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Let us prepare for the most important festival of the Christian 

Church, EASTER, with an examination of trustworthiness and 

treachery and consider how dependable we are. 
 

We shall meditate on a re-working of Psalm 125 during Lent, that 

we might become aware of the subtleties of deceit, in ourselves and 

others; and that trust may spread among us in public life. 

Psalm 125 

Those who put their trust in you, O God, 

shall be as if they were Mount Zion itself, 

rooted in the depths of the earth, 

never to be shaken, enduring forever. 

We trust the love that never fails, 

the God who stands secure. 

Pause 

The mountains stand protecting Jerusalem, 

city of ramparts and walls that are solid. 

So stands our God around the people, 

moment by moment, now and forever. 

We trust the love that never fails, 

the God who stands secure. 

Pause 

So may we be constant and true, 

giving no sway to the sceptre of wickedness, 

establishing the rule of justice in the land, 

lest even the righteous be tempted to evil. 

We trust the love that never fails, 

the God who stands secure. 

Pause
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Yet our hidden deceits sap the foundations, 

masked by the buildings of goodness and courage. 
We are wheat and tares indeed for the sifting, 

at the place of judgement and mercy. 

We trust the love that never fails, 

the God who stands secure. 

Pause 

O God of truth, give us the spirit of resistance to the subtleties 

of evil, insinuating themselves as we grow stronger on the 

journey. May we be honest pilgrims, steadfast, trustworthy, and 

true of heart, rooted only in your love. 

Psalm 125, p. 387-388 in Out of the Silence … Into the Silence by Jim Cotter. 

Cairns Publications, Harlech, 2006. Used with permission 
 
 

Mark the Celebration of Easter with praying Canticle 51. 

A canticle for Easter 

Blessed are you, Creator God, 

who dreamed of humankind and brought us into being, 

from before the foundation of the world 

to the end of time and the mystery beyond, 

that we should become whole, 

transfigured and made holy by your presence. 

You destined us in love to be your sons and daughters in Christ, 

according to the purpose of your will: 

so we praise you for your cascading grace,  

freely lavished upon us in the Beloved. 

In Christ you have freed us at great cost, 

that we too may absorb great evil and live. 

The Spirit of forgiveness flows through our veins, 

retaliation and vengeance wither away. 

The riches of your grace are a sumptuous feast: 

all humankind is invited to your table. 

For you have made known to us the mystery of your will, 

your purpose to unite all things in Christ, 

the ceaseless web of matter and energy, 

through the earth and the stars of the universe, 

so that all may resound in heavenly music, 

from glory to glory forever. 

Canticle 51, p. 484-485 in Out of the Silence … Into the Silence by Jim Cotter. 

Cairns Publications, Harlech, 2006. Used with permission. 
 
 

And conclude with a rousing hymn, especially with Alleluias so 

everyone can join in. 

Jesus Christ is risen today TiS 362 

Christ the Lord is risen today TiS 370 

Hear the bell ringing Tis 389 

Alleluia, Alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord TiS 390 
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