recognize
God’s image in someone who is not in my image, whose language, faith, ideal, are different from mine? If I cannot, then I have made God in my image
instead of allowing him to remake me in his. Jonathon Sacks
At the time of International Women’s Day (May 8th) there were many stories,
messages, article and images circulated which both acknowledged the
achievements of women and which highlighted the plight of women who are suffering, both in our
own communities and around the world.

One article or acknowledgement was about Susan Dorothea White, an indigenous woman who, during our Bicentennial in 1988, painted ‘The First Supper’. Unfortunately copyright means that I can’t
share the image with you here, but a link to her webpage is available below. In Susan’s own words:
‘The First Supper is after Leonardo da Vinci's dramatic painting The Last Supper. Although The Last
Supper is a magnificent composition, I wanted to challenge the acceptance of the image of thirteen
men on one side of a table as a celebrated symbol of a patriarchal religion. In place of the men, all
with similar features, I painted thirteen women from different parts of the world. I used a calculator to
construct my composition in proportion to Leonardo's.
The Australian Bicentennial of 1988 influenced my painting. There were conflicting attitudes towards
this 200th anniversary of the arrival of the first English settlers in Australia. Although many celebrated
the Bicentennial, Aboriginal people and their supporters saw it as a commemoration of a white
invasion, and protested. In the position of Leonardo's Christ figure is an Aboriginal woman wearing a
T-shirt bearing the Aboriginal Land Rights flag. The other figures represent women from different
regions of the world, who are part of Australian society today. The figure in the position of Leonardo's
Judas, is a blond in check shirt and overalls; she holds an Aboriginal dilly-bag in place of the moneypurse.
I researched the origins of fruits and vegetables, positioning them on the table to correspond to the
women. From left to right, they are: a tamarillo, avocados, bananas, a coconut, a sliced yam, grapes,
a lemon (for Judas!) and a peach. In the centre of the table, there are Australian foods: witchetty
grubs, a blue-green emu egg, and nuts in the bowl, and quandongs (a desert fruit) behind the bowl. In
the foreground are cherries, then a water-melon, sweet corn, a pear, a plate of dolmades, a mango, a
fish, a spanner crab, a plate of tabouli, an orange and an apple. The figure in the place of Judas has
a can of Coca Cola and a hamburger, while the rest each have a glass of water and a bread roll.
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The feet had to be recreated because the deterioration of the lower section of The Last Supper
has made them indecipherable. I used the series of the mathematician Fibonacci (Leonardo of
Pisa) to solve the problem of how many feet to depict, since it appears that Leonardo da Vinci has
based his composition on the Fibonacci series (... 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21 ...) in the following way: 1
table, 1 central figure, 2 side walls, 3 windows and figures grouped in threes, 5 groups of figures
(including central figure), 8 panels on the walls and 8 table legs, 13 individual figures. Therefore
21 was the logical choice for the number of feet.
The large rock seen through the left window is an important sacred site for Aboriginal people.
Called Uluru, it was returned to them recently as freehold land by the Australian Government.’
http://www.susandwhite.com.au/enlarge.php?
workID=94&fbclid=IwAR1yysdj8MlpGMjNv3W8CCzFXrFXO2tqF--TO1soornyu4oETomtNal85_Y

