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I am very excited to report on this year’s Australia Council which was held in 
Melbourne. In January our new Executive takes up their positions. We have 
three members who are from Queensland. Our new Provincial President is 
Dr Robin, Kristi  takes  up  the  position  of  Promotion  and   Communication  
Coordinator  and  Susan, from Brisbane, is continuing as Social Issues and 
Actions Coordinator. We are fortunate to have some younger members take 
up positions on both Australia Council and as Diocesan Presidents.  
 

 
It was a very warm and inclusive group who welcomed us. Many meeting as old friends, but 
also many new faces. We managed to hear from each Diocese about their challenges especially 
over the times of lockdowns due to Covid, but also how they continued to connect and found 
new  ways  of  being  Mothers Union. I was very proud of the fact that, after hearing my report, I  
ad several people coming up to me to ask for more information about our Diocese.  

We  have  a  very  unique  Diocese  with our diverse membership and groups and they were 
interested about our workshops, visits and travels. Just being there together demonstrated the 
importance  of  getting  together  and sharing information. I think we left more energised and 
excited about our future as we Transform. 
 

It has been a very interesting and exciting three years with the restriction on travel. However, 
we managed to provide Workshops each year and visit as many Ministry Units as possible. 
Two Conferences were held in Mackay and Townsville which, although down on the number of 
delegates, the enthusiasm and value of being able to gather together was apparent.   



We have also started a new initiative of visiting Ministry Units to provide a talk on the value of 
Mothers Union during the Sermon Spot integrating the readings from the Bible. We have been 
able to visit 12 Churches and hope in future to extend the possibility of providing a Mission 
Workshop after the Service. If we haven’t visited you yet, please discuss the possibility with 
your Rectors, Priests-in-Charge and your Wardens! I do thank Bishop Keith for his support in 
encouraging us in this endeavour. 
 
We  have  had  a  time  of exploring “Transformation – Now” and I don’t believe that we can 
progress  without  enacting  our  theme  for  next  year which is “Reaching Out”. We plan to 
hold  Workshops  and  visits  throughout  the Diocese and find many ways in which we can 
connect with those who are disadvantaged in our Communities, our families and our church 
families. 
 
We still have our 16 Days of Activism against Gender Based 
Violence services and activities and I encourage all to look 
for opportunities to be involved, not only in your own 
Groups, but to look for what is happening in your area, and 
for Mothers Union to become more involved and visible.  
 
At this time we are mainly thinking of Violence against Women but it is also a time to pause and 
pray  about  violence  against  all. Many  men  are  also  victims  of  violence  and  it  is well 
documented  that men are 3 times more likely to commit suicide. That is 75% of deaths from 
suicide are men – 8.6 men die from suicide every day. 
 
I feel we must campaign against, and care for all victims of violence, whether from emotional, 
spiritual, psychological or physical, and where violence and the fear of violence is part of their 
daily existence. It causes untold harm to the victims and those around them. We worship a God 
of Love and Compassion. We must try at all times to spread this love to everyone we meet. We 
must pass it on. 
 
On a more mundane matter, may I remind you that your yearly statistics need to be forwarded 
to  me. It  is important that we get a true indication of who identifies as belonging to Mothers 
Union, whether they are financial or supporters. I would appreciate all information, with a short 
Branch  report  by  early  in December. One more message! Please put in your calendar the 
Provincial Conference which will be held in May. At present we are looking at Tuesday 16

th
 May 

to  Friday  19
th
 May  to  fit  in  with train schedules. The venue has been changed to Mackay 

because of the cost and please, if you can come, I am sure you will enjoy meeting people from 
all over the State and from the Northern Territory. 
 
As we move towards Christmas, may I wish you many blessings over this time and please care 
for those who are lonely or grieving at this time.  It is often very hard for them.   
 
May God’s Joy and Peace spread throughout our land  
and always remember: 

 Jesus is the reason  
for the season 

 
Blessings 
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It has been brought to our attention that 
we have very few records of the history of 
Mothers Union in the Diocese of North 
Queensland. We are a distinct Diocese: 
our size, our diverse cultures and our 
diverse communities, just to name a few. 
 

We know that the first branch formed in 
the north was at Thursday Island in 1908. 
The branch was formed by Miss White, 
the sister of Bp Gilbert White.  
(It is not something new!! Single women 
have always been members of Mothers 
Union!!)  
 

