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From the President
As I am writing this, it is Holy Week and we are preparing for our journey to Easter
beginning with Palm Sunday. It is always a special time for me as I am once again
reminded of the amazing love of our God for his people.
We have had a busy start to the year with much more to come as we consider our
theme for the year: Transformation – Now.
Anne and I will be visiting most areas delivering a Workshop or a get together. We
are also visiting Parishes by invitation to fellowship and deliver a talk about Mothers
Union at the Sunday Service. It would be great if you could encourage your parish to
extend an invitation.
This year we had the privilege of visiting Bowen and Mareeba. It was great to catch up with faithful
members to celebrate their past and to encourage them in their continued ministry. I love to hear the
stories and marvel at what has been achieved.
Thank you to those Branches and Friendship Groups who have filled out their paperwork, it is very
helpful in planning and organising workshops and visits. Remember that this is an election year and
those who wish to vote or hold positions need to be financial. Could you also pray about whether God is
calling you to put in an application for one of the positions on Executive. It is a very positive way to
make a difference and learn more about our amazing organisation.
We live in a world of turmoil at the moment with the devastation in Tonga, the floods in NSW and
Queensland not to mention the war in the Ukraine. We are still besieged with the Covid virus and are
getting to a time when we know it will continue to be a reality in our lives. It is a time to re-evaluate what
is important and how we move forward. How we transform in a world that is so unpredictable. We are
fortunate that we can leave all our concerns at the foot of the cross knowing that the Holy Spirit will
comfort us but also lead us into all truth.
Mothers Union members have always been a people of prayer and at this time it is even more important
to listen for God’s messages to us. To look outwards to those in the community who do not have this
assurance – that God is in control. At this Easter time, the time for us to celebrate our risen Lord, may
you continually remember that you rest in the palm of God’s hands.

Sharing Christ’s love by encouraging, strengthening, and supporting marriage and family life.
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The Branch
Transformed

Lady Day 2022

Ruth Bortolotto, Brenda Murdoch, Alice Hunai-Barber, Diane
McIntyre and Jan Sommerville making butterflies for Lady Day.

Lady Day at Townsville (above and right)
and at Mossman (below)
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Bibles for Families

St Peter’s, West End

Do you know of any families who might need
a Bible? After discussion at our Diocesan
Executive, it was decided that the provision of
Bibles would meet some of our key objectives.

St Peter’s AMUA members,
and some friends, took time on
the Saturday morning before
Palm Sunday to make palm
crosses.
The palms were provided by
John Wilkinson (son of longtime member Jo Wilkinson).
John has taken up the gift of
teaching us how to make the crosses since
his mother passed into God’s care some
years ago. Thank you to everyone who
helped.

The Bibles would be available to AMUA
Branches to distribute to any families who
may be in need and cannot afford to purchase
a Bible.
We are aware that kidsplus has donated
children's Bibles to some communities and
they were gratefully received. (Thanks to
kidsplus for funding this initiative).
If you think this is something that your Branch
would find useful, could you please contact
Viv Feltham our Diocesan President. We are
happy to consider all requests.

St James’ Cathedral
Were you married at
St James’ Cathedral?
If you were, the Cathedral would
appreciate it if you would like to
share a photograph of the
event.

Sewing Machines

They are planning to make up
a display for the 130th Anniversary of the
building of the Cathedral and would like to
feature weddings that have taken place there.

Rev’d Annette Wood passed on a request that
if anyone had a sewing machine they were no
longer using, could they please donate it to the
ladies at Kowanyama. The ladies are keen
to set up a sewing group and just needed
some machines.

Link for the St James Wedding Album https://
www.stjamescathedral.com.au/weddings/
I would appreciate you passing this link onto
anyone who may have been married in the
Cathedral and who would like to share their
wedding photos with us.

A call went out to AMUA members and friends
throughout NQ and they responded by
donating 3 very good used machines and
enough money to purchase another brand new
machine.

Thanks
Lorraine
St James’ Cathedral

The four machines (as well as some cloth,
cottons, needles etc.) were delivered to
Mareeba by Viv Feltham. Rev’d Annette will
pick them up from Mareeba and take them to
Kowanyama on her next visit.
Thank you to everyone for your generous
support of this initiative by the women at
Kowanyama. Your generosity is very much
appreciated.
Viv
Diocesan President
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grieved over. Unfortunately, they do not
respond graciously, and they pay the price.

