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A few weeks ago our daughter, Renae, shared the following post on her     

Facebook page: 
 

Renae: ‘I wonder if the frogs in our garden are enjoying this rain or if they are 

cold?’ 
 

Jethro: ‘If they’re cold they can come inside our house and we can make 

them clothes and give them a bath every day.’ 
 

The boys are now discussing the merits and correct procedures for bathing frogs.  Concerns about 

plug holes and tadpoles have been canvassed as well as the need for lily pads so they don’t touch 

the frog’s skin. 

 
I am so often amazed by the lessons we can learn from the children in our world. Two boys at play, 

aged 4 and 6, are having a conversation about how they might bathe frogs. To those who would   

consider themselves more learned, this could seem nothing but a game. After all, we know that you 

don’t make clothes for frogs or keep them in your homes and give them baths. 
 

And yet Jethro and Elijah were modelling that which we are called to do, to transform our community 

through prayer and action as members of Mothers’ Union. Having come up with an idea, a far-fetched 

idea that others may consider ridiculous and doomed to failure, they set about exploring how they 

might achieve transformation in the life of the frogs who inhabit their garden, their community. 

 
In my professional world, I might use words like processes and procedures, risk assessments, costs 

and benefits, setting SMART goals (specific, measurable, attainable, relevant, time-bound), KPI’s, 

and more.  
 

Without any of this jargon and without any project management training, my two grandsons set about 

exploring how they might respond to a concern that they had –that the frogs in their garden might not 

like the cold and the rain they had to endure. They came up with some options – bring the frogs     

inside, make them clothes, give them a bath each day. Having come up with these, the boys then 

delved into what they would need to do to achieve what they wanted – they would need to have lily 

pads so that they didn’t touch the skin of the frogs. 

Prayer in Action 
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Matthew 25:34-40 “Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, my Father has blessed 

you! Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world. I was hungry, and you 

gave me something to eat. I was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger, 

and you took me into your home. I needed clothes, and you gave me something to wear. I was 

sick, and you took care of me. I was in prison, and you visited me.’ “Then the people who have 

God’s approval will reply to him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you or see you 

thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you as a stranger and take you into our 

homes or see you in need of clothes and give you something to wear? When did we see you sick 

or in prison and visit you?’ “The king will answer them, ‘I can guarantee this truth: Whatever you 

did for one of my brothers or sisters, no matter how unimportant they seemed, you did for me.’ 

 
This message that we receive in Matthew’s Gospel is also expressed to us in the words of  

Sydney Bertram Carter’s song ‘When I needed a neighbour, were you there?’ and in Graham 

Kendrick’s ‘God of the poor’. They all challenge us to respond to the needs of our community – to 

reach out to those in need and to provide for them. 

 
As a mission organisation of the Anglican Communion, Mothers’ Union needs to be a part of this 

response. When we become aware of a need we need to work out what can be done, how we 

can go about it, and what we will need in order to achieve our goals.  

We do all this within the framework that Mothers’ Union gives us, using our aims and objectives to 

identify projects that match our calling. We recobgnise our limitations, as individuals, as branches, 

and as a diocese. We respond to Mary Sumner’s vision of an organisation called to social action 

as a response to our prayers. We step out in faith, knowing that others may think that our ideas 

are foolish and unattainable. 

 
Jethro and Elijah were doing just this when they explored how to respond to the need they identi-

fied for the frogs in their garden community. In the weeks before their frog project they were     

rostered to lead prayers alongside Renae in church. This is what they each wrote: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have the boys created a home for frogs inside their home, made clothes or set up a bathing    

routine?  No they haven’t. Not yet. But I do know that they have some frog homes spread around 

their garden.  Blessings, Wendy 

https://biblereasons.com/caring-for-the-sick/
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MARY SUMNER DAY IN THE DIOCESE OF PERTH 

On the coldest day so far in 2022, Ian and travelled to St 

George’s Cathedral to attend the Diocese of Perth Mary 

Sumner Day Eucharist on Tuesday 9
th
 August.  The   

presider of the service was the Assistant Curate, Rev’d 

Sarah Stapleton, with the Dean, the Very Reverend Chris 

Chataway, delivering the sermon which explored the life 

of Mary Sumner and her dedication to Mothers’ Union in 

terms of the scripture readings for the day. 

At the conclusion of the service the Diocesan Mothers’ 

Union banner was rededicated. Made in 1932, the     

banner had for many years been stored in archives.    