In times gone past, it was common practice for artists to create people in their work as images of
their sponsor and the sponsor’s family. The Last Supper is believed to have been painted
between 1495 and 1498 and has had many restorations, the last in 1999. It was created for
the Dominican monastery Santa Maria delle Grazie in Milan. The scenery through the back
windows is the countryside of Milan. Leonardo’s sponsor (patron) during that time was Ludovico
Sforza, the duke of Milan, who commissioned the work and the Sforza family coats of arms is
incorporated into the painting.
The creation of Christ, and therefore God, in our own image has continued down through time
and is still prevalent today. In the creative arts I have seen this reflected in the many Nativity
scenes that Ian and I have collected on our travels. We have an igloo, black bears, Celtic
carvings, Russian babushka dolls, and a number depicting the indigenous people of Chile, Argentina and Uruguay. Our collection also has many Anglo-Saxon depictions of the Nativity.
The First Supper’ challenges us to go beyond the comfort of surrounding ourselves with those
who are the ‘same’ as us, people whose language, faith and ideals are the same as ours. It challenges us to welcome to the table those who are different from us, to find room in our hearts, our
homes, our churches and our communities for all peoples. It challenges us to accept people for
who they are and not as we would want them to be.
My prayer:
Creator God,
I give thanks for your patient love and guidance in my life.
May I continue to be remade in your image and,
may my thoughts, words and actions continue to be transformed,
so that I may more clearly see you in the diversity of people I meet.
I pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen.
My action:
As a first step I have shared this message with you. As a second, I have ordered a print copy of
‘The First Supper’. When it arrives it will be displayed where I can see it daily. I shall place a copy
of my prayer alongside and use both as a part of my prayer life. As for more steps, I look forward
to taking them with you and other members of Mothers’ Union in our diocese and beyond.
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
This year’s World Day of Prayer service took place on Friday 4th
March with the theme “I know the plans I have for you” prepared by
representative from England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Here are
some responses from various parishes about their day, noting that
many MU members were involved.
All Saints Donnybrook held the World Day of Prayer service on Friday morning and was joined by local churches as is the custom to take it in turn each
year. Cathie
Attending the World Day of Prayer in Busselton.
This year the Baptist Church were the hosts. it was a lovely service with
fellowship and morning tea following. Our Anglican Church will be hosting
next year's WDP. Lesley
Members at St Andrews Katanning joined other parishioners at our local Baptist Church to be part of the
World Day of Prayer. The people of Ukraine are on our hearts and Tom read aloud a plea from the Chief
Rabbi of Ukraine, a country with 50,000 Jews. He, the Rabbi, is asking us to read aloud Psalm 31 (see page
4). Tom read out a portion but this request is a personal one so we encourage others to do this on their
behalf. There was a good turn out of around 35 to 40 folks representing all the churches in the town.
Social distancing and masks were the order of the day and it was good for us to meet together for prayer.
Sylvia
Boyup Brooks WDP was hosted by the Hope Community Fellowship (a new group established last year and
now using the former Uniting Church as their meeting place). Three MU members attended along with two
other St Saviour’s members. We had representatives from four local church groups. Jan
Albany MU Branch attended the World Day of Prayer at the Wesley church. I, being new to Albany, found
the format of the service different to what I had experienced previously. They have a beautiful candle that
is passed on to the host church each year and, for Albany in 2023, Living Waters will be hosting the World
Day of Prayer. Unfortunately, due to covid, afternoon tea was not part of the gathering although a few
people congregated privately later. All within the covid guidelines. Thank you to our host for organising
such a memorable Word Day of Prayer with attention to detail for decorations. Jane
Bunbury World Day of Prayer was held at St Boniface Cathedral and MU members were to the fore. Our
guest speaker was Archdeacon Julie Baker who hails from Wales and it was memorable to hear her say the
Lord’s Prayer in Welsh. Introducing the service, a prayer was read for Ukraine, see page 4. A covid-safe
afternoon tea was held in our new hall. As the host branch, there was lots of preparatory work to do but
our MU members rose to the occasion. Margaret
World Day of Prayer in the Mandurah area is celebrated by a different denomination each year with the 7
churches involved rotating so that it comes around every 7 years – supposedly that is but Mandurah’s
Christ’s Church is rostered for next year making it 3 times in 7 years. This year it was the responsibility of
Our Ladies of Assumption Catholic Parish Mandurah and several of our Mandurah Branch members
attended a beautiful service prepared by the women of England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Our former English Member, Sandy Austin, beautifully read the Bible
reading,- Jeremiah 29:1-14 and former Welsh Member, Susan Davies, read the
Lord’s Prayer in Welsh. The Guest Speaker had been born in England during WW2
and spent her younger years in wartime London. She is very grateful for her family
being Ten Pound Poms and migrating to Australia post war
As usual a lovely afternoon tea was served . Sally
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A PRAYER FOR UKRAINE
God of the past, the present and the future,
Our thoughts and prayers are with our sisters and brothers in the Ukraine and the
surrounding countries in their fear and distress
We pray too for all other regions of the world where there is conflict, unrest or
oppression.
We pray that
reconciliation will overcome hatred,
peace will conquer war,
hope will replace despair
and that your plans for the world and for us its people will be fulfilled,
God, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
The Chief Rabbi of Ukraine has asked for Christians to recite Psalm 31 aloud. (This is only
a small piece of it below) Ukraine has a sizable Jewish minority of at least 50,000 people.
Historically the Jewish people have faced a lot of persecution under Russian rule.
Psalm 31 21-24
21 Praise be to the Lord,
for he showed me the wonders of his love
when I was in a city under siege.