But what we don’t know is the details of 
that branch or many other branches in the 
early days. So, how did we come together 
in the past? What were conditions like in 
the past? What was happening in NQ in 
the early 1900s?  Where were our groups 
and what were we doing? What were their  
ordinary lives like?  
 

Can YOU help answer any of these 
questions?  
 

As I have now retired as the Diocesan 
Archivist, I have some spare time to collate 
this information and am very pleased to do 
this. But I need your help.  
 

I would love to hear from you.  
Do you have old records in your Branch? 
Would you be willing to forward them to 
me to collate?  
Or you may like to write down the details 
of your own journey in Mothers Union?  
Or you may like to tell your story to me?  
I am very happy to come and record your 
journey. YOUR story is just as important 
as the story of the branches and groups. 
 

We can then place any documents we 
receive into the Diocesan Archives where 
they will be kept and preserved.  
 

One of my worst fears is that when we 
pass on, our families may dispose of any 
Mothers Union records they find because 
they do not realise just how valuable they 
are. Please don’t let that happen.  
 

I look forward to hearing from YOU. 
 

Blessings 
Anne  
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Death of our Patron 

We join the world in mourning the death of 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth ll. First and 
foremost a mother, grandmother and  
great-grandmother, her majesty  served  
our  nation  and  the  Commonwealth for 
70  years  with  grace,  dignity  and        
unwavering commitment. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with the royal family at 
this time of national and personal grief.  
 
She  was  a passionate supporter  and  
patron of Mothers’ Union for 70 years. 
Through these decades, her invaluable 
encouragement and dedication towards 
our cause has been an indispensable part 
of all we have achieved.  
 
We will remember her as an inspiration, 
and as a symbol of strength across the 
world. 
 

May she rest in peace and rise in glory.  

History of Mothers Union 

Provincial Conference 

Please mark your diaries 
for 16th to 19th May when 
we will hold the AMUA 
Queensland Provincial 
Conference in Mackay 
with the theme of Unity in 
Diversity.   

 

All members from Brisbane Diocese, 
Rockhampton Diocese, North Queensland 
Diocese and Northern Territory are most 
welcome to attend. 
 

We have had to postpone this Conference 
a number of times due to Covid, but we 
have  now set the date and are looking 
forward to meeting lots of old friends (and 
some new ones) again. 
 

Full details and registration details will be 
sent  out  soon. We would ask that you 
return your Registration by the advertised 
date, as we will be unable to accept late 
registrations.  
 

We do hope that as many members as 
possible from NQ can attend, as this will 
be our only Conference for 2023.  
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Around the Diocese 

Church of Ascension, Heatley enjoyed a Picnic in the Park 
Centenary celebrations at  

Victoria Estate, Ingham 

The Archbishop of Canterbury Ordained a 
Deacon and 2 Priests on his visit to Yarrabah.  

Learning sewing skills at Kowanyama 

St Peter’s Branch members hand wrote 300 
Christmas cards for the Mission to Seafarers 
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Book Blurbs and their Meanings 

Enchanting  
Heart-warming 
Moving 
Heart-rending 
Thoughtful 
Haunting 
Exotic 
Audacious 
Award-winning 
Perceptive 
Provocative 
Epic 
 
From the pen  
    of a master 
In the tradition of 
Spare and taut 
Richly detailed 
Disturbing 
Stellar 
 
Classic 
Vintage 

Our Country of Study for 2023 is Tonga in 
the Diocese of Polynesia.  It is also the 
current Australian Overseas Project: 
Church and Community Disaster Resili-
ence in Tonga and Fiji.  
 

Families  living  in  the  Pacific  are        
increasingly experiencing  the  impact  and  
adversity of climate  change with cyclones 
and flooding becoming  regular  events.  
The  impact  of repeated  disasters  not  
only  destroys infrastructure and homes, 
but can produce instability in family life and 
place children at risk. 
 

The project will equip and empower youth 
to prepare their communities to be safer, 
better prepared, and be able to respond in 
times of adversity. Additionally, the project 
provides prepositioned supplies, enabling 
communities to respond immediately to a 
disaster. 
 

Training will enable participants to identify 
potential shelters and evacuation centres 
such as churches and halls, but also the 
human skills and capabilities that can be 
called upon in a crisis.  
 

