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Rebuilding with hope &
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Because He lives I can face tomorrow
Because He lives all fear is gone
Because I know He holds the future
And life is worth the living
Just because He lives
Gloria Gaither | William J. Gaither
© 1971 Hanna Street Music (Admin. by SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia)
CCLI Licence # 80593

Recently I attended Busselton Branch’s end-of-year Eucharist and luncheon. As we sang the
recessional ‘Because He Lives’ I reflected on the words of this song, and how apt they were for me
on that day.
By the close of 2021, I will have travelled more than 4,000 km around our diocese for Mothers’ Union
during the year. 1,400 of those kilometres have been in the company of my husband, Ian, the rest I
have travelled alone.
As I have journeyed, I have spoken with members who have shared stories of heartache and worry.
Heartache and worry for loved ones whose health is deteriorating, heartache and worry for friends
who have faced the loss of cherished sons and daughters, heartache and worry for children and
grandchildren and the life choices they are making.
I, too, have experienced heartache and worry. In the same week as I visited Busselton, I wrote these
words to our parishioners:
NOTICE OF CAUTION
Over the past week we have had a person sleeping around the church grounds who has been
abusive and acting aggressively toward our staff. The police are involved and we are hopeful of a
resolution. In the meantime, the wardens are working with the staff to ensure they are cared for.
We ask all parishioners to ensure that they are mindful of their safety when coming to the church over
the coming week. Please do not approach or attempt to speak to any person you see sleeping
outside the doors of the church.
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Ian and I are some of the members of staff who were subject to this abuse and violent behaviour.
It is a sobering reality that we cannot, for the moment at least, come and go freely to our place of
work. As I write, plans are in place for security personnel to meet us in the carpark each morning
and to escort us into the church. The police will be making early morning patrols with the intent of
moving on anyone who may be a threat to our wellbeing.
And so, the words of the song resonated strongly with me when I sang them in Busselton. It is my
hope and prayer that they may also bring comfort to others who find themselves facing heartache
and worry, that the knowledge of Christ as our Saviour can help ease the often-hidden trauma
and mental anguish of the circumstances we find ourselves in.
Advent is a time for us to pause and reflect on the coming of our Lord and the hope that he gives,
the love that he freely bestows. As we surround ourselves in the
birth narrative of Jesus we truly can give thanks that, because he
lives, we can face uncertain days when they come.
I wish all members of Mothers’ Union and our friends every
blessing this Christmas season. I give thanks for your commitment to our wonderful organisation. I look forward to sharing with
you again in 2022.
Blessings
Wendy
THEME FOR 2022
The theme for next year is Prayer in Action
SUGGESTED THEME SONGS
Our theme song for 2022 is Take My Hands and also recommended is the Taize chant, O Lord
Hear My Prayer.
Other songs you might like to include at your meetings and which fit in well will our theme (Prayer
in Action) are as follows:
•

Jesus Christ is waiting

•

When I needed a neighbour

•

Make me a channel of your peace

•

Brother, sister let me serve you

•

Kneels at the feet of his friends

•

What a friend we have in Jesus

•

Beauty for brokenness

•

See ye first the kingdom of God

•

O Jesus I have promised

•

One more step along the road I go.
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BUNBURY BRANCH REPORT

In August, we celebrated Mary Sumner Day using the service from the MU Worship and Prayer
Book. A PowerPoint presentation followed where we learnt a lot about our World-Wide President,
Sheran Harper, and the country of Guyana from where she hails.
Our September meeting commenced with the Celebration Candle Liturgy as we were celebrating
the 106th birthday of the Bunbury Branch. We had planned a spring morning tea at the home of
one of our members but our hostess was not at all well and the weather was dreadful. So,
instead, we had a grand morning tea in the
Cathedral. We also celebrated Margaret Henderson’s birthday with a delicious cake which she had
made!

