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Sunday 27 JUNE 2021 

Transformation 

You may remember the time when you experienced a change in 

yourself.  It may have been sudden – while you were having a 

discussion and against all habit of continuing to argue because you 

had the facts and knew you were right, but you stopped. You let go 

of being seen to be right. It actually didn’t matter in the great 

scheme of things. Being right with God is what was more important 

and needed more work. Or it may have been a slow realisation that 

you were now noticing sunsets and the grandeur of trees. Or you 

may have made a deliberate move to alter an attitude, bias by 

learning, talking, a general openness to work for change. All are 

Gifts from God, Movements of the Spirit.  

And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as 

though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same 

image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the 

Lord, the Spirit. 2 Corinthians 3:18 

Mothers’ Union Democratic Republic of Congo is starting a new 3 

year project to reduce gender-based violence through literacy and 

agriculture training. During MULOA and with years of working 

with vulnerable women, illiteracy was identified as the main barrier 

to moving out of poverty. May God‘s blessing pour upon 

Community Transformation through Literacy and Agriculture 

(CTLA). 

 

_____________________________________________ 

Prepared by Rev’d Lesley McLean 

Co-ordinator Prayer and Spirituality Department 
  

Scripture quotations are from Holy Bible: The New Revised Standard 

Version©1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Published by Thomas 

Nelson, Inc., Nashville, Tennessee. All rights Reserved. 

  

 

Thought for the Week from Mothers union AMUA  

1 

 

Sunday 2 May 2021 

Business and industry 

May those who keep guard and those in charge, bless you, Beloved, 

praise your name and glorify you forever. 

Let the police and the courts bless you, great God 

The firefighters sing your praise.  

Excerpts from Canticle 10, A Benedicite for the city, p. 455 in Out of the Silence 

… Into the Silence by Jim Cotter. Cairns Publications, Harlech, 2006.  Used with 

permission. 

Our love affair with consumerism drives the excesses of business 

and industry. Our love affair with God, Jesus the beloved Son and 

the guiding Spirit will strengthen us to pray – for what, then?  

For honesty in Business, for charity in Industry: and in Our business 

and Our industry.  Let us resurrect honesty and charity in our daily 

life  

You shall not defraud your neighbour; you shall not steal; and you 

shall not keep for yourself the wages of a labourer until morning. 

Leviticus 19:13 

This week we pray for Mumbai, the city of business and industry, 

richest in India, home of the largest slum in India. Mothers’ Union is 

connecting with women’s groups in India: our prayer is a powerful 

beginning of this connection. 
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Sunday 9 May 2021 

Eternal perspective 

In an essay entitled The Weight of Glory, CS Lewis considers what it 

is we have our sights on. He says that what we desire affects how we 

live and that “we are far too easily pleased” and that “ it would seem 

Our Lord finds our desires not too strong but too weak. We are half-

hearted creatures fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when 

infinite joy is offered us”.  He concludes that  “to please God … to be 

the real ingredient in the divine happiness … it seems impossible, a 

weight or burden of glory which our thoughts can hardly sustain. But 

so it is”.  CS Lewis The Weight of Glory and Other Addresses. William Collins, 

2013.   

 For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal 

weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can 

be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is 

temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 2 Corinthians 4: 17-18 

Let us give thanks for the work of Mothers’ Union in South Sudan. 

Amid the fear and hunger are those members who, with the hope and 

joy of faith, offer material support and an eternal perspective. 

Alleluia! 

Sunday 16 May 2021 

Thy kingdom come 

What dreams we weave – of the dream wedding, the dream home, the 

bucket list items, holidays, a new kitchen. And then we will be better, 

happier, safer, more fulfilled.  If we are honest we are deluding 

ourselves that everything will change. We may think God’s Kingdom 

means churches full of nice people, whereas the gospels tells us that 

the people around Jesus were the rejects, that his friends were a 

frightened bunch until they caught a vision of the kingdom as the 

company of those who saw visions and dreamt dreams.  May we pray 

for eyes to see the Kingdom. 

Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Matthew 6:10 
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Sunday 20 JUNE 2021 

Welcoming the refugee 

There are 34 Refugee Welcome Zones in Australia. These are city 

or regional councils which have signed up with the Refugee 

Council of Australia. Adelaide City Council acknowledges the 

difficult journey men, women and children have… In South 

Australia there is another city council and a country one. The are 

community-based groups which church members can support. And 

we welcome those from troubled countries who are already 

Anglicans. It is the stranger who is problematic by the plain fact 

that we do not know them. It is faith and love which casts out the 

fear of strangeness. It is seeing the face of Jesus in the stranger 

which opens the path to a relationship. And we can overcome our 

doubts and fears even before an encounter. May we be led to 

understanding and generous love. 