An  initial program trained youth mainly 
associated with All Saints Church in 
Nuku’alofa.  It  not  only  builds  the      
confidence and skills of young people but 
also draws them deeper into the broader 
life of the church. 
 

The project implementing partner is   AOA, 
Anglican Overseas Aid, an overseas and 
relief agency of the Anglican Church of 
Australia.  The  organization  has           
accreditation  from  the  Department of 
Foreign Affairs, thus ensuring the highest 
levels of governance and expertise. 
 

An information brochure about Tonga 
and the Project will be forwarded to all 
Branches in the new year.  

Country of Study 2023 

there’s a dog in it 
a dog and a child 
child dies 
dog dies 
mind-numbingly tedious 
set in the past 
set abroad 
set in the future 
set in India 
set in North London 
infuriating 
editor cowed by  
   author’s reputation 
 
same old same old 
shamelessly derivative 
under researched 
over-researched 
author bonkers 
author young and  
    photogenic 
author hanging in there 
author past it 

JUST A REMINDER  
that our Diocesan Project  

monies are due 
 

At the Diocesan Conference at Mackay in 
2021, members agreed that they would 
support the work of Overseas Projects by 
placing spare coins in a bottle each week.  
 

This would then be handed to their Branch 
Treasurer at the end of the year. The 
Branch Treasurer would  then forward to 
the Diocesan Treasurer with other monies 
from the Branch in March.  
 

Could you please forward your contribution 
to  your  Branch  Treasurer as soon as 
possible. Thank you. 

Diocesan Project 2022 

A bit of Humour 

 

Why is it that whenever you attempt to 
catch  something  that's falling off the 
table you always manage to knock 
something else over? 
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Conference 2022 in Cairns We received the following message on our 
AMUA NQ Facebook Page: 
 

Congratulations on the opening of your 
new branch! Warm welcome and God’s 
blessings as your 3 new members begin 
their exciting AMUA journey! Sending love 

♥♥♥ to AMUA North Queensland. 
Sheran Harper 

Mothers Union World President 

The Conference theme was Transfor-
mation Now” and we looked at how our 
Objectives have transformed over the 
years  to respond to the needs of the 
Community  and  the Church. Our guest 
speakers were Dr Robin and Rev John  
Our other presenters were members of 
Diocesan Executive, assisted by members. 
Numbers attending were down, however, 
this did not  detract  from  the  enthusiasm 
and enjoyment of those attending.  

Some Highlights 
 

Great guest speakers 
 

Bishop Keith telling some  
interesting stories 

 

Honouring Dellis for her  
long years of service. 

 

Enrolling three new members:  
Taya from Mackay, Diane from Ayr 

and Flora from Moa Island.  
 

Opening a new Branch 
 -  The Burdekin 
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Promotion & Education 

 

 

 
 
It was wonderful to be able to meet 
up  with  our  members  at  the 
Conference in October. It is always 
a  joy  to  spend time together 
learning, but also having some fun.  
 

I  was  not able to join Viv for the final 
parish visit for the year in late October. 
This was to present the Transformation 
Now workshop in Innisfail. Although not 
many were able to attended, the fellow-
ship  was positive. We look forward to 
visiting again next year. 
 

We have begun planning the Provincial 
Conference which will be held in Mackay 
in May next year. As we have not met as 
a Province for around 4 years (because 
of  Covid),  we  hope  that  as many 
members as possible might be able to 
attend. Full details will be sent out as 
soon as dates and venue are finalised. 
 

We are also planning our Workshops for 
next year. These will be on our theme of 
Reaching Out. We are looking forward to 
seeing everyone again and hearing about 
all the wonderful things you are doing in 
your own areas.  
 

In Townsville we are collaborating with 
the Townsville City Council and a number 
of other service clubs to highlight the 
Global Day of Action against gender 
based violence on 26 November. What 
are you doing in your area? We would be 
happy to hear about what you have done 
and please send pictures.   
 
I am looking forward to having some 
quiet time over Christmas, and 
spending time with my family. I pray 
that you will all have a blessed 
Christmas and a peaceful New 
Year.  
 
