NQuarterly
Transformation Now
Diocese of North Queensland, Volume 3, Number 1, February 2022

From the President
TRANSFORMATION – NOW!
What a great theme for 2022, particularly with the rest of world emerging
from a dark time of lockdowns and isolation.
We here in North Queensland are just starting to feel the effects of friends
and family being infected and having to be more careful whenever we are
out in public. At present we are hearing of more and more cases
especially in our Indigenous Communities and we fervently pray that God will hold them in the
palm of his healing hands. We can look to the rest of the world who have had two years of
being subjected to fear and isolation. They are now emerging into the new normal where they
have different constraints. In some ways this is a transformation.
We can look to nature – God’s world - to reflect on the transformations that happen every day.
The caterpillar turning into a chrysalis and then emerging as a beautiful butterfly. The bud
turning into a beautiful flower. Each growing and changing: becoming something more.
Mothers Union have, with the MULOA workshops, looked closely at our history, what we now
feel is important and where we want to direct our energies in the future. All around the world the
consensus was that we are an organization grounded in prayer and love for our God. And our
purpose is to look to helping families. Looking outwards to the needs of our Communities and
taking a step to help. Also to shine a light on inequalities. I believe that God is transforming us
into what he would have us be. Our job is to listen and move towards our future.
And we all, who with unveiled faces
contemplate the Lord’s glory, are
being transformed into his image
with ever-increasing glory, which comes
from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
2 Corinthians 3.18

Sharing Christ’s love by encouraging, strengthening, and supporting marriage and family life.
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Ascension, Heatley
A Christmas Lunch, held at Kirwan Tavern,
was enjoyed by our members.
We were pleased to welcome our new priest,
Rev’d Canon John McKim to the Parish.

Flight 2022
Instructions

Congratulations

Good
morning,
AMUA Members.
Welcome to Flight
2022. We are prepared to take off into the
New Year.

It is with great pleasure that I inform you of a
number of Australia Day awards relevant to
this Diocese.
The Reverend Deborah Kachel has been
made Citizen of the Year for the Douglas
Shire. This award is in recognition of her work
with palliative care and cancer patients, and
for her support of many charities over fifty
years. Deborah is the retired Principal of
Mossman State High School, and is currently
an Assistant Priest in the Parish of Mossman
& Port Douglas, and Hospital Chaplain in
Cairns.

Please make sure your Positive Attitude
and Gratitude are secured and locked in the
upright position.
All self-destruct devices: anger, selfishness,
pity, pride, and resentment should be turned
off at this time.
All negativity, hurt,
should be put away.

and

discouragement

Mrs Joy Freier has been awarded the Medal
of the Order of Australia (OAM), for services to
the Anglican Church and to education.
Some of you might also remember my
friend Mr

Should you lose your Positive Attitude under
pressure during this flight, reach up and pull
down a prayer.
Prayers will automatically be activated by
Faith. Once your Faith is activated, you can
assist other passengers who are of little faith.

Destination - TRANSFORMATION NOW!

Graham Smith, long-time Rector’s Warden of
the Parish of Mount Vincent and Weston, and
who took part in my consecration in 2019. Graham has been made a Member of the Order of
Australia (AM) for his distinguished service to
many organisations both locally and nationally.
On your behalf I congratulate Deborah, Joy
and Graham! May God continue to bless them
in their ministry.

Wishing you a New Year filled with new
HOPE, new JOY, and new BEGINNINGS!

+ Keith
Bishop of North Queensland

There will be NO BAGGAGE allowed on this
flight.
God, our Captain, has cleared us for take-off.
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From the Treasurer

Promotion and Education

Just a reminder to all Branches of AMUA NQ
that Membership Fees and monies held for
specific funds are to be sent to the Diocesan
Treasurer by 28th February, 2022 together
with a completed Annual Return Form and a
copy of the audited Branch Financial Report.

Dear Members,
Best wishes for a happy and healthy New
Year. After some months of not feeling at all
well, I thank God that I am back to full health
and am really excited about the coming year
and what we can achieve.