In October we were fortunate to have our MU
Chaplain, Rev Cathie, present at our meeting.
Cathie led us in the Eucharist. Cathie was wearing
her MU stole which had been presented to her by a
previous Chaplain, Our Annual Meeting then took
place and, because it was a non-election year, it did
not take long to complete. Members put forward
several ideas for our 2022 programme. We handed
in our Least Coins which would be presented at the
Community Day service on 29th October. Nine
Members attended the Country Rally in Katanning and had a great day.
In November we began with a service of praise and thanksgiving from
our MU Worship and Prayer book and during the service we paid
tribute to our late member, Dorothy Seales, who passed away in
October. Lucy Sharp lit a candle in remembrance of Dorothy and in
memory of her long connection to MU. Following up on All Saints’ Day
in the church calendar, several members told us very interesting
stories of four saints: St Ann, St Elizabeth of Hungary, St Margaret of
Scotland and St Francis of Assisi. Many members recalled their
association with churches named after saints—quite a broad selection.
Plans were put in hand for our Christmas celebrations on 2nd December.

Lucy lights a candle for
Dorothy

Margaret cuts her birthday cake
Rev Cathie wears her MU stole
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MU CARAVAN

As mentioned in Wendy’s Writings in November, the caravan has been booked for two weeks in
March 2022 so that MU branches can sponsor a family who might not otherwise be able to afford a
holiday. Just one of our branches, Pinjarra, organises for a family or couple to take a holiday each
September/October school holidays. It would be good if other branches could make a similar
commitment.
Repairs to the caravan have been delayed but will take place in the off season next year. Contact
the manager of the camp site If you wish to make a booking.
Late news: Mandurah Branch has taken up the challenge and there is just one week available

THE CLOSING OF DENMARK BRANCH (from Wendy)
There was some sadness and there were a few tears when I joined the Denmark
Parish on Sunday 14th November to formally acknowledge the closure of their
Mothers’ Union branch after 38 years. Ruth Price, President for 37 of the 38
years, is the only founding member still here to share with us the joys that
Mothers’ Union has brought to the community through the many activities of the
branch over the years. Ruth has a true heart for our organisation which has
meant so much to her for so long. As Revd Sally Buckley said in her sermon,
although the branch may now be closed, the spirit of Mothers’ Union will live on in
the Denmark parish and community through the hearts, the prayers and the
actions of the faithful people who continue to uphold the vision of MU in their daily
lives. The hymns we sang during the service were chosen by Ruth. The branch
banner hung high above the sanctuary for all to see. After the prayers from page
60 of our Mothers’ Union Prayer and Service Book were read, Ruth officially
handed over the records of the Denmark Branch to be held in our archives, and then the whole congregation
joined in the following prayer:
Creator of all that is, guard us,
your servants in the worldwide Mothers’ Union,
with your loving care.
Keep us mindful of our mission
to bring peace and justice
for all your children
in our land, Australia
but most particularly for mothers and fathers,
for childcare workers
and those reaching out to the dispossessed,
disabled and those in danger.
We pray that in the strength of the Holy Spirit
we may listen to the cries of the needy,
observe with the eyes of love,
and may all our actions
show the tenderness and concern
of your Son, Jesus Christ, to all we meet. Amen
Ruth, Gloria and Beryl will continue as Lone Members. We
look forward to welcoming them to events and activities around
the diocese.
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A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY

Today (14th November) at our services in the Cathedral, the Dean drew our attention to a
publication called The Messenger, the journal of the Church of England in the Diocese of
Bunbury W.A. It is now 60 years since the laying of the foundation stone for St Boniface
Cathedral blessed by Bishop Ralph Hawkins and laid in position by the then-governor, His
Excellency Lt Gen Sir Charles Gairdner on 12 November 1961.
Three articles appealed to me: The first, which appealed to my sense of humour, was headed
Our Ageing Society which told me that in 60 years not much has changed!! In part the article
states, “There would need to be a revision of means tests and awards but the time will come,
and before very long, when the burden of the aged who do not work will become an old man of
the sea on our backs, unless we accept the responsibility and stop the wicked waste of human
material giving age the dignity and respect that once was its right”.
The second article was from the then-Diocesan President of Mothers’ Union. In it she
reported that branch numbers had increased by four to sixteen and that the membership had
increased from 267 to 415. She goes on to say, “This is not an end in itself, but rather a
challenge to us of what can still be done, for, having reviewed the past, we must be ready to
plan for the future. The more Mothers’ Union members there are the greater will be the power
of prayer in our parishes”. The president had managed to visit the following branches during her
term of office; Albany, Bunbury, Boyanup, Busselton, Boyup Brook, Collie, Donnybrook,
Margaret River, Narrogin, Pemberton, Wagin and Williams.
The third article was written by the then-Bishop, Ralph Hawkins, who wrote about the
Cathedral being the Mother Church of the diocese. He goes on to say, “It will be a small
building compared with the great cathedrals of England and even with those of the capital cities
of Australia, but it will be of adequate size for those for whom it is intended…….On the interior it
will be spacious and beautiful. To be seen by all who enter its doors, there will appear to the
eye, first of all the altar, thus reminding people that, apart from all things else, a church is the
covering for an altar where the most comfortable Sacrament is offered and the Body and Blood
of Our Lord are given for man’s salvation…… On the side will be found the Chapel of St Paul
and St David to be used for daily worship and to remind us of the former parishes here by these
names whose people have been united in the one place of worship….. The stained glass
windows of the west end will tell of the Patron Saint of the diocese and remind us of the
Brotherhood of St Boniface which pioneered the Great Southern in the early days of this
century”.
And to finish there was included this story:
A Sunday School class of kindergarten age were expecting a visit from the Rector on the
following Sunday and the children were carefully rehearsing for the event. When the expected
question “Who made you?’ was asked young Johnny was to say, “God made me sir”. The day
of the visit arrived and then the vital question, “Now can anybody tell who made us?”. An
uneasy silence fell upon the room, broken at last by a small girl, who raised her hand and said,
“The boy that God made is at home sick with the measles”.
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RUGS
With thanks to the many members who knit squares that are then made into rugs. This year 25
rugs have been sent to the South-West Women's Refuge, or to Accord West which is another
welfare agency in Bunbury. Knitted squares are in short supply.
Our very busy Lone Member, Melva Browne, has sent in two beautiful rugs, one of which we will
raffle at our Lady Day service in March. Thank you Melva, your contribution to MU is highly valued.
CAN YOU HELP?
Before the onset of COVID-19, MU members were busy knitting
baby jumpers which were sent to Kapsabet in Kenya. This outreach
is now on hold and we have plenty of jumpers ready to be sent when
our Chaplain, Rev Cathie, is once again able to travel to Kenya.
In the meantime, Rev Cathie has asked for our help in knitting
booties and little baby cardigans which can be sent by mail as they
as not as heavy as the baby jumpers.
So all you keen knitters please get those knitting needles clicking
again!
You can send the items direct to Rev Cathie or to the Bunbury
Branch.
NEWS FROM DUNSBOROUGH BRANCH (Contributed by Judy Lundie)
During our September meeting we anticipated admitting the two ladies who were unable to join us
at our Branch Commissioning Service. To our delight, another lady also came forward to be
admitted, bringing our Branch Membership to 14.
We also welcomed our first guest speaker to our September meeting. Wendy, a parishioner at
Dunsborough Parish, spoke on her experiences living in Vanuatu, and her involvement with the
local community.
Another parishioner, Corinne, wished to host a monthly morning tea to help those feeling
disconnected in our surrounding community. The MU members have stepped forward to support
her with food and our service. It is held monthly and has gone from strength to strength as word
has spread enabling many locals, especially elderly, to enjoy an informal gathering to catch up over
a cuppa.
Our October meeting focused on preparation for a Service of Lament and Hope to be held on 2nd
December during the MU 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence. This service will be
a joint effort of MU and our Parish to acknowledge victims and survivors of family violence. Our MU
ladies have painted shoes white as part of an art installation representing those who have been
victims of domestic violence in Australia over the past year.
Five of our members travelled to Katanning for the MU Country Rally and AGM on 19th October,
enjoying a day of fellowship with other Branches from our Diocese.
Our November meeting gave us a chance to prepare for the season of Advent as we explored
several different ways to reflect and pray in our daily lives led by Rev’d Carol Reid. It was a calming
start to the upcoming “silly season”.
Our Children’s Borrowing Library is also now up and running on the Church verandah situated
close to the Op Shop entrance.
Editor: Isn’t it so good to hear how our new branch is functioning. Congratulations Dunsborough.
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THE CATHEDRAL COMMUNITY HALL

By the time you receive this edition of the Mustard Tree, the new hall at the Cathedral should be up
and running. We have been watching the progress each Sunday and it is looking great and you will
be impressed by the new layout of the gardens. Bunbury MU members will enjoy having their
meetings there as, for the past few years, we have had to have our meetings in the Cathedral itself
which often didn’t lend itself to many activities. And the morning tea parishioners and the catering
committee will be delighted with the new facilities.