Blessings 
Anne  
Promotion & Education Coordinator 

Vice President Dry Tropics 

My thanks to Viv, 
Diocesan President, 
for appointing  me 
as Vice-President 
Dry Tropics and my 
subsequent election 
to the position. I was 
introduced to my 
role at Conference 
in Cairns recently 
and  was amazed at the fellowship and 
joyfulness of the  members  who attended. 
We had a terrific  four  days  and  I met so 
many wonderful people. 
 
I  became  a  member  as  a  curate in 
Bundaberg  and  continued  in  the   
Friendship  group  in  Atherton. I  am now 
the parish priest in Ayr and Home Hill and 
was sad  to  learn that neither parish had 
an  active  MU  group.  I spoke to a few 
former  members   and   some   new      
potential  members, and it was decided to 
form a group covering both parishes called 
the  Burdekin  MU   group.  This  was    
formalized at the conference and one new 
member was welcomed.   
 
Viv is coming down for our first meeting on 
the  2nd  of December.  Our vision is to 
become  an  outreach in the Burdekin 
community, working with families in the 
area.   
 
My first goal as VP is to make contact with 
all groups in the Dry Tropics and to meet 
with  them  as soon as I can.  This will 
happen this year and in the first few 
months of the new year. I am also involved 
in organising the Provincial Conference for 
next year.  In the meantime, if you would 
like to chat and we get to know each other, 
please feel free to call me.  
 
As I get more involved and get to 
know more members, I look forward  
to being an active member of  
AMUA North Queensland.   
 
Rev’d Karen 
Vice President 
Dry Tropics Region 
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Prayer & Social Concerns 

 

In Queensland, liquid nicotine is illegal for you 
to possess, if you do not have a prescription 
from a medical practitioner.  
 

Our  laws  are  the  toughest in Australia in 
regards to e-cigarettes (with or without nico-
tine). The law states that they are classified as 
smoking products and cannot be used in non-
smoking indoor and outdoor places, or be sold 
to children under the age of 18. They cannot 
be advertised, promoted or displayed  at  retail  
outlets  or in a vending machine.  (Tobacco 
and  Other  Smoking Products Act of 1998, 
cited on health.qld.gov.au/ public-health web-
site).  
  

The medical advice here in Australia can be 
divisive. Still, many health professionals are 
concerned about the effects on the physical 
and  mental  health  of  young  people. We 
already know what damage has been done to 
the health of people of all ages, from primary 
and secondary cigarette smoking. Cancer, 
heart and lung disease have caused long term 
preventable diseases that will eventually kill 
those effected. I know about these adverse 
effects first hand, as both my parents were 
heavy smokers. I had no choice about inhaling 
secondary cigarette smoke.   
 

Objective No 4 states that we are “To promote 
conditions  in  society  favourable … to the 
protection of children.” (Cited in the 2009, A 
Worship & Prayer Book for MU Australia, p5). 
 

Jan   
Prayer and Social Concerns Coordinator. 

Dear North Queensland AMUA members,  
 

This year’s Diocesan Conference, with the 
theme Transformation Now, has challenged us 
to  think  outside the box, about how we as 
individuals can be transformed and then in 
turn how we can transform Mother’s Union, to 
be able to support the needs of families and 
children, in our local communities.  
 

One way we can, as both individuals and as 
AMUA branches, is to speak out against that 
which harms our children and grandchildren. 
 

A major concern at present is the use of, and 
the  availability  of, electronic-cigarettes or 
vaping pens. What alarms me, and I am sure 
many  of  you,  is  the fact that vaping is an 
increasing problem in both our primary and 
secondary schools.  
 

So why are our young people vaping?
Because  many  of  the brands seem to be 
targeting children. Their products are flavoured, 
the  pens  are  colourful and can be easily 
concealed in the palm of the hand.  
 

Vaping  pens  contain  chemicals  such  as 
arsenic and formaldehyde, and the amount of 
nicotine varies from product to product. Don’t 
be fooled, these dangerous chemicals also 
occur in the non-nicotine e-cigarettes. 
 

The original use for vaping pens was to help 
cigarette smokers give up the habit.      

Recipe Corner  

In our travels around the Diocese it was 
brought  to  our  attention that people really 
enjoyed trying new recipes.   
 

We  thought  we  would  trial a “Recipe Corner” 
in  the  NQuarterly. We  are  very happy to 
publish any tried and true recipes that you 
think are suitable for this corner.  
 