Membership Fees are $37.00 per member.

The FamiliesEquip program is going ahead, if
somewhat amended. There will now be 2
Workshops - one for the Dry Tropics to be
held in Townsville and one for the Torres
Straits / Wet Tropics to be held at Thursday
Island. Details have been sent out. Please
respond as soon as possible. Thank you.

MEMBERSHIP FEE DETAILS:
Australian Council Fund
AMUA Funds
+ Mia Mia/Families Worldwide 10.00
MUA Travel Fund
2.00
Northern Outreach
1.00
Mary Sumner House
1.50
Overseas & Relief
0.50 15.00
Extra Donation for
Overseas & Relief

0.50

State/Provincial Fund

0.50

North Queensland Fund
Travel Fund
Training Fund
Special World Wide
Regional Meetings
General Fund
TOTAL

We are planning to hold Workshops on our
theme again this year (Covid permitting). The
work of AMUA is a vital part of our church, and
workshops are held to increase knowledge,
skills and abilities of all our members and are
a great time of fellowship as well.
The Diocesan Calendar is starting to look
full already and we hope that Branches and
Friendship Groups can be as flexible as
possible to accommodate our visits. We really
enjoy visiting across the Diocese and always
find so much inspiration from the work you are
doing in your areas. Keep up the good work.

6.00
2.50
1.00
11.50 21.00

It would be wonderful if branches, friendship
groups or individual members would like to
forward any stories and/or pictures of what
they are undertaking in their areas for the
NQuarterly. This newsletter is only as interesting as YOU make it. Please think about
making a contribution. Thank you.

$37.00
Althea Le Roy
AMUA NQ Diocesan Treasurer

As you know, we have a facebook page. Go to
AMUA North Queensland and ask to become
a “friend”.

We are also excited to promote our internet
membership with young people. If you know of
any younger people in your community who
might like to join the “Next Generation” group,
please direct them to the facebook page.
Resources for activities are available from the
MU world website for this year’s theme. Ideas
for craft. services, bible reflection etc. I would
encourage everyone to have a look and use
what you like.
Blessings
Anne Watkins
AMUA NQ
Promotion and Education Co-Ordinator
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World News

From Mary Sumner House
New mum gets much more than she
asked or imagined - from Mothers’
Union!
When a young mum needed a pram for
her new-born, the Mothers’ Union trustees of
Armagh Diocese, Northern Ireland, generously
provided her with not just a pram, but bed
sheets, a cot, a stroller, a high-chair and a car
seat! The young mum, who used to be in foster
care, described everything she received as a
‘true blessing for my little one’.

It is with great sadness that we heard of the
death of Archbishop Desmond Tutu. He was a
renowned Anglican and we mourn his passing.

The ‘true blessing’ came about thanks to her
former foster carer, a volunteer at Armagh
Child Contact Centre, who got in touch with
Sophia Dillon, Armagh’s Mothers' Union
president. Sophia then put a message out to
the organisation's trustees. ‘Within a week they
came back with a cot, bed sheets, a stroller –
everything, but a pram.

"Archbishop Tutu was a prophet and priest, a
man of words and action, one who embodied
the hope and joy that were the foundations of
his life. He was a man of extraordinary personal
courage and bravery: when the police burst
into Capetown Cathedral, he defied them by
dancing down the aisle."

‘Then we got a pram from a charity shop, just
over a week after I contacted the trustees,
through a girl at the shop, who knows Mothers’
Union. It was a second hand pram in very
good condition,’ recalls Sophia.

May he rest in peace, and rise in glory. Amen.

Now mother and baby are making the most of
these precious gifts received because of the
kind-hearted trustees at Mothers’ Union and a
thoughtful charity shop worker.

ABM AID has launched an emergency appeal
for Tonga, following the volcanic eruptions and
tsunami waves which hit on Saturday.