DIOCESE OF BUNBURY ON-LINE ZOOM MEETINGS
I am exploring the possibility of monthly Zoom meetings for members who are unable to attend
regular branch meetings, either because there is not a local branch where they live, they have
commitments such as work which clash with local branch meeting
times, or they have either short or long term health and mobility
challenges that prevent them from continuing to participate in their
branch’s gatherings.
While these plans are still in their formative state, since first raising
the possibility of a Zoom branch with our executive in October I have
been in conversations with several people who have expressed an
interest in joining an on-line meeting group. They represent all of the
scenarios I mentioned in my opening paragraph.
If you know of anyone who might be interested in participating in online meetings, or if you have any
questions about how this might all work, please contact me.
Blessings, Wendy Mabey
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MULTI-FAITH RALLY
On 19th October a Multi-Faith rally and march took
place in Bunbury and was attended by a group from
the Cathedral. The event raised awareness of the
urgent need for our government to act for climate
action.
If you look closely you will see MU member, Rev Sue
Kemp, and holding the sign is Rod Steel
THANKING MRS PHYL WINCHCOMBE

This article is taken from the Bishop’s November letter commending Phyl (a MU member of the
Dunsborough Branch) for her commitment to her
parish.
For over 13 years Phyl, who was a Diocesan
Trustee, has been an inspiration at St. George’s
Op Shop, Dunsborough, and overseen it growing
to its present size and popularity. She has been
tireless in her efforts and touched the lives of
countless numbers of people by being a careful
listening ear, having a kind and compassionate
heart, and by her generous spirit.
It was therefore highly fitting that a morning tea
should be held in her honour to thank her as she
Phyl shown here with Rev Lucy
finally stepped down from this responsibility. Over
50 volunteers, family and friends came to thank and honour her for all she has done. In reply, Phil
said: “It is all from God. I owe him everything.” She also called to mind two inspirational aunts who
had devoted their whole lives to God and who she had tried to emulate.
BUSSELTON BRANCH NEWS
Eight MU members and one friend of MU met together on 16th September at the Cape Lavender Café where
the branch, instead of having their normal meeting, met for a “Birthday” lunch to enjoy fellowship.

In November the branch had their Christmas break-up commencing with
the Eucharist led by our MU Chaplain, Rev
Cathie. They then gathered for a celebratory
luncheon.
Photo on the left is Rev Cathie with branch
president, Mary, and musician, Rosemary.
Photo on the right shows some of the Busselton
Branch members taken in St Mary's Church.
Just received an email from the branch secretary, Lesley, to inform me that the branch has
enrolled a new member, Leann. Welcome to
MU Leann.
8

COUNTRY RALLY IN KATANNING
Weren’t we fortunate that the rain held off for the Eucharist and for the luncheon that followed? I
understand that the drive to Katanning for many of our members was in pouring rain but they all
made it safely to St Andrew’s. And to drive home that afternoon, also in much heavy rain, saw us all
arrive safely at our destinations. Thanks be to God.
Our day commenced with a welcome morning tea before we moved into the St Andrew's Church
where Bishop Ian led us in the Eucharist. With such good musical accompaniment, we rejoiced in
the singing, as usual.
Following the service, Sylvia and Tom Spicer were presented
with the Bishop’s award to acknowledge their contribution to
the Katanning parish and to give thanks for the work they do
for MU. Sylvia and Tom had been presented with their
award at Synod but it was felt it would be a sound idea to
present it, again, at the Country Rally so that all present
could give thanks for the outstanding work they do for
Mothers’ Union especially running the Bookshop and for
ordering and distributing the diocesan lectionaries.
The luncheon was held at the Uniting Church hall situated
on the opposite corner. The hall looked great with the
Katanning members having gone the extra yards to make
sure all was in place. A lovely lunch was enjoyed by all and
then we listened to our guest speaker, Sheralee Buss,
accompanied by Lynda Higgins. Sheralee is the manager of
the Katanning Regional Emergency Accommodation Centre
where Lynda is the Case Manager. Sheralee’s talk told us
of the many challenges they face as they deal with the
all-too-familiar stories of families in crisis. One Bunbury MU
member had in the boot of her car two rugs which had been
made by Bunbury members and it was her pleasure to hand them on
to Sheralee for distribution to needy families. Quite fortuitous!
Thank you President, Pearl, and all your Katanning members for a
wonderful Country Rally.
Long-time Katanning MU member, Cynthia Kowald, then gave her
testimony (see page 10). Thank you Cynthia
With such a great day we were soon on our way and looking forward
to next year’s Country Rally at our new branch, Dunsborough.
Two photos (right) of Tom and Sylvia receiving the Bishop’s Award, one at Synod and one at
the Country Rally.
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CYNTHIA’S TESTIMONY