22 In my alarm I said,
“I am cut off from your sight!”
Yet you heard my cry for mercy
when I called to you for help.
23 Love the Lord, all his faithful people!
The Lord preserves those who are true to him,
but the proud he repays in full.
24 Be strong and take heart,
all you who hope in the Lord.
R: The Prayer desk
set up in St
Boniface
Cathedral where
people can pray
for Ukraine.
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OVERSEAS AND NORTHERN OUTREACH (Contributed by Ann Busch)

Robin Ray (the Australian Overseas and Northern Coordinator) in her newsletter advised that
the Target Fund project for the next two years is Disaster and Climate Change Management.
Resilience and disaster-ready communities is one focus,
The recent dreadful rain event/flooding in Queensland and NSW, brought home to us that the
impact of climate change and the effects it has on families is real.
Families living in the Pacific are increasingly experiencing the impacts and adversity of climate
change, with cyclones and flooding becoming regular events. The impact of repeated disasters
not only destroys infrastructure and homes but can produce instability in family life and place
children at risk.
The Anglican Diocese of Polynesia is a well-respected part of community life in Tonga and Fiji,
and plays a pivotal role in not only engaging communities in worship and prayer but, critically in
times of disaster, mobilising people in serving those in need. In times of adversity, the church
can reach outlying communities often much faster than relief agencies to provide families with
much-needed support.
The Church and Community Disaster Resilience Project (CCDR) equips and empowers youth to
prepare their communities to be safer, better prepared, and able to respond in times of adversity. Additionally, the project provides prepositioned supplies, enabling communities to respond
immediately to a disaster.
Youth are trained in the well-regarded Community Integrated Vulnerability Analyses (CIVA)
program which enables them to identify and map both the physical and human capabilities and
vulnerabilities that exist in each community.
The process identifies potential shelters and evacuation centers such as churches and halls, but
also the human skills and capabilities that can be called upon in a crisis.
An initial program trained youth mainly associated with All Saints Church in Nuku'alofa. The
CCDR project will not only build the confidence and skills of young people but also draw them
deeper into the broader life of the church.
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SOCIAL ISSUES AND ACTION (contributed by Sylvia Spicer)
I think we are all more than aware of the huge issues facing our world at present, not only here in
Australia. Of course the Covid pandemic continues to affect many people and now with this
Omicron strain we in Western Australia are facing the effects of that. We can only be thankful that
it is not as deadly as its cousin i.e. the Delta strain, however that does not diminish the symptoms
and problems it holds for many. Wearing a face mask is a pretty small inconvenient thing to do to
help with the problem.
A rise in family violence has occurred in the last twelve months probably as a result of people being
in close contact all the time with some unable to exercise control over their actions. We pray for all
women finding themselves in such a situation, we pray also for the children who get caught up in
this.
The floods in Northern New South Wales and in Queensland have had devastating effects for the
people there. Many of them have lost their homes as, because of the flood, their homes have
become uninhabitable. Our hearts go out to them – help may come in the short term but it is
probably going to become a long term effort to help them get back to some sense of normality. We
must pray for them and reach out where we can.
The war in Ukraine is the most terrible disaster at this present time, Most of us cannot understand
why Mr Putin and the Government in Russia would want to inflict such pain and trauma, bombing
maternity hospitals and now, most recently, a disabled persons’ hostel. We must pray this war
ceases soon and for the victims, their families and the ordinary people trying to escape into Poland.
MOTHERING SUNDAY
Mothering Sunday is a day honouring mother churches,
the church where one is baptised, celebrated since the
Middle Ages in the United Kingdom and some commonwealth countries on the fourth Sunday in Lent. On Mothering Sunday, Christian have historically visited their mother
church—the church in which they received the sacrament
of baptism.
Mothering Sunday became a day when domestic servants
were given a day off to visit their mother church, usually
with their own mothers and other family members.
Originally a Mothering Sunday tradition, simnel cakes
have been known since medieval times. The word simnel
probably derived from the Latin Word simila, meaning fine, wheaten flour with which the cakes
were made.
The simnel cake you’ll eat is a light and almondy fruitcake made from white flour, sugar, butter,
eggs, spices, dried fruit, zest and candied peal. It has a layer of marzipan or almond paste and
orange flower water or brandy may be added to either the cake batter or the filling.
The fruit cake is topped with eleven marzipan balls to represent the eleven apostles of Christ,
minus Judas.
The photo shows one of the simnel cakes made for St Boniface Cathedral this year.
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HERE IS A RANGE OF PHOTOS TAKEN AT THE OPENING OF THE NEW CATHEDRAL HALL

