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Sunday 31 March 2019 

Mothering 

Now thank we all our God, 

with heart and hands and voices, 

who wondrous things has done, 

in whom this world rejoices; 

who from our mothers’ arms 

has blessed us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today.    TiS 106 

Mothers come in all shapes and sizes. Jesus displays there are no 

gender barriers to mothering qualities. Priest and pastors bless us on 

our way, Sunday school teachers and footy coaches give countless 

gifts of love. Praise God for the gifts bestowed on all humankind, as 

we thank God for our church’s special seasonal acknowledgement of 

mothers and mothering. 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those 

who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children 

together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were 

not willing! Luke 13: 34 

As we remember members on St Lucia, Grenada, St Vincent and the 

Grenadines in the West Indies, we can give thanks to God for MU 

Parenting Program. Rosie, a member and alerted to mothering 

possibilities for the program, observed a small child in her yard. She 

called out to him, his mother appeared and thanked Rosie for her 

concern. Sensing she was called to ministry with the family, Rosie 

visited the next day, the mother tearfully admitted she needed help and 

Rosie has been a loving friend of the family ever since. 
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Tuesday 1 January 2019 

Looking Ahead: a new triennium 

‘All glory be to God on high, 

And on the earth be peace 

Good-will henceforth from heaven to men 

Begin and never cease.’ 

Amid crowds on the beach or shops or overflowing homes or the bleakness 

of solitary celebration, the joy of Christmas is always looking to the future. 

The angels’ song rings in our ears calling us to lives of goodwill, peace and 

joy. The clock ticks over and a new year begins but our Christian lives are 

always called to renewal, ‘new every morning’. 

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 

abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the 

church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
Ephesians 3: 20-21 

Mothers’ Union members in Angola campaign for policy changes at all 

levels. In this way they are looking ahead with a vision for the future where 

men and women work together for their families. In Mozambique those 

who have no one else to look after them are the priority of members. By 

physically assisting orphans, prisoners, the isolated and alone, members 

tangibly demonstrate God’s love and give a vision of a brighter future. 

Sunday 6 January 2019 

Guidance 

There are two very striking images in our national consciousness that 

portray guidance; both are military and in both the exceptional guides are 

the meek and lowly. Simpson’s donkey at Gallipoli and the Fuzzy Wuzzy 

Angels in New Guinea guide the wounded, traumatised and dying through 

the Australian battlefields of last century. At every stage of our Christian 

journey we need guidance. Scripture is very clear we are not to trust our 

insight or interpretation of the way ahead. Guidance will come in many 

forms, a prayer, a painting, wise words from a friend and most of all from 

one who has already trodden the path, a traveller of the Way. A guide will 

challenge, correct and love you. 
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Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. 

In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. 
Proverbs 3: 5-6 

Guidance came to members and their families in Burundi in the form of the 

Literary and Financial Education Program. After discussion on the division 

of labour some husbands realized that their wives need help. Phillip used to 

be a drunk. After joining the program he used the drink money to save, to 

buy a pig, a small plot of land and then hire help. Grateful for the MU 

circle, Patricia is not lonely and sad, and, not needing to beg from her 

husband, has bought fertilizer. We thank God for his guidance in MU’s 

ministry. 

 

Sunday 13 January 2019 

Medical issues 

The televising of the Invictus Games brought into stark reality the range of 

medical issues which are the consequence of military action. The 

competitors described and displayed the many ways in which medical 

issues are cured. Such issues are of course evident in all corners of our 

society. The cure Jesus offers, our salvation, may require us to be as open 

and ready to accept help as the Games’ competitors: help from medicos, 

nurses, social workers, aged care workers, priests, chaplains, MU 

members. 

When the crowds found out about it, they followed him; and he welcomed 

them, and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who 

needed to be cured. Luke 9:11 

In the West African states of Cameroon and Guinea political tensions, 

economic uncertainty and ethnic unrest mean that members concentrate on 

empowerment programmes. Financial freedom and self-reliance for 

women will assist many to deal with some medical issues. In Cameroon 

MU encourages positive upbringing of children especially girls. In both 

countries members show God’s love by helping the most vulnerable. By 

such love are they healed. 
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Sunday 24 March 2019 

Faithfulness 

Truth will be our Lenten learning, 

Hear the Crucified One call! 

Shadowed by the Saviour’s passion, 

Images and idols fall, 

And, in Easter’s holy splendor, 

God alone is all in all.  

 

Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 

 righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 

Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, 

 and righteousness will look down from the sky. Psalm 85: 10-11 

We can aspire to the godly attribute of faithfulness when we truly 

know ourselves. We are called to face the truth of our neighbours’ 

needs. Members in Jamaica visited an elderly member and discovered 

the truth of her non-attendance at church. They faithfully re-housed 

her. Let us thank God for the members in Barbados, Jamaica and the 

Cayman Islands. May we recognise our idols and our needy 

neighbour. 
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Sunday 17 March 2019 

International Relations 

Peace will be our Lenten living 

As we turn to home again, 

Longing for the word of pardon, 

Stripping off old grief and pain, 

Till we stand, restored and joyful, 

With the Church on Easter Day. 