At the Country Rally held recently in Katanning, Cynthia Kowald, a local member and a member of
MU for 45 years, presented her testimony. Thank you Cynthia.
Katanning is my home town but not my birthplace. It is the place where I found God although I
always knew He was guiding me even before conception as the psalmist writes.
My mother was Mary and my father Joseph, a special beginning for any baby. I was born in
England before WW2 so my childhood heard the sounds of aggression and violence and we learnt
to pray at my mother’s knee. She had a strong faith and always said her prayers kneeling by her
bed in every season. I was number one of five children who were all baptised into the Church of
England and the three eldest were confirmed. They were difficult years for Mum as Dad was away
installing radar along the south coast in anticipation of the Battle of Britain. No welfare in those days
but very supportive grandparents and uncles, aunts and cousins around us. We felt loved and
secure. God’s hand protecting us.
I’m telling you this because, shortly after the war, my parents divorced. My Dad had an extramarital
relationship with his WAAF driver. Mum could not have him back. I was heart broken. Why could
she not forgive? I understand better now. Mum was never a social person but she was identified by
MU as a someone who came into the 5th object (adversity). It was a good meeting until the women
visiting were told that Mum was divorced. No further contact was made. I know post-war Britain
was changing, but in the area of the scriptures, God’s word was absolute. I am thankful that I bore
no grudge but mum never went to church after that so it must have hurt. Times and acceptance
have moved forward and we rejoice in the diversity of MU membership today. God has a plan and a
purpose.
My mother-in-law, Bonnie, was a born-again Pentecostal Christian.
Lutheran of German descent. A marriage of opposites
which taught me a lot about tolerance. I believe
Mervyn’s and my marriage was made in heaven.
Although I was a migrant from a different culture and
treated with some suspicion at first, I was welcomed
as a Christian into the family. Bonnie was a wonderful
mother-in-law and was always willing to share her gifts
and helped me in so many ways. I grew to love Jesus
as Lord with her actions and words more and more. It
was with her that I attended an ARMA convention at
Manjimup and received the Holy Spirit.
Bonnie
received words of wisdom from the Lord and spoke in
tongues which were always interpreted by the minister
of the 4 Square Church. I was overawed when she
gave a message to MU members at a Country Rally in
Katanning in Bishop Hamish’s time. It was authentic
with well-received words of encouragement and
vision.
These two women are an example to believe in our
aims and objects. Have faith in what this amazing
world-wide organisation stands for. Its strength in
God, the church and the family bound together with
love and belief in the future. God’s blessing to you all.
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My father-in-law a strict

SNIPPITS FROM THE EXECUTIVE MEETING HELD 18TH OCTOBER AT KATANNING
•

Fellowship Day is to be renamed Friendship Day and plans are in hand to hold two such days next year in
different parts of the Diocese. The reason for this change is that some branches already celebrate
Fellowship Day organised by Australian Church Women and we wanted to avoid confusion.

•

Next year’s Country Rally will be held in Dunsborough.