After receiving permission to have a home for the banner 

in the Cathedral, work began on restoration and the   

making of a suitable display case.  Diocesan President, 

Kaye Healy, spoke on the formation of the Mothers’    

Union in the diocese and the story behind the banner’s 

creation, following which the banner was unveiled by   

current Diocesan Secretary, Lois McGrath.  The banner 

was then blessed by the Dean. 

Wendy Mabey 

MANDURAH BRANCH REPORT 

After a few months break from meetings to support parish and diocesan initiatives, our branch 

hosted a Parish Quiet Day in July based on the book ‘The Cup of Life” by Joyce Rupp.  It was led 

by branch member Rev Cheryl Absalom and attended by members and parishioners. Those    

present listened to mediations on The Cup of My Life, The Chipped Cup and The Cup of Blessing.  

After each meditation there was time for quiet reflection. The Quiet Day concluded with a          

Eucharist after which our members held a brief meeting.   

 

At our August meeting we heard from our Diocesan President (and local branch member) Wendy 

Mabey who spoke to members about Mothers’ Union on a diocesan level, while also sharing        

information on an international, national and branch level. 

 

Branch member Susan Davies, a member of Bishop 
in Council and the Diocesan Reconciliation Commit-
tee spoke on the synod motions regarding the adop-
tion of the Uluru statement and the need for reconcil-
iation within our diocese and the activities of the 
committee in seeking to begin the conversation.  We 
were encouraged to listen, to understand and to 
move forward. 

 

Photo: Members of Mandurah Branch assisting at our parish Pop 
Up Morning Tea held in May to raise funds for the Cancer Council of WA 
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THE QUEEN’S PLATIMUM JUBILEE 

AMUA sent its best wishes to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, on the occasion of her Platinum 
Anniversary. The Queen is the Royal Patron of Mothers’ Union, and continues to be a wonderful 
example of integrity and duty to MU members all over the world. 

 

 
 
A Prayer for the Queen’s Platinum    
Jubilee: 
 
Gracious God, We give you thanks for our 
Royal Patron, Queen Elizabeth. She has 
set before us a wonderful example of    
integrity, dignity and compassion for all 
humanity. We ask for your blessing on her 
as she continues to serve you and her 
people as her royal duty. We pray for her 
family as they support her in various 
roles. We ask this in the name of your 
Son, Jesus Christ. Amen 
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ALBANY MISSION TO SEAFARERS (Contributed by Jane Sattler) 

Mission to Seafarers in Albany has just started up the visiting bit again after 2½ years,  although 
not all the ships' owners are happy for their crews to come off in case they catch Covid. 

Some of these folks have been stuck on their ships for all that time as no-one would let them 
disembark. Apparently there has been much depression and some suicides because of the   
isolation. Generally, they didn’t know anyone else on board and they have since had to separate 
disparate groups-eg Russians and Ukrainians. The work is dangerous. Anyone who falls 6    
storeys down an open hatch is not going to survive. Isolation. Apparently there was recently a 
ship anchored in the outer harbor for 8 weeks, waiting for the port to accumulate the 40,000 
tonnes of oats it needed. Then they were in port for just hours working flat out to load. 

The group was started in 1835 when the son of an English pastor asked his Dad, about all the 
ships they could see anchored offshore, ‘How do they get to church?’ Dad hadn’t thought about 
that! 

The local group offers companionship, ‘someone like Grandma’, cups of tea, shopping trips,    
op shops, MacDonalds. There is a constant demand for magazines like National Geographic. 
Also a constant demand for clothes and beanies. 

Seafarers are now vaccinated against Covid. Most can speak a little English-and there is always 
someone on board who can communicate. John Jones takes his dog, which he says always 
prompts pictures of the crew’s own dogs. It is a great ice breaker. 

During Covid, the local group had some scheme whereby the crew could phone their homes, 
albeit briefly. They were getting Sim cards on board and set up Wifi. They were also arranging 
gift boxes with chocolates and beanies, toothpaste, toothbrushes, razors, etc. The port was      
providing fuel money to pay for the group’s shopping trips. 

The group also has some sway with Australian Maritime Association and is able to intervene if 
there are reports of not enough food being taken on board for the proposed trip or lack of pay for 
the crew. He said, with threats by the Maritime Association to impound the ship, money          
miraculously appears! 

A lot of volunteers have drifted off in the 2½ years to find something else to do, so they are   
hoping to build up numbers again. 

Thank you Jane for this update re the seafarers.  I trust you will get some willing          
volunteers.  
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OUR DIOCESAN PRESIDENT VISITS ALBANY BRANCH 
When Wendy visited the Albany Branch, she was able to present service awards to Charlotte 
Steele (10 years) and Pauline Tutt (45 years) at St John’s Church.  A new member, Wendy, was 
enrolled.  Welcome to MU, Wendy. 
 
