
 
Thought for the Week from Mothers’ Union Australia 
Sunday 4 April 2021 
 
Resurrection glory 
 
New Life starts here! So many enticing promises from so many schemes, 
programmes… but nothing is simple or easy. Even going to an exercise class takes 
courage, a little death like the humiliation of putting the wrong foot first. St Paul, the 
persecutor turned advocate and theological adviser, knew what that was like. 
Conversion was one thing, building his credibility quite another. Paul went into the 
desert for two years. Perhaps we need more Lents and Holy Weeks, or recovery 
from times of oppression or suffering to walk in newness of life – free at last! 
 
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 
newness of life. Romans: 6:4 
 
In South Sudan MU outreach work in Peace and Reconciliation assists recovery 
from civil war. Participants learn to walk in newness of life. May they find resurrection 
glory.   
  
 
 
Thought for the Week from Mothers’ Union Australia 
Sunday 11 April 2021 
 
Simplicity 
 
‘Less is more’ was a catch cry of design (a phrase adopted in 1947 by architect 
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe). 'Tis the gift to be simple,(an old Quaker dancing/way of 
life song). We are often filled with a longing to caste off the excess ‘stuff’, to end 
difficult relationships, to move house, in an effort to simplify our lives. We may 
assume a meeker demeanour, play down our natural talents, shy away from tasks 
that may put us in the spotlight, in order to be seen as humble and Christian. 
Simplicity is rather the acceptance of God’s gifts used to glorify our Creator and 
when we ‘find ourselves in the place just right, 'Twill be in the valley of love and 
delight’. 
  
O Lord, my heart is not lifted up, my eyes are not raised too high; 
I do not occupy myself with things  too great and too marvellous for me.  
But I have calmed and quieted my soul, like a weaned child with its mother; 
 my soul is like the weaned child that is with me. Psalm 131: 1-2 
 
Mothers’ Union has a deep-rooted and trusted position within communities in 
Tanzania. This week we pray for those members, both skilled and trained in 
resource mobilisation, who will encourage and equip those unsure of themselves.  
 
 
 



Thought for the Week from Mothers’ Union Australia 
Sunday 18 April 2021 
 
Walking with Christ 
 
The gospel according to St Mark is a fast-moving account of Jesus’s ministry. He 
had no sooner finished one miracle and ‘immediately’ he was accosted by a person 
in need and then ‘immediately’ he gathered up friends and they were ‘on the way’. 
There’s no leisurely stroll in Mark’s account. We can identify with this; but then we 
must also remember the times of solitude, prayer and relaxing. Jesus asleep on a 
cushion in a boat, at sea, during a storm. Jesus dining out with ‘sinners’. Jesus the 
story-teller par excellence. Jesus pampered with expensive ointment to everyone’s 
discomfort. Walking with Christ – it’s a roller-coaster ride. Deep breath. 
 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but 
to do justice,  
and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God? Micah 6: 8 
 
Mothers' Union in Nigeria is very active in creating opportunities for women and 
young girls to reach their full potential, working closely alongside the Women’s Guild 
in each diocese. Let us pray especially for those in extreme poverty who have no 
chance of a leisurely stroll or solitude with Christ. 
 
 
Thought for the Week from Mothers’ Union Australia 
Sunday 25 April 2021 
 
Diversity 
 
Whether your family, congregation or circle of friends is small or large, it will give 
testimony to the diversity of the human race. The clever ones, rebellious ones, 
manufacturer, farmer. The Christian Creeds and the Bible’s opening chapter, 
Genesis, are theological statements proclaiming the diversity of God’s creation. “I 
believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of Heaven and Earth”.  ‘And God said, 
‘Let there be…And God saw that it was good”. Gen 1: 6-9. The diversity of God’s 
creation is overwhelming and utterly wonderful. From the most primitive tribes to the 
most brilliant scientific discovery, the diversity of heaven and earth has impressed 
human senses: a leaf, a star, a whale, a molecule, a newborn echidna able to shift a 
mountain in a lifetime.   
 
But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he 
chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it is, there are 
many members, yet one body. 1 Corinthians 12: 18-20 

 
Members of Mothers’ Union worldwide are testimony to the diversity of Christian 
witness – from every tribe and language. Members ministering to families accept so 
many configurations of relationships: grandparents and/or older children in parental 
roles, fathers as parents, people confronting traditional practices which may be 
harmful. May God the Creator bless Mothers’ Union as it embraces the wide and 
wonderful diversity of human experience.   