Lenten Reflection

As we know from history, Jerusalem was
unaware of its demise by a foreign power in
70AD; and this remarkable centre of life
eventually became a place of tragedy and
desolation.

{A reflection on Luke 13:31-35, given at a Eucharist
for Peace at the MtS St Nicholas Chapel on 13
March, 2022 by Graham Miller, Manager, Mission
to Seafarers, Townsville.
{Graham writes: I used as my source ‘Inside the
Sunday Gospels’ Year C by Peta Sherlock, first
published in 1994, and brought present day events
in to create this reflection for the Second Sunday in
Lent, 2022.}

We are reminded that just like Jerusalem of
old, there are those today with power who
need to respond to Jesus and repent.
As a student of history, I am aware of the
sayings on the learning from history. This one
is by Machiavelli, the intriguing Italian diplomat
and writer of the late Renaissance.
"Whoever wishes to foresee the future must
consult the past; for human events ever
resemble those of preceding times. This arises
from the fact that they are produced by men
who ever have been, and ever shall be,
animated by the same passions, and thus they
necessarily have the same results."

The section of the scriptures chosen for the
Gospel this second Sunday in Lent is suitable
to our Eucharist tonight as we pray for peace
in the world, and in particular for the people of
Ukraine.
The story is in two parts – the Fox; and the
Chicken
Jesus refers to King Herod as ‘the fox’ and
it is not hard to see how the reading can
be interpreted in our present setting with the
troubles between Ukraine and Russia

Or in the words of St Paul’s letter to the
Philippians, for those who live as enemies of
the cross of Christ - Ch 3:19 – 4:1
Their destiny is destruction, their god is their
stomach, and their glory is in their
shame. Their mind is set on earthly things.

As for the Chicken -There is a church overlooking Jerusalem that has a beautiful mosaic
of a gentle looking but confident mother hen
spreading her wings to cover and protect her
chicks running around her. ‘Christ the Chicken’
is not a title found in scripture, but in this
image, we have Christ spreading out his
arms to encompass the humanity he loves, to
protect and guide. The metaphor of the mother
hen gathering her chick brings out the loving
concern of God for all people. For me, it is a
symbol of God as Mother protecting and bringing all under her wings and Mother Church
reaching out to care for her children to draw
them under her protection.

And to those who are suffering the devastation
of war and greed around the world tonight, we
say –
But our citizenship is in heaven. And we
eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord
Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables
him to bring everything under his control, will
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be
like his glorious body. Therefore, my brothers
and sisters, you whom I love and long for, my
joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this
way, dear friends!

The passage also reminds us that Jesus
saved his tears over Jerusalem for later in his
journey to the cross, demonstrating that he
was not afraid of the political power of others,
as when he is taken to the authorities on
that fateful Thursday night in the Garden of
Gethsemane.

So let us pray - that intrigue and falsehood are seen for what
they are – pure evil
- that all humanity needs to pray for peace and
concord between nations
- that all might repent to be gathered under the
loving wings of the Divine.
Amen.

But what caused Jesus to lament at his time,
when back in Chapter 10, when he announced
that knowledge had been hidden from the
grown-ups and revealed only to the children.
He rejoiced that this was an overturning of the
power structures of the world and was a warning for those who would use their power to
destroy others. It was there he set the scene
for a fine line for the people of God to walk in
order to enter the Kingdom.
Christ’s grief for Jerusalem is bitter, because
the city remained unaware that it needed to be
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Visit to
Ingham
(left)

Dry Tropics Report
On Tuesday the 17th February Greg and I left
Proserpine at 5 oclock to drive up to Ingham to
visit the AMUA group, arriving at 10.20 am.
We were greeted by Mrs Judy Guy. It was
lovely to see a familiar face. When I first meet
Judy, I think she was in the Cairns region but
she now lives in Cardwell. Also in attendance
was Helen Hobbs, Beth Brown, Rita Car, Vera
Juides and June Gallon.
Morning Tea in
Townsville with
Rhonda, Melinda,
Jan and Tammy.

Due to illness, the first meeting of Ingham’s
Café Connect group will be 7th April, the
theme being Easter.
All Souls church at Victoria Estate (which is
part of the Ingham parish), will be celebrating
100 years of service on the 6th August 2022.
This church has about 6 to 10 people who attend regularly. If you would like to join them for
this celebration please ring the parish office
(07) 4776 2014. I am sure the congregation
would love to greet as many people as
possible on that special day.