Our first contribution is from Marcia from 
Atherton Friendship Group. At our workshop 
Marcia brought this cake for morning tea and 
we enjoyed it so much we thought it deserved 
to be shared.  

 

We look  forward  to  hearing  
from you with contributions to the 
Recipe Corner. 
 

♥ (The Editor) 

Ginger Fruit Cake 
 

1kg Mixed Fruit 
½ cup chopped Ginger (more if preferred)  
750ml bottle Mixed Ginger Refresher  
 Cordial 
3 cups SR Flour 
Mixed spice (to taste) 
 

Method 
Place mixed fruit & ginger in large mixing 
bowl. Pour over the Ginger Refresher  
cordial, stir and cover to soak overnight. 
Preheat oven to 125

o
C. Line a 22cm cake 

tin with baking paper. 
Add flour and mixed spice, stirring to  
combine. Using spatula scrape the  
Mixture into the prepared tin.  
Bake for 2½ hours. Leave to cool before 
removing from tin. 
 

(Thanks to Marcia from Atherton) 
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Transformation 

 

 

I arrived at the Mothers Union conference 
on the second day 5-10-22. As I entered 
the conference room, the atmosphere  
was calm. Suddenly I realised that the 
presence of the Lord was among us.  
 

As I looked around the room, I noticed  
butterflies, caterpillars and cocoons were 
displayed. There were smiling faces, good 
sign of welcome with a "hello", wave and 
warm hug. These sign language are  
comforting to the soul. 
 

The third day added more smiles on faces 
also conversations with encouraging 
words of determination to learn more 
about "transformation".   
 

Before the ending of the conference there 
was  time  for entertainment, fun and 
laughter, storytelling and sharing of  
personal experience. Freedom of the  
spirit was in the air.  
 

Going beyond empowered maybe some 
that were present were to allow a spiritual 
change to take place from within to be set 
free from bondage to freedom.  
Transformation is a miracle on its own. 
 
That miracle took me to the cross where 
my heart and soul was transformed by the  
power of the Holy Spirit.  I was like a  
caterpillar locked in a cocoon. Thanks be  
to God, he unlocked the lock and gave me 
freedom to fly like a beautiful butterfly.   
 

God's transforming spirit has transformed 
and encouraged me to let go of "THE OLD 
ME".  Accepting freedom is to fully trust in 
God looking ahead with new hope in Jesus 
Christ with my mustard seed faith rooted 
and grounded in him. 
 

Something beautiful,  
something new. 
all my confusions  
Jesus understood. 
All I had to offer him  
was brokenness and strife,  
but he made something 
beautiful of my life. 
 
Love and prayers, 
Rev Dorita  
Chaplain, Yarrabah Branch 

 

I was born and raised on 
Thursday Is. My parents 
are from the Torres Strait 
(Darnley and Badu) and 
later settled on Thursday 
Island where I attended 
primary and high school.    
 
I began my working life as a Teacher Aide 
at the State School and since 1984 have 
been a Public Servant for the Queensland 
Government.  
 

I am a parishioner and Priest Warden at 
All Souls & St Bartholomew Church. I 
joined  Mothers Union in 2013 and am 
currently Vice President of the Branch.  
 

I am also a board member of a number of 
local organisations on Thursday Island.  
 
I  have  good  Leadership skills and a 
Strategic Mind set. I am a Planner for 
Community Events and always use a 
checklist  of  tasks. I am always a good 
listener and show respect to my Elders. I 
enjoy Consulting and Negotiation skills.  
 

Pauline  
Vice President 

Torres Straits Region 

Torres Strait Vice President 



Publications Department 
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Yarrabah Branch 

 

 

Christian Greetings to you all. 
 

I thank my members for allowing me to do 
this position. It has been very challenging 
and eye opening for me. When you take 
on  a  bigger  role in MU, especially an 
executive one, it does help you to see 
more  of  what  MU is all about and our 
priorities, for me anyway. 
 

Places we do go to are the Courthouse on 
Wednesdays and do try to give some 
comfort to those who need a cup of tea.  
 

We  did  just recently provide food and 
refreshments for our Late Bishop Arthur’s 
Memorial Service and people were very 
blessed by what we did as a group. 
 