 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul 

delights; 

I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the 

nations. Isaiah 42:1 

With international relations reflecting many of the hatred and 

bitterness that is seen in local communities, between neighbours and 

within families, our thankful prayers go to MU in Peru where 

members are supporting families separated by circumstance or ill-

feeling. After receiving loving support a husband and wife were 

reunited and live happily together again., standing ‘restored and 

joyful’. We thank you, loving God, for the peace you bring us in your 

son, Jesus and for the witness of members in Peru. 
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Sunday 20 January 2019 

United in Christ 

We are one in the Spirit, we are one on the Lord 

 we are one in the Spirit we are one in the Lord 

 and we pray that all unity may one day be restored 

 and they’ll know we are Christian by our love, by our love 

 and they’ll know we are Christians be our love. 

THE word of unity here is LOVE. Love is the identity word, a loving heart 

the central function, and loving mind the seal. And at every twist and turn 

of the Way we can expect to be challenged, threatened, reduced to despair, 

overcome by fear and dragged along by someone’s Love. The challenge is 

to realise when we are not loving, the threat is to have our ego dismantled, 

faith can call us out of despair, fear is defeated by trust and always 

someone is praying for us, always God’s love is seeking us, calling us to 

LOVE. 

I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will 

believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, 

are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may 

believe that you have sent me. John 17:20-21 

 

Mothers’ Union members in both Ethiopia and Uganda practiced unity in 

Christ when those from Ethiopia visited their neighbour in order to share 

knowledge and learn from each other. Love was needed to conceive and 

execute this venture as ethnic and political issues and the scares of war 

meant members needed to overcome fear and prejudice. God’s blessing 

hovered over their journey and its outcomes of love and understanding. 
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Sunday 27 January 2019 

Safe Shelter 

Heaven’s arches rang when the angels sang, 

Proclaiming Thy royal degree; 

But of lowly birth didst Thou come to earth, 

And in great humility. 

Refrain 

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 

There is room in my heart for Thee. 

The foxes found rest, and the birds their nest 

In the shade of the forest tree; 

But Thy couch was the sod, O Thou Son of God, 

In the deserts of Galilee.   AHB 206 Thou didst leave thy throne 

This wonderful Christmas hymn has fallen out of favour with modern 

editors but it has a salutary and thoroughly gospel understanding of the 

Christ Child’s birth and the irony of the Saviour of the World having no 

safe shelter. Try saying/singing SOD and GOD: it thunders out as the 

greatest of indignities should. Good King Wenceslas, Saint Margaret of 

Scotland and all our Christian forebears who loved the poor did so because 

they know Matthew 28. Let us do all in our power to provide safe shelter to 

those in peril and poverty. 

For you have been a refuge to the poor, 

 a refuge to the needy in their distress, 

 a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 

When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,   

 the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, 

 you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; 

 the song of the ruthless was stilled. Isaiah 25: 4-5 

The tragedy of conflict means that 10 of 25 in DR Congo are now directly 

experiencing armed conflict. This has resulted in displacement at a level 

not seen since the early 2000s. Give thanks for the work of Rev’d Rosalie 

who has inspired her members to rebuild and work together in love and 

unity under the shelter of God’s loving presence. 

 

 

 

Thought of the Week—January—March 2019—-Page No.—9 

Sunday 10 March 2019 

Season of Lent 

Love will be our Lenten calling 

Love to shake and shatter sin, 

Waking every closed, cold spirit, 

Stirring new life deep within, 

Till the quickened heart remembers 

What our Easter birth can mean.   TiS 684 Picardy 

 

And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved with 

you I am well pleased.” And the Spirit immediately drove him out 

into the wilderness.  He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by 

Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on 

him. Mark 1: 11-13 

Shattering sin is part of MU’s program of spiritual and socio-

economic transformation in Tanzania. They actively and sensitively 

responding to practices such as female genital mutilation, early 

marriage and widow inheritance. Grace has been stirred to new life 

by a savings group and can now contribute and help others. With 

prayer, bible study, stewardship and holistic transformation at the 

heart of their programs, MU aims to waken ‘every closed, cold 

spirit. 
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Sunday 3 March 2019 

Inspiring Women 

When one of us was called to bear 

God’s own child, she said “Yes”, 

And all the world still honours her 

Courage and faithfulness 

When one of us was touched and healed 

by Jesus, she said, “Yes” 

to following the one who gave  

the gift of holiness. 

When one of us poured perfume out 

for Jesus, she said, “Yes”, 

with love, to God’s anointed one, 

the Christ whom we confess. 