Hon David Templeman cutting the
ribbon

A view of the hall
How the hall complements the
Cathedral
In the background MU members
enjoying their Lady Day lunch while
having a front row view of the
official proceedings.

7

MEMBERSHIP MILESTONES
On page 9 you will find a comprehensive list of members who have reached membership milestones this year ranging from 10 years to 60 years. On page 10 you will
find a wonderful story of Glenda Marshall who celebrated
60 years of MU membership.
It is interesting to note that five members from the one
branch, Boyanup, celebrated 25 years of membership.
They are all foundation members of that branch. A
mighty effort
Irene, Meryl, Margaret, Kerry and
Maureen. These five members hail from Boyanup,
Dardanup, Capel, Ferguson and Australind so they are
quite scattered. Three members shown right were
present on the day to receive their awards from Bishop
Ian

Two of our Lone Members also received awards: Gail
Kammann 40 years from Manjimup (shown left with
Bishop Ian) and Melva Browne 45 years from
Bridgetown. How wonderful that they have kept in touch
with MU when their branches were closed. Unfortunately. Melva was unable to be present as she had a fall
resulting in her spending some time in hospital. She is
now recovering at home.

MU FRONT AND CENTRE
It’s so important to publicise what we as MU members and
branches are doing in our parishes.
One of the ways Bunbury Branch reaches out to the community is to make rugs and, with the cold weather now upon us,
the rugs will be so welcome to many individuals..
Here is a photo taken in the Cathedral at our May meeting
where we displayed the rugs recently completed by our
members. They covered the back of the pews on one side of
the Cathedral and, when the members arrived for the service,
they were overcome with emotion!!
The rugs have been given to two welfare agencies.
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Congratulations to the following members on reaching a significant milestone this
year
Charlotte Steele