•

The caravan repairs are on hold and will be attended to in 2022

•

Remember that 2022 is an election year for both branches and the executive

•

Our theme for 2022 is Prayer in Action

•

Our theme song for 2022 is Take My Hands

•

The design for a new Diocesan banner was considered and contact will be made with nominated persons
who could draw up a design taking into consideration your ideas discussed at the Fellowship (Friendship)
Day held this year

•

Lady Day will take place on Friday 25th March 2022 at St Boniface Cathedral and the luncheon to follow
will be held in the new hall at the Cathedral.

•

The issue of Life Membership was discussed and will be topic on the agenda of the first executive meeting
on 24th March 2022

•

Although Lynda Howe has moved into the Diocese of Perth, she has agreed to remain as our Prayer and
Spirituality Coordinator for another year and to send out the Circle of Prayer as required.

•

16 Days of Activism. Did you look up the MU website for ideas?

•

The State MU Conference will be held in Perth in 2022

•

The Great Southern Region and the SW Region will no longer exist as separate entities.

•

Has your branch considered how they will operate once cheque books become obsolete in the future?
Some branches now operate on the BSB system.

RINGING THE BELLS IN BOYUP BROOK (Contributed by Margaret Hester)
On the 30th October at 6.pm, on the eve of the opening of the COP 26 gathering in Glasgow, a few
parishioners from St. Saviour’s, Boyup Brook, gathered at our Bell Tower to ring our bell for half an
hour as a means of alerting people to the seriousness of climate change.
As well as six parishioners, the bell ringing alerted two small boys who joined in with the ringing and
another two ladies also arrived. The church was opened during
this time and we were able to show the boys and the ladies the
inside of our church and were asked many interesting questions!
It was an extra-special moment for us when the boys arrived at
our Morning Prayer service the next day, unaccompanied, and
joined us for morning tea afterwards which they really
enjoyed! Their ages were probably about eight and six years.
Boyup Brook is a small but very active MU branch and so it is
sad to report that one of their members (Bev Coumbe) is
moving to Queensland to be nearer to her son, daughter-in-law
and granddaughter, Charlee.
Bev has been a dedicated
member of MU and will be greatly missed. Once she has settled
at Toogoom, she is hoping to find a MU branch nearby.
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BUNBURY BRANCH FAREWELLS TWO MEMBERS
One of our members whom we mourn is Frances Jones who died on 5
September. Frances was a quiet and respected parishioner of St Boniface
Cathedral. She was a committed member of Mothers'’ Union and we will miss
her presence. Her funeral service was led by Fr Brian Newing, who had known
Fran all her life as they both hailed from Tambellup. A special note of thanks
was made to the residents of Bethanie Esprit for their kindness to Fran.
Fran had been a member of MU for nine years. She was initially reluctant to
join as she and her husband were not blessed with children and she thought it
inappropriate to join an organisation called Mothers’ Union. Fortunately, her
friend, Alison, encouraged Fran to join and she became a quiet and productive
member especially using her crocheting skills to make items for the Joy Boxes.

In October, we mourned the loss of Dorothy Seales
who joined MU in 1959 in Maryborough, Queensland. A beautiful service took place in St Boniface Cathedral, a service
which truly reflected Dorothy’s life. The service was led by Canon Carol
Morgan and Canon Geoff Chadwick both of whom had known Dorothy
for many years. The members of the South-West Opera Company
added to the ambience of the service. Dorothy had been a member of
MU for over 60 years and it was an important part of her life. She was
also a dedicated member of the Order of St Luke, a hospital visitor, a
Synod representative, a member of the Parish Council, so you can see
that the church played a huge part in Dorothy’s life.
If you wanted to observe high-class needlework then you would not
have to look further than Dorothy's dressmaking skills. She designed
and made her own outfits which were all top class. Another of Dorothy’s
interests was music and she was the organist at St Elizabeth’s Chapel
for many years.
Her family was very important to her and she loved to tell others what was happening in their lives.
Mention was made of the long phone calls she made to many of her family members and to her
friends. MU members formed a guard of honour at the conclusion of the service and a beautiful
morning tea, organised by MU members, was served at the back of the Cathedral where we all
had the opportunity to relate our memories of Dorothy. Rest in peace dear friend
MANDURAH FAREWELLS CORAL (Contributed by Irene Weber)