Rev Karen Cave presented Jill Havercroft (R) with her 40-year certificate of service at the nursing 
home where Jill now lives.  Wendy was unable to be there as the nursing home was in lockdown. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(L) Wendy Visited Dardanup where she congratulated 
two members  of Boyanup Branch for their 25-year 
service to MU. 
 
 

 

 

Good to receive an email from Meryl    
Jarvis as follows: 

Boyanup Branch celebrated Mary Sumner 
Day with a service at St John's, Capel.  Rev. 
Mavis combined a Eucharist and the Mary 
Sumner Day Service from the MU Worship 
and Prayer book.  Following the service we 
enjoyed morning tea and fellowship at the 
Church.   
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FRIENDSHIP DAY DAY IN BRUNSWICK 
It was so good to see members from various branches joining together in fellowship on Thursday 
16th June in St Peter’s Hall in Brunswick.   The branches represented were Collie, Busselton,     
Mandurah, Carey Park and Bunbury. 

The day began with a service of Christian Discipleship from our MU book and then led on to Rev  
Vicki Webb instructing us about Prayer Shingles and the making of Anglican Prayer Beads Chaplets. 

I thought the day was really well organised.  The planks of wood taught us to look further than just the outside.  We could see many 
different things in the wood grain and talked between ourselves. The bead pray chains or 

whatever each person wanted to use them for  was really 
interesting and a great choice of beads got everyone          
going.  Thanks to the organises for such a pleasant and     
interesting mixture of MU members whom we don’t get to 
see very often .  (Tricia from Bunbury Branch) 

In the short time I was there, two MU members 
at the same table impressed me. Blanche from 
Collie, (shown left) who drove alone through 
the fog to be with us. The other, Essie (shown 
right) from Busselton, told us she would be  
celebrating her 97th birthday in the coming week.  And there she was making 
her Chaplet!  Such dedication from both members.  (Margaret) 

Interestingly, June from Bunbury found herself in both the above photos! 
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SECOND FRIENDSHIP DAY 

 Our second Friendship Day, held in Kojonup in the last week of July, was attended by members from 

Katanning, Albany, Boyup Brook, Bunbury and Mandurah plus our Lone Member, Ruth Price, from 

Denmark. It was a relaxed day of sharing and fellowship, with prayerful meditation.  

Members were delighted to have Rev Vicki Webb and Rev Kevin Toovey with us for the day, sharing 

their skills. Members of the parish welcomed us and provided us with morning tea.  

A colourful array of prayer chaplets and beads were made by members.  

As in Brunswick, we commenced our day with meditation and reflection around wooden shingles 

which were once part of the roof of a building in Albany which has been repurposed many times to 

meet the needs of the community. Rev Kevin shared with us his memories of the building from when 

it was used as a boarding house during his school years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOYUP BROOK NEWS 

Betty and Jan enjoyed going to Kojonup for the recent Friendship Day where we discovered what 
prayer shingles were and made some beautiful prayer chaplets to take home with us. Rev’d Vicki and 
Rev’d Kevin were an inspiration and encouragement to us as we looked at these two different ways 
of prayer. 

It was wonderful to catch up with other MU members, particularly those from Albany and Denmark as 
they are often not able to get to Lady Day. It was also great to hear other members talk about what is 
happening in their branch. 

DOUBLE CELEBRATION IN ALBANY 

The August Albany Mother’s’ Union meeting was a double celebration for Mary Sumner Day and a 
celebration for Pearl, who turns 100 this month.  

Mary Sumner was the founder of Mothers’ Union. We commenced  with our MU chaplain, Tina Morri-
son, leading us in the special Mary Sumner Day service from the MU prayer book. This was followed 
by the Rev. Karen sharing a reading and a few short words. She followed these with a brief history of 
Pearl’s church life and a blessing for Pearl. 

MU members and members of the parish shared in a magnificent celebratory afternoon tea. Thank 
you to everyone for being there and for your contributions, both food and hall decoration, to make our 
double celebration memorable. 
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IN A SOCIAL ISSUES AND ACTION NEWS-

LETER RECEIVED FROM OUR AUSTRALI-

AN COORDINATOR, SUSAN SKOWRONSKI, 

THERE WAS INCLUDED A SECTION ON    

ELDER ABUSE THE MAIL POINTS AS      

FOLLOWS: 

One in six older Australians reported         

experiencing abuse in the 12 months prior 

to survey Feb-May 2020. 