Albany

10 years

Annie Evans-Pascoe

Busselton

10 years

Shamiso Chakaingesu

Carey Park

10 years

Carole Hester

Boyup Brook

15 years

Tom Spicer

Katanning

15 years

Helen Buhler

Mandurah

20 years

Kevin Hall

Carey Park

20 years

Irene Bell

Boyanup

25 years

Meryl Jarvis

Boyanup

25 years

Margaret Smythe

Boyanup

25 years

Kerry Tyrrell

Boyanup

25 years

Maureen Ward

Boyanup

25 years

Annie Douglas

Busselton

25 years

Marilyn Royer

Busselton

25 tears

Ann Vaughan

Busselton

25 years

Doreen Simpson

Collie

25 years

Irene Weber

Mandurah

35 years

Jill Havercroft

Albany

40 years

Gail Kammann

Lone member

40 years

Pauline Tutt

Albany

45 years

Edith Arney

Pinjarra

45 years

Melva Browne

Lone Member

45 years

Glenda Marshall

Busselton

60 years

9

GLENDA MARSHALL 60 YEARS A MU MEMBER
My life began in a small farming town in South Australia called Miinnipa. My father had gone
there during the depression. It was while working there he met and married my mother. It was
after their first three children were born, I being the youngest, that my father decided to bring his
wife and family back to his home state of Western Australia. Before leaving, we were all baptised
in the small church that they had been married in.
Firstly we lived in Kurrawang, a tree-felling area seven miles west of Kalgoorlie-Boulder, a town
that supplied the timber to the Eastern goldfields mines and power stations for their furnaces
which of course in those days were all steam driven. When the wood supply run out there, the
houses were put on jinkers and trucked five miles east of Kalgoorlie to an area that was named
Lakewood, run by the same firewood company. It was in this small town that I had my primary
education up to grade 6 then on to Boulder Central for years 7 and 8 and finally to Eastern
Goldfields Technical College where I took a course in office work.
Our church services in those days were conducted in a small hall with the Rector coming to take
a service on Sundays. Sunday school was well attended. It was during that time several of us
were confirmed. The Rector came once a week to give us our lessons and we were confirmed
with 30 others in St. Matthew's Church in Boulder on the 15th September, 1946. It was many
years later that my husband and I realised we were both confirmed at that service.
Our family moved into Boulder in 1949 as we were now of working age. It was not long after that I
met my future husband at the church and we married there in 1955. It was there that I became
interested in MU. By then I was a mother of two little girls and the prayer cards on family life that
were given in those days spoke so strongly to me. I was enrolled on the 13th December, 1962.
Even then not many young mothers were joining so we started a Young Wives group for a while.
Since moving to Busselton I have had the pleasure of being branch president and treasurer and
also serving on the executive as Overseas and
Northern Outreach convenor.
I have so enjoyed my years in MU because of the
wonderful people I have met and especially when
we are able to assist and serve others.
I remember being touched after reading a letter in
one of our overseas magazines when MU was
teaching women in developing countries how to
read and write. As I read I thought the article
wasn’t put together quite as one would expect
until I reached the end and the writer signed with
Thank you MU for teaching me to read and write’ I
felt guilty for my thoughts and praised the Lord
what MU had been able to do for this lady.
I hope to enjoy MU for many more years.

Glenda Marshall.
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SOME PHOTOS FROM LADY DAY AS WE CONGRATULATED MEMBERS FOR THEIR LONG
SERVICE TO MU
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OUR LADY DAY GUEST SPEAKER
Our guest speaker at Lady Day was Revd Jacqui Chesley-Ingle, assistant priest in the Anglican Parish of Mandurah and priest to the WA
Anglican Maori Mission. Jacqui shared with us her journey from childhood through to her calling to leave her homeland of New Zealand and
travel across to Western Australia in early February to begin her new
ministries.
Rev Jacqui grew up on the east coast of the North Island of New
Zealand. Before coming to Western Australia she was chaplain to the
one remaining Anglican Maori boarding school for girls in New Zealand,
which is in Napier.
She is the mother of seven children, and has one grandson. Two of her
adult daughters have arrived to live with her in Mandurah.
Revd Jackie was to be enrolled as a MU member at a Sunday church service but unfortunately that
was not possible as she was in isolation due to Covid. However, 4 new members were enrolled:
Robyn, Audrey, Betty and Fay as shown in these photos. Rev Jackie will be enrolled at the branch’s
Wave of Prayer service on Monday May 23rd.