St Matthew’s, Mundingburra
A Morning Tea was held at the home of Mrs
Betty Manley in April. It was a lovely morning.
Betty and her daughter always make you feel
so welcome.

Thank you Ingham branch for such a lovely
morning of fellowship, chatting and morning
tea.

Special guest was Millie Stewart who was able
to celebrate her 100th Birthday with friends
from AMUA. It was so good to see Millie after
all these years. She is still the same warm,
friendly person we know. I’m sure she enjoyed
her morning as well.

On Shrove Tuesday, I was in Townsville and
decided to attend the Church of the Ascension
Heatley, Pancake morning, only to be told that
it had been put back to 6pm that evening.
Melinda Burrows (my daughter) and I met with
Jan Somerville and her carer for a cuppa and
morning tea at Willows shopping centre. We
had a lovely morning. Thank you Jan for
organising this.

Ailsa Brereton
President
Church of Ascension Branch

I attended the FamiliesEquip Workshop for the
Dry Tropics region. This was held at St Peters
West End and I got a lot out of it.

I have also visited Bowen to support them.
Sorry I have not been to Mackay for MU
cluster for a while, but hope to attend the
morning tea for Mothers Day at Holy Trinity on
Saturday 7th May.
Greg and I are on holidays in June for a
month. We are going to Western Australia.
Greg and I would like to wish you all a happy
and Holy Easter and safe travel if you are
going away to spend time with family and
friends.
Rhonda Windsor
Dry Tropics Vice President
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Viv and I are looking forward to presenting the
Transformation Now Workshops throughout
the Diocese. The first of these will be in
Townsville on 23 April and Ingham on 19 May
and we plan to present these Workshops to all
areas of the Diocese during the coming year.

Promotion and Education
Our travels have begun again for 2022, with
trips to Bowen and Mareeba, where we set up
our display and Viv spoke to the congregations
about Mothers Union and our theme for 2022
-Transformation Now. She presented both
groups with a Certificate of Thanks for their
many years of faithful service to Mothers
Union.

The FamiliesEquip program presented by Ann
Cunningham for the Dry Tropics area was
great! Ann is a brilliant presenter and we
learned so much about parenting and how to
run a workshop. We had 8 people attend
the workshop and we are looking forward to
presenting these to families in our Diocese
where we can pass on what we have learned
from Ann.

It is always a joy to catch up with our members
across the diocese.

At Bowen (above) and Mareeba (below)

Ann presenting to some of the group from the
Dry Tropics area. Held at St Peter’s, West End
in Townsville.
Ann will return in August to present the
FamiliesEquip program for the Torres Strait
and Wet Tropics areas. The dates are Friday
19th to Sunday 21st and will be held at
Thursday Island. We hope as many people as
possible can attend this very important course.
Please contact Viv Feltham if you would like to
participate.

Don’t forget that this is an election year with
the elections being held at our Conference in
Cairns from 3rd to 6th October.
If you are interested in nominating
for any positions please ask
your Branch President for
nomination and resume forms
which have already been sent
out.
Blessings
Anne Watkins
Promotion & Education
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FamiliesEquip
Our next Workshop will be held from
Friday 19th to Sunday 21st August
at Thursday Island
This workshop is for members from the
Torres Strait and Wet Tropics Areas.
Ann Cunningham will introduce the program and then conduct workshops to adapt this
course to suit local communities.
FamiliesEquip: Parenting Tools for all Seasons
4 week course - 2 hours per session
Ideal for 10-16 participants
These are run for smaller groups and include breaking into small interactive discussion
groups. This course is uniquely Australian and delivers information that is recognised worldwide within parenting organisations.
Course Content
Laying the Foundations – Parenting Styles
Developmental Stages & Resilience – Childhood Development
Relationship Building – Fostering Relationships through Key Areas
Discipline Strategies – Natural and Logical Consequences
Strengthening the Family – Celebrations and Family Foundations
It includes discussion times, small group work, video presentations, personal reflection
time and various activities.
We are seeking people who are interested in being trained to facilitate the FamiliesEquip
workshops in their Communities. Anyone wishing to participate should have a passion for
helping families and be committed to be part of a team to hold workshops in their area. We
would like 2 or 3 people from each Community or area to attend, so that they can work in
teams and encourage and support each other.
If you attend the facilitators workshop, you will be required to hold workshops in your own
communities.
We are grateful that the cost of these Workshops has been subsidised by AMUA Sydney
Diocese. Please advise us as soon as possible if you are interested in attending.
Registration Forms can be requested from:
Viv Feltham. Email: newsletter@muaustralia.org.au

With the Conference coming up in October,
A Worship and Prayer Book for MU Australia
is a necessity. (if you have the book remember
to bring it with you.)