Elder abuse can take the form of Psycho-

logical (12%), Neglect (3%), Financial 

(2%), Physical (2%) and Sexual (1%) 

Perpetrators of elder abuse are often family 

members, mostly adult children, but can be 

friends, neighbours and acquaintances. 

People with poor physical or psychologi-

cal health and higher levels of social iso-

lation are more like to experience elder 

abuse. 

Two thirds of people don’t seek help when 

abused 

Elder abuse often remails hidden, with 

the most frequent action to stop the 

abuse involving the victim speaking      

directly to the perpetrator. 

Family and friends are the most common 

source of support for older people who    

experience abuse. 

 

CELEBRATING MARY SUMNER DAY AT 
KATANNING 

 
 
On Thursday 4

th
 of August MU Katanning  

celebrated Mary Sumner Day with Revd  
Kevin Toovey and members and friends. We 
celebrated with candles lit for the staff at 
Mary Sumner House,  our Worldwide Presi-
dent, Sheran Harper, MU Australia President,  
The Revd Anne Kennedy,  Bunbury Diocese 
MU and President, Wendy Mabey,  our Link 
Branch, Pittsworth in Queensland, and the   
Pacific Asia Region.  
 
Amongst the other candles was  our Branch 
Candle. Revd Kevin lit the candles as      
members said the prayers from the service 
sheet he had provided. He also handed out a 
leaflet about the life of Mary Sumner. After 
the Liturgy and a hymn we finished with Mary 
Sumner’s prayer: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All this day, O Lord, let me touch as many 
lives as possible for thee; 
and every life I touch, do thou by thy spirit 
quicken,  
whether through the word I speak, the prayer 
I breathe,  
or the life I live. Amen.  
 
Thank you Sylvia for sending this information. 

Well done to Katanning Branch 
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 REMEMBERING BERYL KOCH 

Beryl was a MU member  for over 60 years.  Here 
are extracts from the eulogies given by her two 
children, John and Shirley, at her funeral on 24th 
May. 

Beryl was born in September 1931, three years 
into the great depression.  It was also between 
two world wars; a very austere and tough time for 
all Australians.     She was born in Warragul, in 
Gippsland, Victoria.  She was the second daugh-
ter of Arthur and Grace Beach.  Arthur was a bull-
ock driver, and, when Beryl was young, the family 
moved to northern Victoria, to the Kyabram area 
where they were dairy farmers for many years  

Mum went to High School in Echuca.  After Mum finished high school she completed a secretarial 
course, resulting in an office job at the Echuca munitions factory where supplies for the Deforce 
Force were   manufactured  

She met Dad at a church ball in 1948 and they courted for 5 years, marrying in Echuca in       
February 1953. They became farmers, eventually buying their own dairy farm and orchard at 
Lancaster, near Kyabram.  During this period Mum was very active in Mothers’ Union and the  
Anglican church, associations she has cherished all her life.  

Fast forward to 1964 when the family embarked on an epic adventure travelling around Australia.  
Dad worked as a builder in various regional towns.  Mum was our teacher via the Victorian     
Correspondence School.  

In 1968 when John was about to start high school, Mum and Dad spent all their savings and 
bought a sheep and grain growing farm in Boddington, Western Australia.   For the next 25 
years, Mum partnered Dad doing the farm work, every day!  She cooked, drove tractors, handled 
sheep, planted trees, fought bushfires and did the all the farm accounts. All the while, she raised 
more chickens and grew fruit and vegetables for us to eat and ran the Church Op Shop.  The 
next chapter involved a smaller farm on Crooked Brook Road in Dardanup. Here, Mum and Dad 
slowed down a little and grew mainly mandarins and kiwi fruit.  Mum and Dad moved to a 
“normal” house in Eaton about 20 years ago  

Her two children are extremely grateful for the support of friends and family here in Bunbury 
whose help enabled Mum to stay in her own home with Dad – especially during the Covid era 
when the border was closed.  Thanks also to the Mother’s Union representatives who are here 
today -  Mum was part of this group for about  60 years .  Mum was a woman of faith and this 
was demonstrated by her continued commitment to this organisation and to the church.  We  also 
appreciate the efforts of the staff of St Boniface, especially Dean Darryl, and to the amazing     
parishioners who have provided the refreshments. We are grateful for their friendship and love 
towards Mum while she was alive and for this very tangible display of affection through the    
sharing of food. 