PUBLICATIONS REPORT from Tom Spicer

Even when taking into account costs, income from sale of Lectionaries to the Diocese, and the Christmas cards etc, we have maintained our income. So at present we have a healthy balance of
$5,395.05 as at the end of February.
Perhaps with all that is happening regards the floods etc we will
be able to assist MU Australia if there is an appeal of some sort.
I feel we should be looking for someone else to take over this portfolio, Sylvia and I have done this for many years, so I will leave
that thought with you.
Editor’s reaction: Tom and Sylvia have done a wonderful task looking after the publications department and raising a significant sum of money. Now we will be looking for someone to take
over this department. Are you willing?????????????
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THE REVD LINDY ROOKYARD’S FAREWELL SERVICE
Lindy is retiring from ministry after Easter and a joint
Farewell service and lunch for Katanning, Kojonup and
Broomehill parishioners was held on Sunday 27 March
which was also her birthday! The photo is of the
birthday cake made for her. Lindy received many
heartfelt tributes and thanks from old and young alike
across the parishes. She also held her own Awards
ceremony, ahead of the Oscars, and awarded miniature cups for categories like Nonagenarians (there were
at least 5 of them present) the most consistently late
person to church services, and one to Frank Pritchard
for having the shiniest shoes!
MU members remember Lindy especially when she
was the MU Chaplain and we thank her for her support
of MU and for providing support during our executive meetings when her input was called for.
Best wishes for your retirement, Lindy.
PROGRAM FOR AMUA BUNBURY DIOCESE FRIENDSHIP DAYS
Parish Hall, St Peter’s Anglican Church Brunswick
South West Highway, Brunswick
on
Thursday 16th June, 2022
Lawrence House Centre, St Mary’s Anglican Church Kojonup
6 Spring Street, Kojonup
on
Thursday 28th July, 2022
Please bring your MU Prayer book and your own lunch.
9.15am Morning tea available, hosted by Diocesan Executive
10.00am

Welcome by Diocesan President
SERVICE: Form 1 from the AMUA prayer and worship book

10.30am

Prayer Shingles and Anglican Prayer Beads Chaplet. We will commence
with a reflection using prayer shingles and then will have a practical
session for members to make their own prayer chaplet. All material
supplied. You may like to bring 10-15 beads of significance to you to use in
the mak ing of your chaplet.

12.30pm

BYO Lunch

1.00pm Mothers’ Union matters – engagement between executive and members.
2.00pm Prayer – learning to use our prayer chaplets
2.30pm The Grace. Depart for Home
Reply to Diocesan President
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NEWS FROM THE BRANCHES
BUNBURY BRANCH did not have a March meeting as it fell the day before World Day of Payer
to which we were fully committed.
We had planned a guest speaker for April but, due to the rise in Covid cases, this had been
delayed until later in the year. In its place, we dedicated the day to our theme: Prayer in Action.
Commencing with a service from our MU book “A service of praise and thanksgiving” where one
of our members gave a talk on Julian of Norwich, “All Will be Well”
At the meeting, each member read a prayer – one from our MU book where there are 165
prayers, or they composed their own prayer relating to family, country, church, the world. Some
members read a prayer that they treasure. Every member contributed.

Another change to our plans was for our May meeting where we had planned a day to visit the
Collie mural trail. Due to the uncertainty of the covid situation we have put that on the back
burner. In its place we had a craft day making angels. Lots of fun and laughter!

MANDURAH BRANCH REPORT
Our year is certainly up and running with 6 prospective new members at our first meeting
for the year in February, - 5 will be welcomed as members on May 15th at our 10am
Service. Following the Form 1 service and Eucharist, the usual business was dealt with
including our program for the year, Prayer Partners revealed and new ones distributed
At our March meeting, following the Form 2 service led by Susan Davies, our Joy Bag
supply was replenished with the busy hands of chatting members. Six members had
attended the World Day of Prayer Service at Mandurah Catholic Church – our turn to host
in 2023. Lady Day was attended by 9 members with 2 members receiving long service
awards (see picture attached). We were enthralled to listen to Rev Jacquie with a potted
history of her life to date. The next day members gathered to prepare sprigs of Rosemary
and cake for Mothering Sunday the next day.
At our April meeting we heard more from Rev Jacquie with special mention of her relatives
including her grandfather in regard to the upcoming Anzac Day – we had more of her
beautiful singing as well. This followed the Form
3 World Around us service led by Wendy. All
hands will be on deck for our Autumn Fete on
April 30 – as usual we provide the Devonshire
Morning Teas.
Preparation is well underway for our May
meeting which takes the form of a “Pop Up
Morning Tea” for the church raising funds for
Cancer - planned around Covid restrictions to be
outside under Gazebos with live entertainment
throughout the morning.
Sally Bone
L: Irene Weber 35 years. R: Helen Buhler 20
years of MU membership
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NEWS FROM OUR BRANCHES (Continued)