At times when our Priest in Charge needs 
morning tea for visiting church schools or 
colleges, Rev’d Les has asked us to cater 
for that and it is always a great blessing to 
do this.  
 

We have also done things like Fathers 
Day breakfast and with that a gift for the 
fathers and a scripture card for them to 
read  and  keep.  This also was really 
lovely. 
 

I find doing activities for MU really helps 
our  faith  to grow and become purposeful,  

even having some men members is very 
helpful and uplifting for us as women, even 
though there are not many of them.  
 

I  was  very  sorry  that  I  missed the 
Workshop that Vivienne organized for our 
Branch in September, but I was doing 
treatment and knew I probably would have 
been too sick to attend. But I heard good 
things from the others.   
 

My executive team have been trying their 
best  to  be  on  top  of  things with their 
individual roles. Our Chaplain Rev’d Dorita 
Wilson  has  helped a lot of mums and 
families. Evelyn Ambrym as our Branch 
Secretary, has done her best.  Adelaide 
our Treasurer is very capable.  And our 
Deputy President Dorita Bounghi is a great 
asset to our team too. 
 

But all in all, my time on has been great 
and our executive is doing a wonderful job 
and our members really do get in there 
when something needs to be done. They 
come together and make sure it’s done 
always. I would like to honor them for that 
and applaud them.  
 

Once again I thank the Lord for putting me 
here as President. I am blessed. I have 
learnt a lot. 
 

God Bless 
Sharmaine  
Yarrabah Branch President  

Dear Members, 
To  my  surprise,  this  year  sees  me    
appointed to the position of Publications 
person for the North Queensland Mothers 
Union. 
 

I  am  still  getting  my head around the 
position. However, in saying that, I intend 
to  keep on keeping on, and master the 
position. 
 

I have begun to order Christmas cards, 
diaries and other publication items for the 
Christmas season. This is going well. 
 

Within the Publications portfolio, God is at 
work.  The Mothers Union book used at all 
meetings and services brings with it the 
services  and  prayers  that assist us in our  
branches  and  friendship  groups,  in   the 

ways of allowing God to permeate our 
meetings. 
 

Each one of us has ministry running in our 
veins and it is this ministry that enables us 
to take God and his blessed Son Jesus 
Christ, into our families and communities. 
 

Let us share the Publications (Baptism kits 
and Marriage kits) within our Ministry Units 
and share Jesus with this world of ours. 
 

Pray for Publications that our publications 
will find a place of grace and favor within 
our communities, and be used to spread 
the Gospel. 
 

Yours in the love of  
Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, 

Rev’d Christine 
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Reminder AMUA NQ 
Annual Fees 

Here are some serious  
things to consider! 

 
How  important  does  a person have to be 
before  they  are  considered assassinated 
instead of just murdered?  
  
Why do you have to "put your two cents in” 
….. but it's only a "penny for your thoughts? 
Where's that extra penny going to? 
   
Why do doctors leave the room while you 
change?   They're  going to see you naked 
anyway. 
  
Why do people pay to go up tall buildings and 
then put money in binoculars to look at things 
on the ground? 

 

As 2022 draws to a close just a reminder 
to  all Branches of  AMUA NQ that all 
Membership Fees and monies held for 
specific  funds  are  to  be  sent  to  the  
Diocesan Treasurer by 28

th
 February, 

2023 together with a completed Annual 
Return Form.  
 

Membership Fees are  
$37.00 per member.  

 
North Queensland Project 

Overseas Projects  
Any monies collected in your bottle 
throughout the year can be given to your 
Branch  Treasurer together with your 
Membership Fee. 
 

********** 
Christmas Blessings: 
 
Joy and peace to you and your family. 
Here is hoping you have a season full of 
blessings from Heaven above. Have a 
Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year. 
 
Althea  
AMUA NQ Diocesan Treasurer 

Next Generation 

It is hard to believe that the year 2022 is 
coming to an end. This year has been a 
busy one as we try to navigate the post 
pandemic new ‘normal’.  
 

The Families’ Equip facilitator’s courses 
have  been  held  in  Townsville and 
Thursday Island. We are looking forward 
to holding some seminars in the New 
Year.  
 

The ‘Transformation Now’ conference held 
in Cairns was a weekend of fun, fellowship 
and friendship. We looked at the different 
ways Mothers’ Union has changed since it 
began in 1876 and how it might transform 
into the future. It was fantastic to see new 
members be admitted and new branch 
open in the Burdekin.  
 