 

Editor’s note:  I remember Beryl’s floral arrangements, they were wonderful.  Any time our       
Bunbury Branch needed floral decorations, straight away Beryl would volunteer to do them.  
Many members will remember a State Conference held in Bunbury some years ago.  Of course it 
was Beryl who did all the floral arrangements.  For some years now Beryl had been unable to  
attend our meetings but we kept in touch especially through our “secret” prayer partners.  A quiet 
and beautiful soul.  Rest in peace Beryl. 
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OUR MU MEMBER’S SERVICE IS RECOGNISED 

Thanking Marjorie Quartermaine at Quindanning on Sunday 29 May  

Williams Gateway Parish held a joint 5th Sunday service on 29 May at the recently refurbished 

Quindanning Church. As part of the service, Marjorie Quartermaine was thanked for 45 years of 

service on the Parish Council. As a token of the parish’s gratitude, they presented Marjorie with 

flowers and with a beautifully-sewn quilted picture hanging featuring all the churches in Williams 

Gateway Parish together with  a message for Marjorie. 

MY JOURNEY (SO FAR) BY MARJORIE QUARTERMAINE 

I was born in Wagin in 1937 and baptized in Albany in 1938 when the family was on holiday.  I   

attended Wagin Primary School and travelled in a school bus—a truck with canvas walls.  Then I 

went to Albany High School in Year 9.  During my stay in Albany I was confirmed at St John’s 

Church. 

I came back home to the farm where I worked in the house for mum and outside with dad.  We 

went to church every Sunday where my interest comes from.  I married a farmer from Katanning.  

Bill was confirmed before our marriage.   We shifted from Katanning to a bigger farm in Darkan 

where I am still living.  All the family went to church in the CWA as there was no Anglican building  

in Darkan. 

I was given a job as secretary for our local area—we did a lot of catering and helped raise funds 

for the Williams parish.  Bill served on the Parish Council for two years and they then gave me his 

position.  In time, I became the Parish Secretary.  Then I became the Parish Treasurer, plenty of 

good years and some not very financial.  With many functions, we survived.  When the GST came 

into being I decided to give away that position. 

I participated in Cursillo, being a leader and on team twice.  This helped me to do a lot more   

thinking and I made many friends over time.  I became a LLM and helped the smaller centres to 

have a service at least once a month—Wandering, Arthur River, Darkan, Williams, and Quindan-

ning. I represented Marradong when the locals were working to keep their church in order for the 

generations to come. It took about 4 years to get it back into condition—no more white ants!  This 

year I helped organise the Bishop’s visit to give Quindanning Church a blessing, the foundation 

stone having been laid on 17th April 1894.  What a great day 

with a picnic lunch under the big, old pine tree.  The church 

was full to overflowing and many people retuned for the     

service and to catch up with relatives. 

I am now the Safe Church Coordinator plus a portfolio of  

looking after the smaller churches in the region.  I have a 

great love of Jesus and God the Father. 

Marj has been a member of MU 

for 19 years.  She was a    

member of Williams Branch until 

it closed and now she attends 

Bunbury Branch.  Quite a      

distance to travel each month. 
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NEWS FROM THE BUNBURY 

Bunbury Branch has had a busy three months.  In June we  welcomed Emma 

Strong who is the Chaplain at South Bunbury and Capel Primary Schools.  

What an inspirational guest speaker she was!  In July, Rev Canon Geoff    

Chadwick officiated at the Eucharist and then gave a very full explanation of his 

role at the Bunbury Cathedral Grammar School accompanied by an excellent 

PowerPoint presentation.  We congratulated Fr Geoff who will take on the role 

of Archdeacon in January. In August, we were thrilled to welcome Mary Sumner 

to our meeting.  Mary had travelled a great distance to be with us!!  Dressed for 

the occasion, Mary individually met each 

member and then gave us an outline of 

how she had been instrumental in founding 

Mothers’ Union. Thank you Mary aka  Elea-

nor Lewin. Quite a number of our members 

attended the Friendship Day in Brunswick 

(and one member journeyed to  Kojonup as 

well) where they were very creative making chaplets.  We are 

delighted to welcome two new members to our branch:  Jackie 

Rackham and Barbara Brodison. 

Top photo shows Mary Sumner giving her talk.  Note that she 

was dressed for the occasion.. 

The lower photo shows Mary being introduced to one of the Bun-

bury members.  She circled our gathering being introduced to 

each member and saying a few words of welcome 

 

Important Dates for Mothers’ Union in 2022 

Executive meeting Wednesday 26th October         

Dunsborough 

Country Rally Thursday 27th October Dunsborough 

Don’t forget to send me your snippets of information especially news from your branch 

and your church community             Photos most welcome 

The closing date for the next edition of the Mustard Tree is  

14th November 2022 

 

 

 