Mothers Union,
Mary Sumner House
08 Dec 2021

Our appeal will support the response of
Anglican Missions New Zealand who are
working closely with the Diocese of Polynesia
in Tonga.

Anglican Board of Mission - Australia
Emergency Appeal and Prayers for Tonga
19 January 2022

To donate and to join us in praying for the
people of Tonga, go to:
www.abmission.org/Tonga

Our Theme for 2022: Transformation - Now
As we approach the start of a new triennium at Mothers' Union and look towards the future
with fresh vision, our goal for 2022 is Transformation - Now! Our members have shown such
incredible resilience, responsiveness and adaptability throughout the global pandemic. As
an organisation, the pandemic forced us to change the ways we work and support those
who benefit from our services
•
•
•

Now is the time to
Transform ourselves, personally and spiritually, to live out our faith.
Transform the churches and communities we work with and of which we are a part, to
reflect Christ's kingdom.
Transform Mothers' Union to be relevant for 21st century life.
Find out more about Transformation Now
on the MU World website and find out how you can get involved.
4

NQuarterly

Volume 3, Number 1, February 2022

From Sheran Harper

Diocesan Members

On Friday 19th November, the Worldwide
Board of Trustees and Staff at Mary Sumner
House joined Archbishop Justin Welby, some
virtually and others in person, at Lambeth
Palace, as he led our Thanksgiving Service. It
was a very special occasion for us as he
prayed and encouraged us in our work, both at
home and worldwide. We will continue to lift
him up in our prayers as he shepherds the
Anglican Communion through its joys and
challenges.

Greetings to our
welcome to 2022.

Diocesan Members and

I do trust you are all coping with the difficulties
of living with Covid. Continue to pray as the
world struggles to manage this pandemic.
If you have some spare time on your hands,
could you please sit down and write me a note
about your membership of Mothers Union.
I would like to put together a leaflet highlighting your stories as I'm sure they would be an
inspiration to us all.

Following the pandemic crisis in 2020,
Mothers’ Union began 2021 with renewed
energy and enthusiasm to rebuild hope and
confidence, in what we believed, would be a
recovering world. Little did we know that the
uncertainty of the pandemic would be
extended for reasons beyond our control and
everything would progress slower than we
imagined. By His Grace we persevered,
believing that the God of all knowledge goes
before us. Therefore we used the time to
review and reimagine our priorities so that
Mothers’ Union could survive to thrive in a
changing world. Through it all, the new
technology kept us connected and we give
God thanks as we celebrate His blessings
each day.

If you could cover the following it would be
great:




Date when you joined
What branch you joined at
Some of your best memories of being a
MU member

You could send them to me
newsletter@muaustralia.org.au
Take care, keep prayer.
Jennifer Buckby
Diocesan Member Co-Ordinator

In June and October 2021, I had the privilege
of showcasing Mothers’ Union beyond the Anglican Communion by speaking at the World
Council of Religions for Peace as Archbishop
Justin’s special representative. As he highlighted the successes of the work of Mothers’
Union, I was able to engage in round table
conversations promoting our transformational
work at the grassroots, a place where many
organisations struggle to reach. Knowing that
we make a difference wherever we are placed,
even the difficult places, inspires and
encourages us to look to the future with fresh
vision, under our theme for 2022,
“Transformation - NOW!”

We worshipped Jesus instead of
following him on his same path.
We made Jesus into a mere
religion instead of a journey
toward union with God and
everything else.
This shift made us into a religion
of “belonging and believing”
instead of a religion of
transformation.

I am deeply humbled by the faith you place in
me to continue as your Worldwide President
for a second term 2022-2024. With your
continued prayers, love and support I am
committed to devoting the time and energy
required for Mothers’ Union to transform the
lives of individuals, families and communities.
In everything we do as Mothers’ Union, we
must reflect the love of Jesus Christ while
remaining faithful to our mission and values, to
ensure Mothers’ Union is relevant for 21st
century life.