Publications Department
Thank you to those who have placed orders
with Publications. I hope I can service you in
an efficient way.

I have some Baptism Kits available at the
present time.

Please send me your emails for all
things Publications and I will endeavour to get
them out to you in a timely manner.

Yours in Jesus Christ.
Christine Reedman
Publications
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Prayer and Social Concerns

Condolences

As I write this article it is Holy Week and I pray
that all of you have come through Lent as
people who are being transformed into the
person God wants you to be.

Mrs Thelma DeGiovanni: Thelma worked for
the Diocese for almost fifty years, mainly in
the various Diocesan Registry offices, and as
Administrator of St Mark’s College at James
Cook University. Her funeral was held on 14
March at St Matthew’s, Mundingburra.

Over the last several years, we have all been
through a lot, with Covid, natural disasters,
war in the Ukraine and other places. In many
ways we are still insulating ourselves from
what is happening in the world and even in our
own communities.

The Reverend Harvey Palmer. Fr Harvey
served at Mackay and Gordonvale and as
a Police Chaplain, before retiring in 1994. His
funeral was held at St Matthew’s, Malanda on
23 March. Please pray for his wife Marjorie a
long time member of Mother’s Union.

There are many social issues/concerns that
don’t filter to our part of the world. I recently
read an article published in the Mary Sumner
House newsletter about Jocelyne Razafiarivony,
the MU Provincial Coordinator for Madagascar
who spoke at the United Nations Commission
on the Status of Women. Jocelyne spoke about
the relationship between climate change and
gender inequality, has had on Madagascar.
She spoke about the 40yr drought that has led
to a national famine. This has been directly
attributed to climate change. The first in the
world. The irony of this is that Madagascar
produces the least amount of carbon, but has
been hardest hit by the effects of climate
change.

Pam Kiedge. A long time Mother’s Union
member from Church of the Ascension
Branch, Townsville. Pam passed away at
Parklands Nursing Home. Her funeral was
held on Friday 8 April.
Pat Rogers. A committed member from St
Matthew’s, Mundingburra. Her funeral was
also held on Friday 8 April.
May they all rest in peace
and rise in glory,
safe in the arms of our loving God.

How does this equate to gender inequality you
may ask? It causes gender inequality because
the men leave to find work, leaving the women
to care for their families, including finding food
to eat. They are without the education and
tools to enable them to become resilient.

Prayer Points
* Pray for Salu our Overseas and Northern
Outreach Co-ordinator and for Kathleen our
Torres and Cape VP, both of whom have
serious on-going health issues.

Two women, through the help of MU, found
the God given courage to led a “community led
response to the crisis.” Jocelyne stated that,
“Mother’s Union acted as ‘agents of change’ in
the lives of these women, who in turn…
became agents of change for their communitiespassing…“knowledge down to others.”
(MU
Website UK. March 2022).

* Pray for Maureen our Wet Tropics VP who
has some current health issues.
* Give thanks for the success of the
FamiliesEquip workshop held in Townsville for
the Dry Tropics area. We give thanks for Ann
Cunningham our presenter for FamiliesEquip.

What a transformation of a community. We
have a lot to reflect on from this article. God
sent his only Son because He loves this world,
because, He loves us. Our heavenly Father
has given us His Holy Spirit, who empowers
us to transform not only ourselves, but those
around us. I leave you to reflect on what ways
has climate change has effected gender
inequality within your own communities, and
how we can put into action, plans to bring
about transformation of our families and
communities.

* We give thanks for our many more mature
members who, though they may find it more
difficult to be very active, still keep us all
covered in prayer.

Deadline for the next
NQuarterly is
25th July 2022
Please send articles & pictures to
newsletter@muaustralia.org.au

Jan Sommerville,
Prayer and Social Concerns Coordinator.
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