Jan from Boyup Brook writes: Carole, Betty and I really enjoyed the format for
Lady Day this year. The service flowed smoothly as usual. It worked well having
the guest speaker in the Cathedral before lunch even though that was not in the
original plan and Rev’d Jacquie was delightful in her presentation. Walking out of
the Cathedral and into the new hall was so easy in comparison to having to drive
somewhere else. The simple lunch was so well done and really all we needed. A
big thank you to Lynne and her helpers. We were able to have lots of time for
catching up with people and still left for home much earlier than we usually can.
The fact that we witnessed the official opening of the hall was a bonus.
Val Duff from Bunbury branch writes:
I’d never been to a Children's
service for Good Friday but it was
lovely. We put flowers on the Cross
as Jesus had died ( and you have
flowers on a coffin) and on Sunday
we put beautiful butterflies made by
Karen McKnight to symbolise them
breaking out of the cocoon (tomb). It
was all very appropriate.
Mary from Busselton branch writes:
For our March meeting we invited two representatives from the Busselton Hospice
group who gave us an insight and background of how the volunteers support the folk
who are in the hospice section of the hospital. Very interesting, they made it sound as if
we could look forward to a stay and be welcomed and looked after, and families were
to be encouraged.
Our April meeting speaker had spoken to us before Covid, with her plans for raising
awareness and the positiveness of living with cancer. So she came back again this year
and told us of her plans to still cycle a long way, but within WA and not across the
Nullabor as was the previous plan.
Nearly all our members plus a couple of
friends (one of whom provided the music
for the Lady Day) service, thoroughly
enjoyed the visit to the Cathedral and the
fellowship with other MU members across
the Diocese; to say nothing of being
present for the opening of the new Hall,
which we all thought was a great success
and must make life so much easier for the
Bunbury branch as well as the Cathedral
congregation.
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SNIPPETS FROM THE LAST EXECUTIVE MEETING
•

Mandurah branch plans to sponsor a family for one week at our caravan.
Rev Cathie suggested that executive consider covering the transport costs to
and from the campsite or even offer a fuel and food voucher.

•

Restoration work on the Diocesan MU banner will be carried out once a
costing for the repair work is available. The restored banner could be placed
in a suitable display cabinet. Hopefully the new banner will be ready by 2024
which is the 60th anniversary of the dedication of the old banner.

•

A reminder that the Overseas fund has as its target, “Climate Change in the
Pacific”. Harvey parish has a large number of Tongan parishioners and they
are gathering donations to send to Tonga.

•

Two Friendship Days will take place, one at Brunswick on June 16th and the
other in Kojonup on 26th July. Both days will have the same format.
Materials will be supplied.

•

Life membership—there will be a maximum of four members holding this
honour at any one time.

•

Kapsabet Diocese—items of necessity are being sent.
Important Dates for Mothers’ Union in 2022
Executive meeting Wednesday 15th June 2022 Brunswick
Friendship Day Thursday 16th June Brunswick
Friendship Day Thursday 28th July Kojonup
Mary Sumner Day 9th August
Country Rally Thursday 27th October Dunsborough
Don’t forget to send me your snippets of information especially news from your
branch and your church community
Photos most welcome

The closing date for the next edition of the Mustard Tree is 14th August 2022
Send your contributions to:
Margaret Rennick
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