Richard Rohr

Deadline for the next
NQuarterly is
15th April 2022
Please send any articles & pictures
newsletter@muaustralia.org.au

With my love and prayers as always,
Sheran Harper
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Diocesan Project for 2022

Country of Study for 2022

As agreed at the Diocesan Conference,
members will support the work of Overseas
Projects by placing coins in a bottle each
week.
This can then be handed to their Branch
Treasurers at the end of the year (due date 30
November) who will forward to the Diocesan
Treasurer.
A label has been made up to place on your
bottle as a reminder. These will be distributed
to each Branch or Friendship Group and can
be sourced from Viv Feltham.
Our country of study for this year is Vanuatu in
the Diocese of Melanesia where there are
1139 Mothers Union members.

It has been many years since we have had a
Diocesan Project and we thank you for your
support of this wonderful cause.

In the South Pacific, Vanuatu is a nation of 83
separate islands. Its economy is supported by
agriculture and tourism, and the main faith is
Christianity. There are many challenges:
Vanuatu has been labelled as the most
vulnerable place on earth for natural disasters
such as volcanic eruptions, tropical cyclones,
tsunamis, flooding and landslides, all occurring
in increasing intensity and frequency due to
global warming. Rising sea levels are also a
threat.
The Anglican Church of Melanesia in
Vanuatu is part of the Vanuatu Church
Partnership Program that is funded by the
Australian Government’s Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade. Its focus is on
the delivery of water, sanitation and hygiene
infrastructure to communities within the two
Vanuatu dioceses.

OVERSEAS PROJECTS

Publications Department
Hello,

Anglican Overseas Aid and Anglican Board
of Mission are partnering with the Anglican
Church of Melanesia in Vanuatu. Anglican
Overseas Aid provided funding for a pilot
project to replicate the successful solar
lights work that had been taking place in the
Solomon Islands. This was successful and
has continued. Working with the Mothers’
Union of the Anglican Church of Melanesia,
they are using solar lights to improve safety
and create income-generation opportunities
for women and girls through the Women
and Youth Empowerment project.

I am Christine Reedman the new Publications
person for AMUA in the Diocese of North
Queensland.
A widow and mother of three adult children,
(Lucinda, Stephen and Juanita) with six grandchildren and a great grandson to be born in
June.
I was made a member in Gympie South East
Queensland in 1987 and I have been a
President in Mount Isa (many moons ago).
Christine Reedman Publications Department

Pivotal work is being done by MU-trained
women and the strength of MU in Vanuatu and
other islands has helped in domestic violence
and positive parenting programs, where strong
support is needed and being offered.
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FamiliesEquip
In consultation with Ann Cunningham we
have rescheduled the Workshop. We will
now hold two separate Workshops. One in
Townsville for the Dry Tropics and one in
Thursday Island for the Wet Tropics/Torres
Straits area.
The Dry Tropics Workshop will be held from 18th to 20th March
at St Peter;s Church, West End, Townsville.
The Wet Tropics Workshop will be held from 19th to 21st August
at All Souls Church, Thursday Island.
We are hoping that all who had stated their interest in attending the previous
workshop would be able to come.
FamiliesEquip
Parenting Tools for all Seasons
4 week course - 2 hours per session
Ideal for 10-16 participants
These are run for smaller groups and include breaking into small interactive
discussion groups.
This course is uniquely Australian and delivers information that is recognised
worldwide within parenting organisations.

Course Content
Laying the Foundations – Parenting Styles
Developmental Stages & Resilience – Childhood Development
Relationship Building – Fostering Relationships through Key Areas
Discipline Strategies – Natural and Logical Consequences
Strengthening the Family – Celebrations and Family Foundations
It includes discussion times, small group work, video presentations, personal
reflection time and various activities.
Ann Cunningham will introduce the program and then conduct workshops to adapt
this course to suit local communities.
We are seeking people who are interested in being trained to facilitate the
FamiliesEquip workshops in their Communities. We would like 2 or 3 people from
each Community or area to attend, so that they can work in teams and encourage
each other.
Anyone wishing to participate should have a passion for helping families and be
committed to be part of a team in their area to hold workshops. If you attend
the facilitators workshop, you will be required to hold workshops in your own
communities.
The cost of the Workshop has been subsidised by AMUA Sydney Diocese. Please
advise us as soon as possible if you are interested in attending.
Registration Forms can be requested from Viv Feltham.
Email: newsletter@muaustralia.org.au
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Prayer Department

Condolences

The AMUA Lent and Easter Prayer Leaflet for
2022 has been forwarded to all Branches via
email.