I first met Coral Headley in Perth in the late ‘80’s. We were on the Mothers’
Union Executive together. You can imagine my surprise when I became a
member of the Bunbury Diocesan Mothers’ Union Executive to see Coral there
as well. We were so surprised to see each other. I was a member of the
Bridgetown Branch and Coral was a member of the Mandurah Branch. Coral
was Secretary and President of the Mandurah Branch over the many years
she was there. On the Bunbury Diocesan Executive, Coral served as the
Spirituality and Prayer person.
Due to ill health she has not been able to attend the Mandurah Branch over the
past few years but is remembered with love by the ladies who knew her. May
she rest in peace.
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HARVEST THANKSGIVING EVENT AT HYDEN 30 TH OCTOBER 2021 (Contributed by Cynthia
Kowald)
Five of us from St. Andrews Katanning left early Saturday morning, travelling through the Upper Great
Southern into the wheat belt arriving rather warm at 12 noon. The countryside, after good winter rains, was
a joy, full dams and ripening crops, sheep content on lush pastures. We have much top be to thank God
for, although it was sad to see evidence of declining rural populations, with abandoned homesteads and
lifeless town sites.
We had a picnic lunch and settled into our excellent cabins at the Wave Rock Caravan Park . We saw the
signs to the Amphitheatre pointing us to first event at 2 pm. Hyden is a tourist town and there was an
assault on our senses as we soaked up the atmosphere. The area near the resort and lake was decorated
with harvest produce and we added our gifts. The service was conducted by Father Ian Mabey and Bishop
Ian gave the address. It was a joy to see so many from around the Diocese (quite a number of MU
members), getting to know new friends and catching up with old ones was heart warming. The Revd
Marion Prowse and I go back a long way to the 80’s in fact when we attended Bremer Bay Beach
Missions with our children, what memories.
Before the evening BBQ we were taken on a walk around the Rock and climbed the steps for a view across
the wide paddocks. Birds and flora were introduced to us and the Rock is a marvel of natural beauty. After
a good night’s rest, another walk to get the best photos and the Church
Service in the packed Anglican Church building which was beautifully cared
for. Rosemary Cussons played the keyboard as she did at the sing-along
the previous evening and we appreciated her talent. The singing made for
wonderful worship and must have been a blessing for God. Bishop led
corporate prayers that I enjoyed and found meaningful. His sermon of
Thanksgiving resonated with us all. He was so relaxed and obviously
enjoyed the whole experience and made us all depart very happy after lunch
together at the Wildflower Café where the service was wonderful and the
people so friendly and welcoming.
We stayed another night and visited an interesting museum – it became quite a talking point. There must
have been at least 200 people at the Rally. We were all buoyed up by being together as the Body of Christ.
Isolation and distances seemed to recede. Alleluia! Thank you to the people of Hyden and district for your
welcome, love and hospitality. It was a great celebration of our faith. God bless you.
A FEW FACTS ABOUT HYDEN (Reference:

Google)

The town of Hyden is located 292 kilometres (181 miles) east-southeast of Perth,
Western Australia in the Shire of Kondinin. Hyden is home to Wave Rock, Mulka's
Cave and Hippos Yawn (R), all popular local tourist attractions.
The traditional owners of the area are the Indigenous Australian group
the Njakinjaki peoples who have inhabited the region for thousands of years. The
many granite outcrops, land formations, waterways as well as flora and fauna are still culturally significant
to them.
Sandalwood cutters were thought to be the earliest European visitors in the area.
The land in the surrounding area was opened up for agriculture in the 1920s. A railway was built between
Kondinin and Hyden Rock in 1930. The townsite was gazette in 1932 following demand for land around the
railway terminus.
The first wheat crop was harvested in Hyden in 1927.
The surrounding areas produce wheat and other cereal crops. The town is a grain receival
site for Cooperative Bulk Handling.
Wave Rock