When one of us can shine and grow 

and flourish, she says, “Yes” 

to God’s abundance filling her 

to strengthen and to bless. 

Thank God for each and everyone 

whose life proclaims a “Yes” 

to hope and love and justice done: 

God’s Good News, nothing less. 
Words: Elizabeth Smith, used with permission. Suggested music: Capel (AHB 337) CCLI or 

OneLicence 

Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had 

followed Jesus from Galilee and had provided for him.  Among them were 

Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the 

mother of the sons of Zebedee. Matthew 27: 55-56 

Inspiring Women abound in the Episcopal Church of South Sudan where 

Mothers’ Union is a ‘beacon of salt and light in that wounded and troubled 

nation’. There’s Mama Jesca who says to her trainees, ‘ Even though there 

are bad things happening – women are being raped – you stay there, it’s 

God’s work.’ Mama Alice said that despite the diocese and staff losing all 

their property to looters and thieves, we continue to do the work of God’. 

Mamma Mary says her place is on the front line where the women surround 

us”. 
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Sunday 3 February 2019 

 Stable Family Life 

The stability of family life cannot be guaranteed in any society. In the face 

of infertility, sibling rivalry and inter-racial marriage, the patriarchs, 

prophets and psalmists of the Old Testament recorded their history focusing 

on trust in God. With acceptance of similar situations in our time, let us 

expect that the Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, will guide Mothers’ 

Union in its endeavor to promote the safety and happiness of children and 

their parents. 

 Father of orphans and protector of widows 

 is God in his holy habitation. 

 God gives the desolate a home to live in.  Psalm 68: 5-6a 

Although Botswana is stable politically, 67% of women have experienced 

domestic trauma. Malawi’s poverty and HIV rates are among the highest in 

the world. In both countries MU presents a stable force for the safety and 

care of women and children. A campaign in Botswana led by 300 members 

drew attention of partner killings and called for reporting and justice fro 

victims. Care for family life is at the heart of members’ activism. 

 

Sunday 10 February 2019 

Power of Prayer 

Prayer is a paradox. The more you do, the more you need to do and 

conversely, the little you do is tremendous. Whether you repeat a favourite 

prayer or make up a new one every day, it is immaterial to God who loves 

and cares, forgives and understands. God wants you to prayer and therein 

lies its power. The power does not lie in you: it is your obedience which is 

powerful. It changes you, matures you and works in you the love of God. 
 

 So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; 

knock, and the door will be opened for you.  For everyone who asks 

receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, 

the door will be opened. Luke 11: 9-10 
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Beside running parenting programs, a membership drive was held in remote 

and hard to reach parts of Argentina. It helped to spread the message of MU 

and Love of God to non-members as well as recruiting new ones – from 50 

to an incredible 800 in just one year. The power of prayer! 

 

Sunday 17 February 2019 

Purpose in Life 

Thou camest, O Lord, with the living Word, 

That should set Thy people free; 

But with mocking scorn and with crown of thorn, 

They bore Thee to Calvary. 

Here is verse 4 of the old Christmas hymn, ‘Thou didst leave thy throne and thy 

kingly crown’ AHB 206.  

With what wondrous purpose Jesus came and lived and worked; to set us 

free. Free to love and be loved, to go out on limb with a mad idea to free 

slaves, or to protest against racial separation. These are the noble and 

historic purposes which amazing grace bestowed on the Christian heroes. 

Each of us is called to freedom, to offer ourselves and our money to give 

abundant life to those in need, whatever their age or circumstance. 

For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. Ephesians 2:10 

The stigma of HIV/AIDS only strengthens the purpose of members in 

Uruguay to help the needy and vulnerable. They have set up a home for 

people living with HIV/AIDS and their families. They also support and 

make clothes for street children, run free family centres which provide 

vocational training for women. Those with a purpose in life pass that onto 

others.  

Praise be to God. 
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Sunday 24 February 2019 

Fair Trade Matters 

We are all infected one way or another with the disease – shopping! 

Of course there are the essentials, but they are buried in the 

supermarket among stuff to entice. Clothes, gifts, entertainment, 

how to choose and how to resist? Remembering fair trade matters is 

a great start. Individually we can shop for gifts and other items at a 

fair trade outlet. Congregations can organize a fair trade stall selling 

tea. Our thoughtful preparation of when and where we buy a carpet 

can make a tremendous difference to a weaver. She may even be 

able to send her daughter to school. 

Those who oppress the poor insult their Maker, but those who are 

kind to the needy honour him. Proverbs 14:31 

Mothers’ Union in South Africa is committed to building a more 

inclusive society. Despite progress in development inequality is one 

of the highest in the world. Consequently many people are unable to 

purchase even the most basic of goods and tensions arise. Fair trade 

matters where there is inequality of living standards and income.  

We thank God for the care MU gives to those who are victims of 

inequality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