Joyce Mavis Moy (1/6/1930 - 16/12/2021)
Joyce was laid to rest on Thursday 30th
December at Saint Matthew’s Anglican
Church, Sherwood in Brisbane. She will be
missed by her much loved family; Peter, Jan,
Bruce, Irene, Lawrence, Vicky, Christian, Morgan and Indiana as well as all those she
encouraged and motivated throughout her
life.

The hustle and bustle of life often makes it
hard to spend time with God, to be just in his
presence. We are made in the image of God
as human beings, not human doings.
This Lent and Easter Prayer Leaflet speaks
about being "constant and true", We can trust
that God's love does not fail and that "God
stands secure" and God calls us to establish
"justice in the land".

Joyce was Diocesan Secretary of NQ at one
time, and had been living in Brisbane for
many years. A Memorial Service was held at
Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Mackay on
Thursday 3rd February.

I would encourage you all this lent be in
God's presence, to reflect on His word, on your
relationship with Him and with others.

Please pray for comfort for her family and
friends. May she rest in peace, and rise in
Glory. Amen.

God Bless
Jan Sommerville
Prayer & Spirituality Department

Rev Dr Fae Rouse passed into God’s care
on Tuesday 4 December. She was born in
1940 and gained her PhD from James Cook
University in 1997. She was ordained as
a Deacon in 2004 but sadly had been in
ill-health for the last few years. An intelligent
and accomplished woman, she will be
remembered for her contribution to the
community and this church.

Prayer Points
❖ Pray for all those who are ill from Covid-19.
We pray that they will be healed. We pray for
the doctors and nurses caring for them. We
pray for their families and friends.

Her funeral service was held at St James’
Cathedral on Thursday 13 January. Please
pray for her husband Graeme and their family
and for her friends. May she rest in peace,
and rise in Glory. Amen.

❖ Pray for Bp Keith as he travels around the
Diocese. Give him time to rest.

Alfred Paul Hatfield husband of St Matthew’s
Mundingburra member Lorraine Hatfield. Paul
passed into God’s care on 7 January. His funeral was held on Saturday 29th January at
St Matthew’s.

❖ Pray for all those who are ill in mind, body
and spirit. Give them strength.

❖ Pray for our Diocesan Members as they
meet the challenges in their lives.

Please pray for Lorraine and her family as
they mourn his passing. May he rest in peace,
and rise in Glory. Amen.

❖ Pray for our Diocesan Executive as they

meet by zoom on 12 February. May they have
a positive meeting and that they develop great
plans for this coming year.

Rev Merlin Manners has passed into God’s
care. He has been Priest-in-Charge at Mount
Isa sine 2017. Merlin was a steadfast and
faithful servant of our Lord, for whom the
evangelical imperative of salvation was foremost in his faith and thinking.

❖ Pray for the success of the FamiliesEquip

workshops being held this year. Pray for those
attending to be focused and prepared to take
their knowledge back to their homes to be
passed on.

A service of prayers and remembrance was
held at St James church on Tuesday 1st February. Arrangements for the funeral are as
yet unknown.

❖ Pray for safe travel for Ann Cunningham
our presenter for FamiliesEquip.

We commend Merlin to our loving God, and
pray for his wife Cathy and his family as they
mourn. Amen.

❖Pray for all Branches and Friendship groups
as they plan their programs for this year, keeping in mind our theme of Transformation Now.
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