Hyden has a population of 388.
Around 100,000 tourists visit the town
throughout the year while travelling to
Wave Rock which is found 4 km
(2.5 mi) to the east of the townsite.
Other visitors arrive during the wildflower season between September
and December to see the many
wildflower species that bloom at the time and different birds that feed on the blossom.
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A VISIT TO HYDEN part 2 (Extracts taken from the Bishop’s November letter)
The sun shone again this past weekend when Northern Harvest Deanery invited any who
wished to come to attend Harvest Thanksgiving services in a big shed at Wave Rock on the
Saturday then in church in Hyden on Sunday. Over 70 people rocked up to each service and
45 joined in a barbecue and singing hymns and songs on Saturday evening.
Keva, one of the farmers, masterminded a Harvest display which included all the crops of the
area, sheep fleeces, including one that had been blessed recently at St. John’s, and food
donated by individuals and by St. Nicholas, Australind. Keva, and the other local Christians,
were very touched and encouraged by the number of people who came to worship with them.
They rocked up from all over the diocese: Albany, Australind, Bunbury, Busselton, Carey
Park, Coodanup, Corrigin, Darkan, Gelorup, Hopetoun, Katanning, Kojonup, Mandurah,
Narrogin and Williams. It was wonderful to be able to thank God for all the good things we
are given and for what looks to be one of the best harvests ever, after years of insufficient
rain. It was also good to thank the farmers for their labour and toil.
Rev Ian Mabey, with Wendy, helped this all to take place and Sheenagh Collins provided
invaluable assistance and expert guided tours of the rock and the stunning wildflowers.
Ven Brian Newing, Revds Harold Lee, Marion Prowse, Vicki Webb and Terry O’Neill were all
present. Brian was among those catching up with people he has known and ministered to
over generations.
People left thinking we perhaps should be back again next year when Hyden celebrates their
100th anniversary and maybe also hold similar occasional events/services at other places in
our diocese, particularly East of the Albany Highway.

You might be able to
recognise several MU
members in this photo.
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EXPLORE PRAYER

As our MU theme for 2022 is Prayer
in Action , please read this
information from Rev Mavis Tyler
and place the date in your diary.

REPORT FROM MU Chaplain - REVEREND CATHIE BROOME
Blessings to you all, As another year draws to an end we take this time to reflect upon the year that has
been. We rejoice at the opportunities to gather in friendship that we have shared and the outreach
ministry that has enabled us to share God’s love with each other and our communities. This Advent
season I encourage you to take the time to also pray for the MU branches in the dioceses and to give
thanks for the new Dunsborough branch and our lone members.
Advent means 'Coming' in Latin. This is the coming of Jesus into the world. It is a time of anticipation, a
time of preparation, and a time of remembrance. On the four Sundays of Advent, you’ll see the Advent
wreath. Around it will be four candles, three purple, and one pink: Hope, Love, Joy and Peace. And in its
centre is a large white candle. That’s the Christ Candle.
The first candle is sometimes called the candle of prophecy because it symbolises the promises the
prophets delivered as messages from God; promises that foretold Christ’s birth. Others consider the
candle to be a symbol of the hope we have in Christ and so it is called the Hope candle.
The second candle shows that Christ is the Way. Christians are lost in sin and Christ is the Light sent
into the world to show them the way out of darkness. The third candle indicates that the only lasting Joy
to be found in life on earth is through Christ. All other joy is fleeting and does not last. The fourth candle
reminds that Jesus comes to bring Peace to both the world and to people’s hearts. Without Christ there
is no peace in this world.
The fifth candle represents Christ himself who is born to save people from their sins. It is a celebration
of the fulfilment of prophecy as represented in Christ’s birth and hope in the final fulfilment when Christ
comes again and Christians join him.
So my MU brothers and sisters throughout the Diocese, may our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and your
families this Advent season and may you know the love of God today and always,
With God’s grace and blessings, Cathie
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MANDURAH BRANCH NEWS
Right: Isobelle and Bronwyn with Fr Ian after their Welcome into
membership of the Mandurah Branch at the branch’s October
meeting

Left: Mandurah
member Margaret
cutting a birthday cake
at the branch end-ofyear luncheon,
supported by Rev
Cheryl who presided at
our Eucharist.

Above: Mothers’ Union members getting into the spirit of their
parish 150 anniversary celebrations at the spring fete in
October

Important Dates for Mothers’ Union in 2022
First Executive meeting Thursday 24th March 2022
Lady Day Friday 25th March 2022
Don’t forget to send me your snippets of information especially news from your branch and
your church community
Photos most welcome
The closing date for the next edition of the Mustard Tree is 14th February 2022
Send your contributions to:
Margaret Rennick
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