I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, And the 

king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 

the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 

Matthew 25: 35, 40 

We pray for St Albans in the UK this week. The city has a refugee 

programme supporting refugees in Greece and Uganda.  The 

Mothers’ Union Community and Justice programmes include 

Asylum Seekers and Refugees. They aim to Live God’s Love with 

Generosity, Joy, Imagination and Courage.  
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Sunday 13 JUNE 2021 

Worship in spirit and truth 

The question to Jesus which prompted his response quoted below 

was ‘WHERE is the proper place to worship?’ Jesus shatters the 

wall between Jew and Samaritan and opens the breach wide  to 

admit anyone who will truly worship. Of course the temptation for 

us is to list qualifications, and places, and style to who may be a 

TRUE worshipper. Where we worship is a natural. We need shelter, 

we have traditions. Similarly with style. Qualifications are a 

problem. Jesus takes the lead here of course. His encounter with the 

Samaritan woman is breathtaking in its challenge to the religious 

rules of the day, a challenge which many commentators push aside. 

Open and loving hearts and minds are what worship requires. 

But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshippers 

will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such 

as these to worship him. John 4:23 

In Down and Dromore, Northern Ireland, Mothers’ Union organises 

holidays for the most vulnerable and isolated in their area. ‘Camps 

and give-aways simply reflect our heart for the community we are 

part of … we hope to share something of the love of Jesus in a 

practical way’ – and that too is true worship. 
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New Zealanders say they live in God’s Own Country. As we pray 

for members there, we give thanks for inter-racial mutuality within 

Mothers’ Union, and a willingness to grow in the faith through 

worship and quiet days.    

 

Sunday 23 May 2021 

Fruit of the Spirit 

St Paul’s letter to the Galatians gives an insight into the heart and 

mind of someone who has experience a radical change. Paul’s life, 

like most Jews of his day, was strictly regulated with very clear do’s 

and don’ts. The Law, the Torah, beloved of the psalmist as ‘sweeter 

than honey from the comb’, had developed into an all-pervading 

noose. You can feel the intensity of Paul’s joy at the freedom 

offered by the Fruits of the Spirit. And not just joy but a tumbling 

out of GIFTS.  Christians are free to become filled to the brim with 

these gifts and so change the world 

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There 

is no law against such things. Galatians 5: 22-23 

In the diocese of Christ the King in South Africa, rapid urbanisation 

has resulted in significant growth in parishes. Just over half of these 

churches have a recognisable church building in which to worship. 

The rest meet in garages, shacks or the open air. One of the latest 

new congregations worships in French and aims to welcome 

refugees from the Congo and other Francophone African countries. 

May this new diocese implant the Spirit’s joy and freedom.  
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Sunday 30 May 2021 

peacemakers 

The Biblical sense of peace is the community of others. The Risen 

Lord came to his frightened friends bidding them, ‘Peace’. He called 

peacemakers, children of God. When we practice being peaceful, 

then we are peacemakers. Our role as disciples, as ambassadors of 

the gospel, is to equip ourselves in order to be a peaceful presence. 

This does not preclude us from agitating for justice, or from 

interceding on behalf of the victim, for Peace and Love are co-

joined. 

And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make 

peace. James 3:18 

What could sound more peaceful than Aberdeen, ‘a city of the sea. A 

city where ships dock right up against the city-centre streets. Where 

urban dolphins leap at the harbour mouth. Where locals paddle-board 

and surf off the city beach. And golden sands stretch for miles.’ 

Mothers’ Union members here ‘are committed to working with and 

through the Church in local mission and community engagement.’ 
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Sunday 6 JUNE 2021 

Stewarding creation 

Land in the Bible is seen as God’s gift to His people. They only 

have what they need. They show their gratitude by not selling it, 

mortgaging it, or letting it be eroded. They do not misuse it, they 

respect it and give it rest, and steward it for future generations. But 

when people violate God’s moral laws, then everything, including 

the very soil, is spoiled. God calls us to repent for the hardness of 

heart of ourselves and our fellows.’  Ray Simpson Celtic Worship 

Through the Year Hodder and Stoughton, 1997. P. 120. 

Sing to the great God a new song, 

sing to the Creator, sing the whole earth. 

Let nature and peoples join in harmony 

to sing praise to the God of glory.  

Excerpt from Psalm 96. p. 286. Out of the Silence … Into the Silence by 

Jim Cotter. Cairns Publications, Harlech, 2006.  Used with permission. 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till 

it and keep it. Genesis 2:15 

The Diocese of Willochra makes up all the northern part of South 

Australia. It has an active Mothers’ Union despite the sparse and 

wide-spread population. There is good farming land but its low 

rainfall and over-farming means many areas are in need of careful 

stewardship. We pray God’s blessing on the land and its people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