Soon we will be gathering for Christmas 
celebrations  with  our community and 
families. It is a great time to ask - how can 
Mothers’ Union support families in your 
community?  
 

Christmas can be a stressful time as 
school  holidays  start  and  time  poor  
parents still juggle employment. Financial 
pressure may also be higher than past 
years as the cost of living continues to 
rise.  Therefore  our  Mothers’  Union     
objectives are more important than ever as 
we look at ways to support and encourage 
families around us.  
 

It could as simple as a reassuring gesture 
with the parent in the shopping centre 
whose child is having a meltdown. 
 

Or, to understand and acknowledge today's 
parents are also trying to navigate the 
world of technology with their family and 
the implications it causes.  
 

Even the smallest amount of encourage-
ment will go a long way in these uncertain 
and unfamiliar times in our local communi-
ties and indeed our own families.  
 

Wishing you a safe  
and happy Christmas.  
 

Kristi 
Next Generation Coordinator 



 

 Deadline for the next  
NQuarterly is  

15th February 2023 
 

Please send any articles  
and pictures to the Editor 
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The Rev’d Mervyn James (7/8/2022) 
Mervyn was received into the Anglican 
Church from the Lutheran Church, ordained 
Deacon in 2019 and then Priest in 
2020.  Since then, he has faithfully served in 
Sarina.  We  extend  to his wife Carol and 
family, our deepest sympathy. 
 

Deacon Margaret Young (17/8/2022) 
Margaret was ordained in 1994 and served 
mainly at St Margaret’s West Cairns and other 
ministries in the Cairns area. We pass on to 
her  friends  and  relatives  our  deepest     
condolences. 
 

The Rev’d Lillian Noah (23/8/2022) 
From Mer (Murray Island) in the Torres Strait, 
Lillian was a pioneer woman priest, serving 
with distinction at Pormpuraaw from 2009 to 
2015. Lillian, who was born in 1943, had been 
ill for some time. She died peacefully at home 
surrounded by family. 
 

Boyd McQueen formerly of Atherton.  He and 
Betty had moved to Mossman in the last year 
to be nearer to family.  His funeral service 
was held in Atherton on 15 September. 
  

Rev’d Beryl Finch. Beryl was ordained by 
Bishop John Lewis as a deacon in 1992 and 
priest in 1994, and served as the Priest at St 
Margaret’s Church on Magnetic Island. 
Please pray for her  husband 
Chas and their family and  for 
all the people at St Margaret’s 
Church. A private family funeral 
was held in Townsville.     

 
May they all rest in peace  
and rise in glory. Amen. 

 Give thanks for the positive outcomes from 
our Diocesan Conference. We give thanks for 
our workshop presenters and other guests. 
We give thanks for members who attended. 
 
 Give thanks for the enrolment of 3 new 
members and the commissioning of a new 
branch “The Burdekin” at our Conference. 
Pray for these new members and this new 
branch. 
 
 Pray for all Branch and Diocesan Executive 
members taking up their positions for the new 
triennium. Give them  time  to perform their 
duties to your glory. Amen. 
 
 Pray  for  Bp Keith  and the members of the 
Diocesan Council and Diocesan Executive. 
They sometimes have very sensitive issues to 
make decisions about. Give them strength to 
make the right decisions on these matters. 
 
 Pray for all Clergy in our Diocese. Give them 
the time to refresh so that they can care 
properly for the people in their care. 
 
 Pray for all those who are ill in mind, body 
and spirit. Give them hope and strength to 
overcome their problems. . 
 

 Pray for the members of Mothers Union in 
our  Country of Study, Tonga.  
 

 Pray for all those suffering from domestic 
violence. During the 16 Days of Activism let us 
be aware of what is happening in our own 
communities and say “No to Violence”.   
 

 Pray  for  the  success  of  our Provincial 
Conference being held in Mackay next year. 
Give guidance to those who are doing the 
planning and that members will be willing to 
participate. 
 

 Help  us to remember that in this season of 
Advent, we should try to come to know your 
will in our lives, through your Son, our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Condolences Prayer Points 

May Christ the Son of  
God gladden your hearts  

by his coming to dwell  
among us, and bring  

you his peace.  
  Amen. 


